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Theophany: Reveals God
an d C re atio n BY T BOBOSH: WORDPRESS - JANUARY 7, 2019

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan
to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him,
saying, “l need to be baptized by You, and are You
coming to me?” But Jesus answered and said to him,
“Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him.

When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately
from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened
to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a
voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved

Son, in whom | am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:13-17)
It is the events surrounding the baptism of Jesus (the
Theophany) which help us understand why the birth of
Jesus is significant to us. For it is only after His baptism
that Christ begins His public ministry. Only after His
baptism does Jesus begin proclaiming the Gospel and
doing the miracles which we know about and which we
proclaim in our Sunday lectionary.

The importance of Theophany is also shown to us in that
while only two of the four evangelists tell us anything
about the birth of Jesus, all 4 evangelists tell us about
the baptism of Christ. In modern popular thinking,
Christmas is the big event and feast, whereas in the
Church it is the Theophany of Christ which reveals the
importance of Christ's birth. Popular piety does not
always mirror theology and sometimes popular piety
looms larger than life itself.

As has already been stated, Theophany is significant
because it marks the beginning of the public ministry of
Jesus. Mark’s Gospel in fact begins with the appearance
of John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus by John
in the Jordan. This is the beginning of the Gospel for
Mark, not Christ’s Nativity.

At Christ’s baptism, God is beginning to unveil His
mysterious plan for the world. In Jesus encountering
God in the flesh - divining and humanity united, Creator
and creation sharing a common life. When Jesus steps
into the River Jordan, this is God’s son entering into the
waters, but it is also the incarnate God entering into the
water which God created at the beginning of the world
as described in Genesis 1.

God creates the world and the waters of the world, and
then God enters into these same waters and is immersed
in them. This is the great mystery of Theophany. Jesus
Christ reveals God to us. He reveals God'’s plan for the
world.

The river waters of the Jordan are not only washing
God in the flesh, they encompass God as Jesus is
immersed in the waters. He who created the waters
allows Himself to be submersed beneath the waters.
There is no such place in the entire cosmos where God
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cannot enter, including Hades, the place of the dead. In
the River Jordan Jesus shows that God can disappear
beneath the waters, be buried in the waters and yet still
be both alive and be God. He is preparing us for what
will happen to Him in his burial. His very presence in the
world reveals to us that God is doing the unexpected.
God is uniting Himself to us humans. God is making it
possible for us to share in the divine life, to experience
holiness. God is showing that the physical world which
He created is capable of containing God and revealing
God to us. In the waters of the River Jordan we learn
who Jesus really is.

And we learn that the physical things can be sanctified
and made holy. The physical world is revealed as being
capable of being spiritualized, as being the very means
for us to encounter God. Christ steps into the Jordan
River and in touching the water, Christ makes the water
a means for us to experience holiness, to experience
God. How is this possible? Because God made water

in the beginning to be a means to reveal Himself to us.
God is showing us what creation is capable of being.
And God is showing us we can encounter Him in and
through the creation God made as a gift for us. God
shows us that even the watery depths of the earth
are a place where God abides and where humans can
still be united to God. Matter, elements, the physical
world are not merely physical. The physical without the
spiritual is dead, inert, void of meaning. Christ reveals
that all the physical world belongs to God is capable of
life because it is spiritual as well. Indeed when science
wants to study the world as if there is no God, then the
world of matter is devoid of God, it is lifeless. In the
Gospel we learn that matter, the physical world has as
spiritual dimension if we care to find it.

And so we see the physical world, God's creation
becomes life giving in Christ. Not only life giving, but
giving eternal life. And we see in Christ that not only
the physical world is capable to being touched by God
and made holy, but we ourselves as humans are able to
be holy - to be united to God.

When we baptize people into Christ, we use the
physical tools given to us by God - water and holy oil -
to convey life to them, to show that we humans are not
merely physical, material beings - we are fully capable
of bearing life and even giving life, we are made to be
united to God. The nature of water to give a new birth
was revealed in baptism.

A final point, sometimes we Orthodox major on the
minor in so many ways surrounding feasts. The prayer
of the blessing of water says:

“And grant unto all them that touch it, and partake of
it, and anoint themselves with it, sanctification, health,
cleansing and blessing.”

It doesn’t say that we should take it home and venerate
it as if it is some holy object worthy of veneration. We
are not to treat it as if it is imbued with nuclear power.
We are to use it to bless ourselves and encounter God.
It's purpose is to give us an experience of God. The
holiness of this water is that it means God is present
with us. So use it to bless yourselves and your homes
and your gardens, so that the God who showed us the
nature of water in baptism will be present with you in
your person and in your home. God enters our life not to
give us “sacred objects” to venerate, but to transfigure
us into beings who are united to Him.



Theophany Imagined in

Hymns

BY T BOBOSH: WORDPRESS - JANUARY 8, 2014

The imagery of the baptism of Christ (Matthew 3:13-17)
lends itself readily to comparisons with other significant
biblical narratives and interpretations of the life of
Christ. In the beginning (Genesis 1) God’s Word calls
the waters into existence and then tames and contains
them while in the baptism of Christ the Word of God
now descends into the waters He created transfiguring
and cleansing them, restoring them to that condition
which they had in the beginning so that the waters
can again serve God’s life-giving purposes. Christ
descends into the waters as a servant, and as a servant
he is buried in a tomb and as servant He descends into
Sheol to be with the dead. Then, as Savior He emerges
from the watery grave of Jordan and is glorified by
the Father. Similarly Christ ascends victoriously from
Hades, liberating all the dead from bondage to death

and He rises from the tomb in glory shown to be in fact
the Messiah and the Son of God.

So the hymns of Theophany pick up on many of these
themes in order to continuously weave together for
us a seamless garment of salvation. Drawing together
the various images as the warp and weft and weaving
them together to form beautiful theology which brings
joy to all believers. We can look at three hymns from
the Matins of Theophany to understand the riches of
theological meditation found in the Feast.

“We know that in the beginning You brought the all-
destroying flood upon the world, causing the terrible
destruction of all things. O God, You reveal strange and
mighty wonders! And now, O Christ, You have drowned sin
in the waters for the comfort and salvation of mortal man.”

In the Old Testament, God drowned both the sin or
humanity as well as most of humanity itself in the Great
Flood (Genesis 6-9). At Theophany, again the sins of
the world are being drowned, but this time God is going
down in the waters too. In Genesis a few humans were
saved in the ark, but God was outside of the ark. At
Theophany God is plunging Himself into the waters and
taking humanity with Him, not to drown humanity but
to cleanse it of its fallen and sinful nature in order to
save us. God doesn't leave us dead beneath the water
but raises us up from death to a new life.

“... in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through
water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you,
not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal
to God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ...” (1 Peter 3:20-21)

For Christ, the incarnate God, allows Himself to be
immersed beneath the waters of Jordan in order to be
buried with humankind, to drown sin, and to cleanse
humanity from sin. It is no longer something God is
doing to the world, but in the incarnation, God enters
into creation and allows Himself to experience human
death in order to save humanity from death. Christ
buries fallen human nature with himself but raises up
renewed humanity. In this way, Christ’'s baptism is a
prefiguring of His death and resurrection, but done for
all humanity. Christ restores humanity in His baptism,
and our humanity is restored by Christ in our baptisms,
for in our baptisms we die with Christ when we go
under the water and we are resurrected with Him when
we come up from the water.

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his.” (Romans 6:3-5)

“... you were buried with him in baptism, in which you were
also raised with him through faith in the working of God,
who raised him from the dead.” (Colossians 2:12)

So in the Matins of Theophany we sing:

“Word without beginning, You have buried mankind with
You in the stream: He was corrupted by error, but You make
him new again. And the Father ineffably testified to You
with a mighty voice: This is My beloved Son, equal to Me
by nature.”

The narratives of creation and the flood find their
significance not in telling us about past history, but in
revealing the depths and riches of theology found in the
events of Jesus Christ’s life. They are theological events
and reveal theology and the Christ of God to us which is
their true significance.

“Let the whole created earth clothe itself in white, for on
this day it is raised up from its fall from heaven. The Word
who preserves all things has cleansed it in the flowing
waters: washed and resplendent, it has escaped from its
former sins.”

The Baptism of Christ at Theophany is a theological
event, revealing the nature of God to us. It is a cosmic
event in that it affects the salvation of the entire
universe, not just the human race. The Genesis
creation story is about the Word of God bringing into
being not only the human race but the entire world and
cosmos. Theophany, the baptism of the Word of God
incarnate, continues that theological revelation. God is
being revealed to us, and our relationship to the Creator
is being revealed, which is far more significant than any
historical understanding the Scripture might give to us
of the world.
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The word Theophany originates from two Greek words,
Theos - God, and Phainein - showing. Therefore,
it literally means a “revelation of God” in Greek
(@copavela). This ancient icon of the Theophany
depicts Christ’s baptism in the Jordan River. Iconography
is an Eastern Christian art tradition that uncovers the
spiritual realities underneath temporal events. Let us
take some time together to ponder the spiritual reality
depicted in this icon.

Theiconis clearly divided into three different sections—
the two banks of the Jordan and, in the center, where
Christ stands. Each bank of the Jordan spires up into a
mountain.

There is a significance to the mountains in the
background. We know from the Old Testament that
mountains are a place of encounter with God (Abraham,
Moses etc.). Here the mountains witness to a divine
encounter at this moment. It is as if they are reaching
toward the centre of the icon where the Trinity is
revealed. Through this, we understand that all of the
creation bows down to God.

These mountains represent the two heavenly and the
earthly worlds, which Christ spans the divide between.
On one bank, the earthly realm, stands John the Baptist,
who baptizes Christ. But John's gaze is focused not on
Jesus, but on the Holy Spirit descending from above.

beauty of undefiled humanity. As He submits to John's
baptism, it is the Messiah that in actuality sanctifying
the world. Note that His hand is in a sign of blessing.
Unlike our baptism where the waters cleanse us of our
sins, here, it is Christ Who cleanses and sanctifies the
waters. All of creation is baptized at this moment.

At the lower edge of the icon, there are two figures,
who represent the water itself responding to the power
of the Creator entering into the river. These figures
represent the Jordan River and the Red Sea as we read
in Scripture: “The sea saw and fled, the Jordan turned
back.” Ps114:3.

Christ God, the creator of all that is, stands in His
creation and creation recognizes Him as reflected in the
Psalms: “You divided the sea by your might; you broke the
heads of the dragons in the waters”. Ps 74:13.

“When the waters saw you, O God, when the waters saw
you, they were afraid; the very deep trembled.” Ps 77:16

It is significant that John stands at the right hand of
Christ where the prophet Elijah stands in the icon of the
transfiguration on Mount Tabor. This links the first great
theophany in the life of Christ to that which occurs in
the transfiguration. As do all the prophets, the lives of
both Elijah and John ultimately point us to Christ. John
bows to Jesus, the one who he is baptizing but who, in
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On the right bank, the heavenly world, angels wait to reality, baptizes the whole world.
minister to and clothe Christ the King. The true heart

of the scene is the revelation to John and to us that One final piece of symbolism is the ax stuck in the

I
TR

Jesus is the Christ, our Messiah and God'’s beloved Son.

We recall that it was the Jordan river that, enabled by
God, the People of God crossed, moving from East to
West. Thus, they entered into the promised land and
God'’s covenant with His people was fulfilled. In the
icon, John stands on the west side of the river (earth)
and the angels on the east (heaven). In this event, Christ
initiates a movement from the west to the east; from
the old covenant to the new; from the old, promised
land to the new, promised land.

Jesus, the Messiah is easily identifiable by the nimbus
(halo) surrounding the His head bearing a cruciform
containing the Greek letters omikron, omega, nu - “I|
am He who is” the name of God in Ex 3:14. Outside
the nimbus (halo) are the Greek letters IC XC - the
Christogram. In icons of the Theophany, Christ is
depicted either completely naked or minimally clothed.
He is the second Adam (1 Cor 15). In shame, the first
Adam hid from God in his nakedness. Christ, who is
both God and man, is unashamed. In Him we see the

small tree below John the Baptist. The ax in the tree
symbolizes his words in Luke’s and Matthew’s Gospels:
“Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every
tree, therefore, that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire” (Lk 3:9). This prophecy of John’s
is an eschatological prophecy, meaning that it looks
towards the end of the world. Israel saw the Messiah
as an eschatological figure—one who would usher in
the final Kingdom of God—just as we look forward to
Christ’'s Second Coming at the end of time.

All the baptized are continually called to repentance
and to bear fruit for the Kingdom of God. As part of
the new covenant, the faithful are not made sons and
daughters of God by their ancestral heritage but by
their response to God's calling and the fulfillment of
their baptismal promises. Therefore, this feast reminds
us of our own baptismal promises and urges us not to
become spiritually lazy but to work to fulfill them.

How are we, today, called to bring God’s love to those
we meet, and help build the Kingdom of God in our
community today?



In the days following the Feast of
Theophany (January 6/19), it is
customary for the priest to visit
his parishioners  for  the
traditional Theophany home
blessing. All who reside in the
home should make every-effort to
be present for the blessing.

In anticipation of the arrival of
the priest to the home, the
family’s icon corner and lampada
(hanging candle) should be
prepared. If there is no icon
corner, a small table should be
placed on the eastern wall of the
main room of the dwelling (the
dining room or kitchen table may
be used). The table, covered with
a white cloth, should be set with
one or more icons standing
upright, along with a candle in a
candlestand and small bowl with
the Holy Water that the family
received in church at the
Theophany Blessing of Water,
along wih a clearly printed list of
the Baptismal names of all who
live the home and perhaps of
other relatives or friends who
may be ill, that they would ask to
be remembered in prayer.

Upon the arrival of the priest, he
should be greeted by all of the
family members, each of whom
asks the priest's blessing. The
head of the family, if present,
should ensure that the candle is
lit and that all televisions, radios,
computers, etc., in the home are
turned off. Lights should be
turned on in all the rooms of the
home that are to be blessed. Then
the entire family gathers with the
priest before the icon corner or
around the table to begin the
Theophany blessing.
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YERAEMO BIABIAUHH CBALLEHHHKA

Cepen, 4ncneHHUX 61aroc/IoBeHb iCHYE Tpaaumuis
AYLINAacTUPCbKUX BiABIAWMH MOMeELWIKaHb BIipHMX i3
MoppaaHcbkoto Bogoto. Lis npakTuka Mae CBOE KOPiHHS
B camoMy HawoMmy locrnogi lcyci XpucTi. 3i CaTtoro
MucbmMa MU 3HaeMo, Wo Cam lcyc Xpuctoc BiaBigyBas
aomMun. ToMy, OCKiJIbKM TaK 4YMHMB XpucToc, Llepksa
3aK/IMKAE CBSLLUEHHMKIB BiABigyBaTU [OMIBKM CBOIX
napadisH.

3anpollyBaTM Ta MNPUMMaTU CBSLLLEHHUKA Y CBOEMY
AOMi - Le BigKkpuTe cBiavyeHHs Bipu B Icyca Xpucrta Ta
CBOIO MpPUHANEXHICTb A0 neBHOI Mapadii, enapxii Ta
BceneHcbkoi XpuctoBoi Llepksu. ToMy, 3 BASYHOCTI
3a Bipy B XpucTa Ta cBaTy LlepkBy, pobiTb Le LWmpo i
BiAKpUTO.

LLlo Ba)kKNMBO 3HATU XPUCTUSIHAM LLOAO OKPOMJIEHHS
MopaaHcbKo BOAO Ta BiABiAyBaHHS CBALLEHHUKOM
HaLLUMX AOMIBOK?

JylwinactupcbKi  BiaBiAMHM abo Bi3UT CBALLEHHMKA
(napoxa) oo cBoix BipHMX (NapadisiH) i3 6,1aroC/I0BEHHAM
MopaaHcbKoto BoAoI — Lie NpeKpacHa TpaauLLis HaLwol
LlepkBM A1 0cOBUCTOI 3ycTpidi Ta O3HAMOMJIEHHS
BiPHMX i3 CBOIM CBALLEHHWUKOM-AYLLINACTUPEM.

TaKi BigBiANMHM NPOBOAATLCSA B Nepioa, Big, BorosBaeHHs
locnogHboro (6 ciuHa /19 ciuHs) go CTpiTeHHs
lfocnogHboro (2 ntotoro/15 noTtoro). LLLo6 cBsiLeHHMK
Mir NpUNTK Ta 61aroCI0BUTK Ballly AOMIBKY, BaM CAif,
3anmMcaTmucs y xpami abo 4OMOBUTUCS i3 HUM 0COBUCTO.

BigBiaH1 CBSILLEHHWKA BKAOYAOTb TaKi MOMEHTWU:

CMiJIbHYy MOJIUTBY, OKPOIMJIEHHS >XUT/Ia OCBSAYEHOIO
BO/I0I0 Ta Cri/IKyBaHHS i3 cBsLLLEHHUKOM. Lle ocobaunBa
Haroda ANS BipHMX 3anUTaTU CBSLLEHHWMKA BCe, LLO
TYypOye abo € HE3PO3YMINIMM B CripaBax Bipu, Mopaii un
XUTTA LlepkBu. A a5 CBALLEHHMKA — LLe MOXKJIUBICTb
Ai3HaTUCs Ginblle Npo pPoAuHY, nNpo ii noTpeébu, um
pPOAMHA YXXMBE 33 XPUCTUSAHCBKMMW 3acafiaMu: B MUPI
i3 B/INXKHIMM, UM BCi OXPELLLEHI, YM BiHYaHI Y LLEPKBI, YK
BiJBIAYIOTb HeAibHIi GOrOCAY KiHHS i T. A,

MosnTBa Mae BigbyBaTMca Yy BiTajbHi (rOCTbOBIN)
KiMHaTi, abo B CiMEMHOMY MOJIMTOBHOMY KYTKY, A€
poAuHa MoanTbCsA WoaHs. Ha cToni, nepen, ikoHo
po3nantoeTbcs CTpiTeHcbKa cBiYka (4M iHWA), i BCi
MPUCYTHI B JOMi 6epyTb Y4acTb Y CMiJIbHI MOAUTBI.

CBSILLLEHHUK, SKMA MNpUXoauTb 6/1aroc/I0BUTU Bally
AoMiBKy, cumBonisye npwuxig Camoro lcyca XpucTa,
TOMY BapTO CEPMO3HO roTyBaTMUCS 4O LIbOro npuxony,
OCKiNbKK Icyc ckaszaB amnocTtosiaM: «XTo BacC MPUINMAE,
Ton npuinmMae MeHe» (MT.10,40), a Takoxk: «B sakui
e [AiM He BBiMWAM 6 BW, CKaxKiTb neplue: Mwup
AO0MOBI LbOMY! | KOJIM TaM € KOTPUINCb CUH MUPY, MUP
Balll MOKOITUMETbCS Ha HbOMY; a KOJIM Hi, A0 Bac BiH
nosepHeTbcs» (J1K.10,5-6).

OkponieHHs  MopaaHcbkolo  BOJOK  CMMBOJIIBYE
OYMLLIEHHS AOMY | BCiX, XTO B HbOMY MPOXKMBAE, Bifg,
ycakoro 3na cunoto lcyca Xpucrta, cunoro XpecTta
[ocnoAHbOro Ta CNiSIbHO LLIMPOID MOJIUTBOHO.

[podosxuceHHs Ha cmopiHui 19...
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During the celebration of the THEOPANY, as
you consume the Holy Water, you also enter the
Jordan with Christ, repenting of sins - receiving

purification...
SR

- Archbishop Daniel
B mepioa cearkyBanns bOI'OSABJIEHHA,
cnoxuBaoun Ceary Bony, B BXxoguTe TaKo0XK y
Hopaan 3 XpHCTOM, KalOYHCH 34 IPiXH -
OTPHMYIOYH OYHICHHA...

k.-- - Apxienuckon AaHuin

?"“ UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA
YKPATHCbKA NPABOCAABHA LIEPKBA CLUA
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Hierarchs of the UOC of the USA Led the thurglca!

Celebrations for the Feast of the

at the Spiritual Center of the Church

In a celebration of faith and community, His Eminence
Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop Daniel led the
Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ services at
the Spiritual Center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA in South Bound Brook, NJ on January 7,
2024.

The St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial Church
of the Spiritual Center, serving as a sacred space
for faithful, became a focal point for the Christmas
festivities. The liturgical leadership of Metropolitan
Antony and Archbishop Daniel added a profound depth
to the spiritual observance, emphasizing the importance
of ancient traditions, unity, and the message of love and
hope that Christmas embodies.

Both hierarchs of the Church delivered heartfelt
spiritual reflections that resonated with the faithful in
attendance. Vladyka Daniel related a story of a young
boy, who survived the most recent bombings in Eastern
Ukraine, who recovered from a destroyed chapel a
figurine of Christ-child, took it home and whispered
to parents that he will keep Jesus “safe”. Archbishop
stated, that as centuries ago, the world was and is still
not ready to welcome the Savior into their lives and
hearts; yet the example of little Alipij shows us the
power of the will of a human, as long as our hearts and
lives concentrated on his message of love and salvation,
even in the midst of destruction. Vladyka's words
likely echoed the meaning of the season, encouraging
reflection, gratitude, and a renewed sense of purpose.
The faithful, in turn, embraced the spiritual teachings,
fostering a sense of community and shared faith in the
newborn Savior.

The clergy, standing alongside Metropolitan Antony and
Archbishop Daniel, fulfilled a crucial role in leading the
liturgical aspects of the Christmas services. The sacred
rituals and traditions were upheld with reverence,
creating an atmosphere of sacredness and devotion.
The choir's responses, under the leadership of Dr.
Michael Andrec  contributed to the seamless flow
of the service, allowing the faithful to fully immerse
themselves in the religious experience of the Nativity
of Christ.

In a spiritual Christmas liturgy marked by solemnity
and reflection, Metropolitan Antony led the faithful in
heartfelt prayers, extending special supplications for
the well-being and peace of Ukraine. The Christmas
liturgy became a platform for both spiritual celebration
and a poignant moment of solidarity with the people of
Ukraine.

As spiritual leaders, presiding over the liturgical
celebration of Christmas, Metropolitan Antony
and Archbishop Daniel took a moment to address
the congregation and emphasize the importance
of collective prayer, particularly in times of global
significance. Amidst the joyous atmosphere of the
holiday season, the Archbishop Daniel's emotional
words served as a reminder of the challenges faced by
Ukraine and the power of communal intercession.

The inclusion of Ukraine-specific prayers in the
Christmas liturgy showcased the UOC of the USA’s
commitment to addressing the broader concerns of
the global community. By incorporating these prayers,
the hierarchs of the Church demonstrated the Church’s
role as a compassionate and empathetic institution
that extends its spiritual reach beyond the immediate
congregation.

In the spirit of the Nativity of Christ season, the
hierarchical prayers for Ukraine underscored the
universal message of hope, peace, and goodwill. The
liturgy not only celebrated the birth of Christ but also
served as a reminder of the Church’s role in fostering
empathy, compassion, and a collective responsibility to
uplift those facing challenges around the world.

The Christmas day prayers served as a beacon of
light for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA,
symbolizing resilience, unity, and the enduring strength
of faith as the ancestral homeland Ukraine continues to
fight the invasion and destruction caused by Herod-like
actions of Russia.

As clergy and faithful gathered to celebrate the birth of
Christ, there was a palpable sense of unity and shared
purpose. The Christmas services at the Spiritual Center
of the UOC of the USA were not merely a religious
observance; they were a communal expression of faith,
love, and the enduring values that bind the faithful of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA together.
The communal prayer served as a testament to the
strength of the Ukrainian Orthodox community’s faith
and its commitment to preserving the rich traditions
that define this sacred festive season.

Photos by Subdeacon Maksym Zhuravchyk
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On Saturday, December 16, 2023 supporters of our
Seminary, were welcomed to Saint Sophia Ukrainian
Orthodox Theological Seminary, Somerset, NJ for the
Annual “Christmas at the Seminary” Fundraiser. The
fundraiser and open house is held annually as a meet and
greet with the current student body, while also raising
funds for daily needs. People from local parishes, from
Western PA and all the way as Chicago, IL and Georgia
came to help and participate at this joyful event.

The Seminary Choir conducted by Deacon Roman
Marchyshak performed several Christmas Carols in
Ukrainian and in English, that were able to amaze and
touch all the people present there with the joy of the
Christmas Carols. All the seminarians worked tirelessly
to perform a professional and heartfelt presentation
that counted with the voices of Deacon Paulo
Vysotskyi, Deacon Andrii Vatrych, Subdeacon Maksym
Zhuravchyk, Subdeacon Andrii Akulenko, Subdeacon
Mykola Stefanyk, Subdeacon Yurii Izhyk, Subdeacon
Nicholas Worobey, seminarian Bohdan Bodnar,
seminarian Marian Meleshko, seminarian Marian Koval,
seminarian Nicolas Laliberté and the part time student
Mykola Myhovych.

We cannot forget Dobrodijka Oksana Pasakas for
organizing the event and the menu, with the help of Pani
Anna Krykh, Pani Maria Morozovska, Dobrodijka Olena
Shak, Olena Lymar and the wives of the seminarians
who also contributed to the menu.

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Antony,
the presentation of the event was led by V. Rev. Vasyl
Pasakas, the Dean of the Student Life of the Seminary.

The singing encompassed this historic house so much
that after the break for a Lenten meal, Deacon Roman
with his violin together with Walter Syzonenko with his
accordion and accompanied by seminarian Volodymyr
Lymar with his flute and Roman Shak continued in the
cheerfulness of a Christmas carol sing-along in the
seminary living room.

We are grateful for all that made an effort to come visit
us, talk and meet the students. Also grateful for those
that sent their donations as way to support the future
of our church.

Photos by Subdeacon Mykola Stefanyk
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MoppaHcbka Boga OTpUMye 0cobavBy Cuay Bif,
aykepena Bcskoi cuau - Bif, Icyca Xpucta, AKuin ocBATUB
ii cBoiM 3iwecTam y MopaaHcbki Bogu. AHanoriuHo,
CbOroHi KOXKHa Bo/a, OCBsI4EHa CBSILLLEHHMKOM Mifj, Yac
BorosBaieHHs, OTpUMY€E 0COBNMBY CUY BifLLITOBXYBaTH
AMsiBOMIA Ta 3aXULLATK AOMIBKU i Ntoden Bif ycsikoro
3/1a Ta rpixa.

Cnip, namsatatv, wWo o6amMBaHHA WopaaHCbKo
BOAO He 3amiHioe TaiHcTBa MokasHHa (Crosigi), ake
3a/IMLLAETHCA EANHUM Ta HEOBXiAHUM A1 06’€4HAHHSA
3 [ocnogom lcycom Xpuctom y Ceatomy lNpuyacri.

MpUcyTHICTb CBALLEHHMKA Y BalLOMY AOMi — L& TaKoXX
4yy[oBa Haroga BMUC/IOBUTM MOAAKY 3a NapadisisibHe
CNy>iHHA. Tlig yac MoOpAaHCbKUX BiABIAWMH MOXHa
Ai3HaTUCA Bif, CBsILLLEHHMKA Npo MNoTpebu napadii Ta
KOHKPETHi cnocobu [A0MoMOrTM 4YM B3SITU Yy4yacTb Y
NPOEKTaXx LLEPKBM.

Hexan npucyTHICTb CBSLLUEHHMKA Y BallOMy J[OMi Ta
cniJibHa Mo/MTBa OyAyTb HaroAok HabAMSUTUCA A0

locnopa Tta CeaTtoi LlepkBn XpucTtoBoi!
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YnrobneHi 8 Xpucmi,

3 BAXKKUM CepLeM i IMMOOKOH CKOpPHOTOK 3BEPTAEMOCh A0 Bac y Lel TAMKMIA Yac Y MUTTI HaLloi oboi
YkpaiHi. Hentopcbke GombapayBaHHA, 3aBAaHe Hallild 3emMJli POCIMCBKMMW BiMCbKaMK, 3aHYpPWMIO Hac y
MUOOKY TempsBy, | Hawi cepud O0M9Tb 33 He3/NYEeHHY KiJIbKICTb MXUTTIB, MOCTpa)KJasinx Bif, LbOro
6e3rny3a0ro HaCMAbLCTBA.

Mepepn, 06/1M449M TAKOTO CNYCTOLEHHA MU, YKpaiHceKa lMpasociasHa Llepksa CLLIA ta Oiacnopw, 06'egHaHi
B MOJIMTBI, COMIJAPHOCTI Ta HEMOXMUTHIA pillydocTi. CBATICTb JIHACBKOTO UTTS, HAPiXKHMIA KaMiHb HaLoi
NpaBOC/1aBHOI BipK, 3HaXO4MUTLCA Mif, CEPAO3HOI0 3arpo30t0, | Hall 060B'A30K CBIAYMTH EBaHreie 3MyLLYE Hac
BUCTYMNUTU NPOTU HECNPABEAJIMBOCTI, YOPCTOKOCTI | TaK, reHOUUAY, SKi CNiTKaIn Hally 6aTbKiBLLMHY.

Ak nactmpi LepkBu, MM Ppilly4e 3acyIKYEMO arpecito, fka MpusBena [0 BTPAaTW HEBUHHMX UTTIB,
rnepeMilleHHs CiMer | OCKBEPHEHHS HaLLOi CBALLEHHOI 3eMJli. Hawi uepkBu, aki 6yim cuMmBos1laMK Hadii Ta
NMPUTYJIKY, TENep € CBiAKaMM CTPaXJaHb HapOoL4y, uMs CTIMKICTb 6yna eunpobyeaHa 6e3 Mipu.

Y ueilr 4yac tempsBu MK 3Beptaemocd o JIobosi HoBoHapo»xkeHOro Xpucrta 3a po3pafor Ta CWUI0H.
[MocnnwiMMo Halwli MOAUMTBKM 3a MUP, BGaarawum 3acTynHuuTea [lpecesaTtoi boropoauui, NokpoBUTEIbKK
YKpaiHM Ta BCiX CBATHX, SIKi CBIAYMIM Bipy cepef, 6ign.

MU 3aK/IMKAEMO CBITOBY CMNiJIBHOTY 6YyTW conigjapHuMK 3 HapodoMm YKpaiHW. Hexal cBigoMmicTb CBIiTY
NMPOKMHETLCA A0 HarasibHMX 06CTaBWH LLIET N'YMaHiTapHOI KPM3MW, | HEXalA CMpaBe/IMBICTb MEPEMOXKE arpecito.

o Hawmx 6paTiB i cecTep, AKi NepeXx1BatoTb Xaxy BilHK, 3HaWTe, WO HaLli cepus 3 BaMu, i HaLli MOAIUTBUK
NigHOCATLCS 3a Ball 3aXMCT, PO3pajy Ta BU3BOJIEHHS Bif, Lboro BUNpooOyBaHHA. Hexain MuaicTe boxka ociHuTb
HaLly 3eMJIH0, MPUHOCHYM 3Li/IEHHS, NPUMUPEHHS Ta BiJHOB/IEHHS MUDY.

[NepexrBato4m Ui TEMHI YacK, HeXail Halla N160B 04He A0 OJHOro i HEMOXKMTHa Bipa OyayTb MaskoM Hagii.
MNepen 06mM44aM TpygHoOLLB MK, YKkpaiHcbKka [MpaBocnaBHa rpomaga B CLUA, Ascrpanii, HoBin 3enang,i,
bpazwunii, Napareai, ApreHTuHi, ®paHu,ii, beabrii Ta HiMeyuuHi, BUCTYNaeEMO CBiAYEHHAM MiLHOT c1aK Bipw,
CMNiBYYTTA Ta HEMNOXMTHOrO NParHeHHA 4O CrpaBeA/IMBICTb.
3 saxckum cepueM i nanKow MoUMeot,
+AHMOHIU, MUmponoaum

+/laHuin, apxienuckon
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Beloved Faithful,

It is with a heavy heart and profound sorrow that we address you during this grievous time in the life of our
beloved Ukraine. The inhumane bombing inflicted upon our land by the Russian forces has plunged us into a
profound darkness, and our hearts ache for the countless lives affected by this senseless violence.

In the face of such devastation, we, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and Diaspora, stand united in
prayer, solidarity, and unwavering resolve. The sanctity of human life, a cornerstone of our Orthodox faith, is
gravely threatened, and our duty to bear withess to the Gospel compels us to speak out against the injustice,
brutality and yes, genocide, that have befallen our homeland.

As shepherds of this flock, we condemn in the strongest terms the aggression that has led to the loss of
innocent lives, the displacement of families, and the desecration of our sacred land. Our churches, which have
stood as symbols of hope and refuge, are now witnesses to the suffering of a people whose resilience has
been tested beyond measure.

In this time of darkness, we turn to the Love of the Newborn Christ Child for solace and strength. Let us
intensify our prayers for peace, invoking the intercessions of the Holy Birth-Giver of God, the Protectress of
Ukraine, and all the saints who have borne witness to faith amidst adversity.

We call upon the global community to stand in solidarity with the people of Ukraine. May the conscience of
the world awaken to the urgency of this humanitarian crisis, and may justice prevail over aggression.

To our brothers and sisters enduring the horrors of war, know that our hearts are with you, and our prayers
ascend for your protection, comfort, and deliverance from this ordeal. May the mercy of God overshadow our
land, bringing healing, reconciliation and the restoration of peace.

As we navigate these dark times, let our love for one another and our steadfast faith be a beacon of hope. In
the face of adversity, we, the Ukrainian Orthodox community in the USA, Australia, New Zealand, Brazil,
Paraguay, Argentina, France, Belgium and Germany stand as a testament to the enduring power of faith,
compassion, and the unwavering pursuit of justice.
With heavy hearts and fervent prayers,
+Antony, Metropolitan

+Daniel, Archbishop
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In the midst of the grim reality of war and bombings, the
importance of providing children with a semblance of
normalcy andjoyduring Christmas cannot be overstated.
In war-torn areas, where the daily lives of families are
disrupted by conflict and uncertainty, the resilience and
well-being of children become a paramount concern.
Despite the challenges, efforts to ensure that the spirit
of Christmas endures for these young souls take on a
special significance.

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan
Antony, Prime Hierarch of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church in the USA and Diaspora, Archbishop Daniel,
Ruling Hierarch of the Western Eparchy of the UOC
of the USA and Consistory President allocates funds
donated by the faithful of the Church to aid those in
need in war-torn Ukraine. Funds are distributed in the
Donetsk and Mariupol Eparchy (under the leadership
of Metropolitan Serhiy), through the service of Rev. Fr.
Kostyantyn Kuznetsov, who along with his wife Natalia,
and team of volunteers, oversees the delivery of the
donated food and logistical items to the refugees and
the men and women of the Ukrainian Armed Forces.

With the aid of the UOC of the USA, Fr. Kostyantyn
was able to deliver toys and sweets to children in war-
affected regions during the holiday season. These
acts of generosity aim not only to bring momentary
happiness but also to instill a sense of normalcy amidst
chaos. By providing children with toys, gifts, and treats,
the hope is to momentarily transport them to a world of
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joy, creativity, and innocence, shielding them from the
harsh realities of their surroundings.

Children from Mariupol, Avdiivka, and other areas of the
Donetsk region attacked and destroyed by the invading
Russian forces, got a reprieve from their constant stress
and uncertainty, when Fr. Kostyantyn delivered toys
and sweets to them. Visiting an establishment for
refugee children with special needs, his team was able
to deliver some Christmas cheer. While many children
were timid, unsure, afraid to let their guard down, they
eventually opened up and allowed their personalities
to shine through. Little girls’ eyes sparkled as they got
princess kits, while the boys got little trucks and cars.
Games, puzzles, chess sets and books were distributed
to children of all ages bringing smiles to their faces, as
they broke out in song. These children have survived the
horrors of war and are stronger than many adults having
witnessed the tragedies of war. Giving them a chance
to enjoy once again their quickly fading childhood was a
blessing to both the receivers and the givers.

On Christmas Day the faithful, local residents, refugees
and defenders, young and old, crowded into the local
Orthodox church, the Cathedral of John the Baptist, to
celebrate the Birth of Christ. After the Divine Liturgy,
Fr. Kostyantyn handed out boxes of chocolates to each
child as they approached to venerate the Cross. Nobody
left empty-handed. The souls of the adults rejoiced at
the Nativity of the Lord, and their hearts rejoiced at
seeing smiles on the children’s faces.

20

But even though the world celebrates Christmas, the
bombs do not stop flying, the missiles are still launched,
and Ukrainians are still dying, getting maimed, and
losing their livelihood. Even though the volunteers are
exhausted from many hours of packing and distributing
supplies, they nonetheless muster up the strength to
continue the good work they do. The focus shifted to
the Armed Forces as thermal clothing was supplied,
along with medical supplies, coffee, fruit, bread, and
some homemade varenyky. The weary soldiers took a
moment to rest and replenish their energy by enjoying
what now appeared as delicacies as they too celebrated
the Nativity of the Lord. Having enjoyed a hearty meal,
they donned woolen sweaters and thick warm socks
before heading back out to the frontlines to defend
their homeland, and all of Democracy.

However, it is not only children who are in need of
some cheer and normalcy. Every day people line up at
the Distribution Center, patiently waiting their turn to
receive a care package. For the adults the needs are
varied and more of a necessity - hygiene products,
oil for cooking, bags of flour and sugar, canned goods,
bread, salt, water, etc. All these staples of life we take
for granted, but it is difficult to survive with these
barest of necessities. Through the donations received,
truckloads of supplies arrive. As the menfolk get busy
unloading the boxes and bags, the women begin sorting
and preparing bags filled pasta, soup, pickled goods,
canned meats, shampoos, soaps, lotions, etc.

In these challenging circumstances, the act of giving
becomesapowerful symbolofsolidarityand compassion.
It sends a message to both adults and children that,
even in the face of adversity, the world cares about
their well-being and happiness. Such initiatives not
only cater to their immediate emotional needs but also
contribute to their long-term psychological resilience.

In the face of war, providing toys and sweets may seem
like a small gesture, but its impact can be profound. It
reminds children that, despite the tumultuous times,
there is still room for love, compassion, and the magic of
Christmas. It becomes a beacon of hope in the darkness,
fostering a sense of resilience that can endure beyond
the holiday season.

This Christmas season, make a difference in the life of a
child, a traumatized adult, a displaced person who has no
home, a warrior who has lived through nightmares, and
donate to the UOC of the USA Ukrainian Humanitarian
Relief Fund.




The Board of Directors
and the Faculty of the

SAINT SOPHIA
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

request the honor of your presence at

UATION
COMMENCEMENT

on Saturday,

JANUARY 20, 2024
at 11:00 AM

ST. ANDREW UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX
MEMORIAL CHURCH

280 Main Street
South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

e

RSVP by January 12, 2024
E-mail: StSophiaSeminary@aol.com

OnikyHcbKa Papa Ta BUKAagadi

CBATO-CO#IIBCbKOI :
YKPAIHCBKOI ITPABOCJNABHOI
BOrOCJIOBCBKOI CEMIHAPII

2anpolwykTs Bac Ha odiuinHy LuepemMoHi

BPYUYEHHA
JVITIOMIB

BUMYCKHWKAaM ceMiHapil

y cyBoTy
20 CIYHA 2024 POKY BOXXOrIo
B 11:00 paHky

YKPATHCBKA MPABOC/IABHA
LIEPKBA-NAM'ATHUK
CBATOIO AH/IPIA TEPBO3BAHHOIO

280 Main Street
South Bound Brook, NJ 08880
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Byab nacka, nogigomMTe npo ceoio
NPUCYTHICTbL Ao 12 ciyHa 2024

StSophiaSeminary@aol.com

UOC of the USA Honors Her
Spiritual Father

YL CLUIA BwaHosye CBoro
NyxosHoro OTus

11th Anniversary of Enthronement as
the 4th Metropolitan of the Church

Names's Day - Venerable Anthony the
Great Feast Day

Birthday Celebration

11 piyHuua IHTPOHI3aLii 4 MuTpononnTa
Llepksu

IMeHWHU - NnpenogobHoro AHTOHIS
Benukoro

JeHb HapopykeHHs

30TH JANUARY, 2024

St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Memoarial Church
10am - Liturgy

30 CIHHA 2024 POKY

YkpaiHcbka lNpaBocnaBHa
LlepKBa-nam'aTHUK cB. AHapisa MepBo3BaHHOro

10 paHky - JliTypris
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YKPATHCBKA MPABOC/TABHA UEPKBA CLUA

INGREDIENTS: e L4

1 1/2 pounds cubed chuck roast or other beef
Mo L@B (‘;N To Vegetable oil

STS. GHRISTINA AND JULIAN 5 garlic cloves, minced -

| PATRON SAINTS FOR THE YOUTH OF THE 1 large onion, diced
MOLEREN TO , UOC OF THE USA 1 1/2 teaspoons salt

STS. GHRISTINA AND JULIAN 1 teaspoon ground black pepper
B - - 1 teaspoon smoked paprika

-
“MOACGEEHE AQ

1/2 teaspoon ground cumin

¥ GRATHX XPHGTHHH 2 cup e =
¥V T4 roalaHA e e R e
1 cup tomato sauce . P o

4 to 5 white potatoes, peeled and cubed
3 to 4 carrots, chopped iy
2 tablespoons cornstarch '
: J s W 1/2 cup heavy cream '
GRE. xplﬂ;o'i}}?f{?i}l'?gommmm k. W 3 tablespoons chopped dill
7{_‘&}[‘? L _ W\ INSTRUCTIONS:
S ¢ «Preheat a large sauté pan over medium-high heat and add a drizzle of olive oil. Once the oil

" is hot, add the cubed beef (any variety will work). Season the beef with a few pinches of
fkosher salt and brown the meat all over. Next, add in the minced garlic and diced onion;
'sauté until the onion is tender and translucent. Add the seasonings: salt, black pepper,

PER BOOK " paprika and ground cumin/ /,"mw":_

& | -

i
Cook this mixture fOfﬂw more minutes, then pour in the tomato sauce, beef broth and
water. Bring the liquids up to a simmer, close the pan with a tight-fitting lid, reduce heat to

The Office of Youth Ministry and the youth of our low and simmer for 1 to 1 1/2 hours, or until the beef is tender.

P

. ¥ e IE@’*
Holy C.hurch have prayerfully ch?sen Sts. 'Jullana Once beef has reached the desired Ie:zal ﬁr’iderness, remove it into a small bowl with a
and Julian as Patron Saints for_thelr protection and ___ slotted spoon; this will create more room for the root vegetables to cook. Add the peeled,
to serve as examples for their lives. These saints are . cubed carrots and potatoes. They need to be well-submerged in the broth; add more water
the intercessors for them and helpful guides in this or beef broth if needed: Cover the pan‘with a lid and cook covered for 25 minutes, or until
earthly pilgrimage toward the Kingdom of God. the potatoes are fork tenderw Wl e
By A0 'f‘-,. .

Please join the Church in serving regular Molebens Meanwhile, prep:re tlfe cornsarch slurry. Combine the cornstarch and heavy cream until
for the spiritual benefit of our youth. smooth. Once the potatoes are cooked, add the slurry into the sauce and return the beef to

the mixture. Stir and cook for a few more minutes until the sauce thickens considerably.

T L T
Season with fresh dill when ready to serve. This dish goes well with a dollop of sour cream
uocofusa.org/service_books on top. # - - . » =
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eP@'ﬁ% HA""'SP&, 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of
“ the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he

saw the &pirit of Cod descending like a dove and
alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This

is my &don, whom I love; with him [ am well pleased.”
Matthew 3:16-17

16 T oxpucTiBIMCE [CyC, 8apas BHAMOR & BOAR. | OCb HCOO POSKPHAOCH, |

noGaunp [pan Ayxa Boxoro, mo cryckapcg, gk roayo, i cxoaus Ha Hboro. \
17 T ok roaoc nodysea is HeOa: e Cun Mit YaoOachui, wo Horo A “
BHOACOAR!” m
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Bautista, Josiah James baptized and chrismated on November 18,
2023 in Holy Trinity Mission Church, Sacramento, CA. Child of Jamar
Bautista-Winston and Inna Mironyuk. Sponsors: Vitaliy Unifatsiy and
Alice Mironyuk. Celebrated by V. Rev. Myroslav Turchak.

Cannon, Charles Herbert Hyde baptized and chrismated on November
6, 2023 in Holy Resurrection Mission Church, Waynesville, NC. Child
of Samuel Pole Cannon and Deborah Hyde Cannon. Sponsors: Ryan
Adan Buchanon. Celebrated by V. Rev. Anthony Perkins.

Chernoknyzhnyy, Mariia baptized and chrismated on August 12,
2023 in St. Andrew Memorial Church Church, S. Bound Brook, NJ.
Child of Alex Chernoknyzhnyy and Nataliia Diadiusha. Sponsors:
Artem Kozlov and Oleksandra Petriv. Celebrated by V. Rev. Yuriy
Siwko.

Chornii, Sophia baptized and chrismated on November 25, 2023
in St. Andrew Memorial Church Church, S. Bound Brook, NJ. Child
of Stepan Chornii and Liubov Tsaryk. Sponsors: Ivan Lesnyi and
Christina Levchook. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Shak.

Dovgaliuk, Anton Igorievich baptized and chrismated on November
26, 2023 in Holy Trinity Mission Church, Sacramento, CA. Child of
Igor Dovgaliuk and Chastin Dovgaliuk. Sponsors: llya Hlebovich and
Brooke Pierman. Celebrated by V. Rev. Myroslav Turchak.

Dunton, Oleksandr Christopher baptized and chrismated on
September 10, 2023 in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Millville, NJ. Child of
Charles Joseph Dunton and Anastasia Teromakova. Sponsors: Bryan
John Dunton and Melanie Rose Dunton. Celebrated by V. Rev. Orest
Poukhalskii.

Hrad, Sophia baptized and chrismated on September 6, 2015 in St.
Andrew Memorial Church Church, S. Bound Brook, NJ. Child of lvan
Hrad and Anna Baranyuk. Sponsors: Nazar Shkambara and Liudmyla
Sherstky. Celebrated by V. Rev. Yuriy Siwko.

Komarnytskyy, Mathew baptized and chrismated on September
27, 2023 in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of Oleg
Komarnytskyy and Sofiya Temchenyuk. Sponsors: Oleg Baliuk and
Kateryna Hontarchuk. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Kryshtompol, Sofia Olga baptized and chrismated on September 23,
2023 in St. Michael’s Church, Baltimore, MD. Child of V. Rev. Vasyl
Kryshtompol and Olha Kryshtompol. Sponsors: V. Rev. Volodymyr
Stelak and Halyna Sabadash. Celebrated by Archbishop Daniel
Zelinsky.

Kushnir, Alexander baptized and chrismated on November 11, 2023
in Holy Trinity Church, Cheektowaga, NY. Child of Petro Kushnir
and Oksana Yefimchuk. Sponsors: Vladyslav Kasyanov and Halyna
Boryshkevych. Celebrated by V. Rev. Yuriy Kasyanov.

Kyrstiuk, Bogdan baptized and chrismated on March 25, 2023
in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Millville, NJ. Child of Roman Kyrstiuk
and Yelizaveta Kyrstiuk. Sponsors: Ruslan Shyruk and Oleksandra
Ruslakova. Celebrated by V. Rev. Orest Poukhalskii.

Lutcan, Vladimir baptized and chrismated on November 11, 2023 in
Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of Dumitru Lutcan and
Elena Uzun. Sponsors: Aleksey Poyan/Elena Poyan, Victor Popescu/
Elena Popescu, Dumitru Minalake, Stella Botnari and Georgiy
Cantea/Iryna Cantea, Konstantin Lutcan/Elena Lutcan. Celebrated by
V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Mazur, Diana Aleksandra baptized and chrismated on August 8, 1999
in St. Andrew Memorial Church Church, S. Bound Brook, NJ. Child of
Pyotr Mazur and Tetyana Frolova. Sponsors: Lubomir Ostapchuk and
Alla Dubrovna. Celebrated by V. Rev. Yuriy Siwko.

Ograda, Aiden baptized and chrismated on November 11, 2023
in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of Serghei Ograda
and Anastasia Oprea. Sponsors: Serghei Alexandreanu/Cristina
Alexandreanu, Elena Lutcan/Dumitrii Lutcan and Victor Popescu/
Elena Popescu, Alexei Poiana/Elena Poiana, lon Oprea/Mariana
Oprea, Eugen Cociona. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Perciun, Adam baptized and chrismated on September 10, 2023 in
Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of Vitalie Perciun and
Oksana Shalamai. Sponsors: Artur Pshedzial, Victor Holevow and
Svitlana Semanyshyn, Kateryna Stefanets. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl
Sendeha.

Popovych, Mark Roman baptized and chrismated on September 11,
2023 in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Millville, NJ. Child of Ivan Popovych
and Mariia Popovych. Celebrated by V. Rev. Orest Poukhalskii.

Postolachi, Leah baptized and chrismated on September 13, 2023 in
Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of Valeriu Postolachi
and Cristina Babalau. Sponsors: Efim Caracas, Ana Ghemu/Andrei
Vaslavschi, Cosmina Gelea and Dumitru Orlov, Ludmila Orlov/Vasile
Postolachi, Oxana Postolachi. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Semeniuk, Arthur Jeremiah baptized and chrismated on November
6, 2022 in St. Michael’s Church, Baltimore, MD. Child of Roman
Semeniuk and Valeriia Kozlova. Sponsors: lllia Shkurman and Anna
Semeniuk. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Kryshtompol.

Twomey, Milena Nelson baptized and chrismated on November 11,
2023 in Holy Trinity Mission Church, Sacramento, CA. Child of Antony
Maison Twomey and Viktoriia Yakovleva. Sponsors: Richard Nagel
and Svitlana Kogut. Celebrated by V. Rev. Myroslav Turchak.

Vozna, Kristina Nicole baptized and chrismated on November 19,
2023 in St. Michael’s Church, Baltimore, MD. Child of Yuriy Voznyy
and Tetiana Vozna. Sponsors: Volodymyr Voznyy and Oleksandra
Rubisova. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Kryshtompol.

Yarema, Mark Yurii baptized and chrismated on August 26, 2023 in
St. Andrew Church, Boston, MA. Child of Yurii Yarema and Vladyslava
Severchenko. Sponsors: Yaroslav Korchinskiy and Olga Kondratiuk.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Roman Tarnavsky.

Andre, Leviy-Leonardo Fabian baptized and chrismated on December
23, 2023 in Holy Trinity Mission Church, Sacramento, CA. Child of
Fabian Andre and Yana Andre. Sponsors: Sergii Zakharchuk/Yaroslav
Matviichuk and Larisa Zaitseva/Oksana Velychko. Celebrated by V.
Rev. Myroslav Turchak.

Andre, Solomon-Sky Fabian baptized and chrismated on December
23, 2023 in Holy Trinity Mission Church, Sacramento, CA. Child of
Fabian Andre and Yana Andre. Sponsors: Sergii Zakharchuk/Yaroslav
Matviichuk and Larisa Zaitseva/Veronica-Katya Perez. Celebrated by
V. Rev. Myroslav Turchak.
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Bondarchuk, Isabella Jasmine baptized and chrismated on October
21, 2023 in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of Vasyl
Bondarchuk and Kateryna Missiura. Sponsors: lhor Korytnyk and
Nataliia Holovatiuk. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Chiafullo, Solomiya baptized and chrismated on December 9, 2023
in Holy Trinity Church, Trenton, NJ. Child of Nicholas Chiafullo and
Larysa Chiafullo. Sponsors:Nadiia Rybak. Celebrated by V. Rew.
Zinoviy Zharsky.

Chiafullo, Alessandra baptized and chrismated on December 9,
2023 in Holy Trinity Church, Trenton, NJ. Child of Nicholas Chiafullo
and Larysa Chiafullo. Sponsors: Nadiia Rybak. Celebrated by V. Rev.
Zinoviy Zharsky.

May, Myles Joseph baptized and chrismated on September 17, 2022
in St. Volodymyr Church, Los Angeles, CA. Child of Ricky Joseph May
and Hanna Louise Wybaczynsky. Sponsors: Jake Nikolas Wybaczynsky
and Shannon Rochelle Abeling. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasile Sauciur.

Menesi, Brooklyn-Maria Jo baptized and chrismated on November
5, 2023 in Sts. Michael & George Church, Minneapolis, MN. Child of
Tarek Menesi and Stephanie Korsunsky. Sponsors: Benjamin Baker
and Kristina Korsunsky Romero. Celebrated by Rev. Myron Korostil.

Merola, Joshua baptized and chrismated on December 3, 2023 in Sts.
Peter & Paul Church, Carnegie, PA. Child of John Merola and Lorine
Davis. Sponsors: David Markiw . Celebrated by Rev. John Charest.

Monsfield, Katherine baptized and chrismated on December 3, 2023
in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Carnegie, PA. Child of John Mansfield
and Karen Koren. Sponsors: Tracey Sally. Celebrated by Rev. John
Charest.

Ovcharenko, Luka baptized and chrismated on December 2, 2023 in
St. Michael Church, San Francisco, CA. Child of Ernesto Ovcharenko
and Kira Saprykina. Sponsors: Artem Baranov and Antonina Zenin.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Georgiy Tyapko.

Piskoun, Maksim Mikhail baptized and chrismated on December
9, 2023 in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of Michail
Piskoun and Tanya Gibbs. Sponsors: Kanstantin Melesh and Zhanna
Chaika. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Retornaz, Adrian baptized and chrismated on November 11, 2023 in
St. Michael Church, San Francisco, CA. Child of Philippe Retornaz and
Alla Romanenko. Sponsors: Stanislav Doskalenko and Volha Bialko.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Georgiy Tyapko.

Rusanovskyi, Melania Rose baptized and chrismated on October 22,
2023 in Holy Trinity Church, New York, NY. Child of lhor Rusanovskyi
and Yulia Moskalyuk. Sponsors: and Oksana Zhulyak. Celebrated by
V. Rev. Todor Mazur.

Sabin, Victoria Aurelia baptized and chrismated on October 15, 2023
in St. Mary Church, Allentown, PA. Child of John Matthew Sabin and
Casey Cheyenne Sabin. Sponsors: and Vera Muzychka. Celebrated
by Rev. Richard Jendras.

St. Clair, Jacob William baptized and chrismated on December
2, 2023 in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Carnegie, PA. Child of Joseph
Frankin St.Clair and Catherine Buchanan. Sponsors: John Stasko .
Celebrated by Rev. John Charest.
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St. Clair, Emma Elizabeth baptized and chrismated on December 2,
2023 in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Carnegie, PA. Child of Jacob William
St.Clair and Emily Kathryn Anthony. Sponsors: and Natalie Turicik.
Celebrated by Rev. John Charest.

St. Clair, James Franklin baptized and chrismated on December 2,
2023 in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Carnegie, PA. Child of James William
St.Clair and Emily Katheryn Anthony. Sponsors: Rev. John Charest .
Celebrated by Rev. John Charest.

St. Clair, Emily Kathryn baptized and chrismated on December 2,
2023 in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Carnegie, PA. Child of Anthony
Malcom and Woodley Andrea. Sponsors: and Matushka Laryssa
Charest. Celebrated by Rev. John Charest.

Yur, Oliver Luka baptized and chrismated on December 3, 2023
in St. Michael Church, San Francisco, CA. Child of Oleksii Yur and
Myroslava Duma. Sponsors: Maksym Doroshenko and Valeriia Stovik.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Georgiy Tyapko.

Zhytaryuk, Alex baptized and chrismated on December 16, 2023
in St. Andrew Church, Cumming, GA. Child of Denys Zhytaryuk and
Tatyana Zhytaryuk. Sponsors: Marko Maksym and Alexandra Huesca.

Mark Bezney and Pavai Kaviarasan in St. Peter & Paul Parish, Palos
Park, IL on September 10, 2022, witnessed by Jonathan Bejney.
Celebrant: V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha and V. Rev. Taras Naumenko.

Oleg Gorbeiko and Yuliia-Oksana Kotsan in St. Peter & Paul Parish,
Palos Park, IL on November 11, 2023, witnessed by Vitalii Predko
and Xana Chornovol. Celebrant: V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Volodymyr Gren and Oksana Romanska in St. Peter & Paul Parish,
Palos Park, IL on September 15, 2023, witnessed by Serhiy Oliferuk
and Inna Oliferuk. Celebrant: V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Andrii Holod and Diana Hontal in St. Mary’s Parish, New Britain,
CT on November 11, 2023, witnessed by Pavlo Buben and Tetiana
Mysko. Celebrant: V. Rev. Andrii Pokotylo.

Mykhailo Kulbaba and Natalia Savchuk in St. Andrew Memorial
Church Parish, South Bound Brook, NJ 08880 on November 11,
2023, witnessed by Michael Babiy and Mariia larenyn. Celebrant:
V. Rev. Vasyl Shak.

Oleksey Nazarenko and Olha Brezden in St. Peter & Paul Parish,
Palos Park, IL on September 17, 2023, witnessed by Yuliya
Valnytska and Trent Ten Bruin. Celebrant: V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Valentyn Pidlisnyi and Svitlana Mateich in St. Vladimir Cathedral
Parish, Parma, OH on November 16, 2023, witnessed by Yuriy
Lyshen and Yulia Svitovyi. Celebrant: V. Rev. Michael Hontaruk.

Oleh Yesyphuk and Iryna Zhulavnyk in Holy Trinity Parish,
Sacramento, CA on November 12, 2023, witnessed by Oleksii Shuk
and Olha Zhuk. Celebrant: V. Rev. Myroslav Turchak.



Dushenko, Matthew of Burbank, IL on July 18, 2023 at the age of 3
years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha of Sts. Peter & Paul
Parish, Palos Park, IL 60464.

Dushenko, Serhii of Burbank, IL on September 9, 2023 at the age of
35 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha of Sts. Peter & Paul
Parish, Palos Park, IL 60464.

Hnojewyj, Olexander of Melrose, MN on October 31, 2023 at
the age of 78 years, officiating clergy Rev. Myron Korostil of St.
Michael’s & George’s Parish, Minneapolis, MN 55413.

Kutas, Michael J. of Newtown, PA on November 23, 2023 at the
age of 92 years, officiating clergy Rev. Richard Jendras of St. Mary
Parish, Allentown, PA 18102.
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Vlasich, Nicholas of Munster, IN on October 21, 2023 at the age of
82 years, officiating clergy His Eminence Metropolitan Antony of St.
Michael’s Parish, Hammond, IN.

Zorka, Kathleen of Bridgeport, CT on November 25, 2023 at the age
of 102 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Stephen Masliuk of St. Mary’s
Parish, Bridgeport, CT 06606.

Cessna, Alice Jean of Glen Campbell, PA on December 6, 2023 at the
age of 90 years, officiating clergy Rev. lhor Protsak of St. John the
Baptist’s Parish, Clymer, PA 15728.

Nurko, Ann of Millstone, NJ on January 3, 2023 at the age of 101
years, officiating clergy Rev. Zinoviy Zharsky of Holy Trinity Parish,
Trenton, NJ.

Rich, Elena of Jacksonville, FL on January 22, 2023, officiating clergy
Rev. Zinoviy Zharsky of Holy Trinity Parish, Trenton, NJ.

Sereda, Linda of Chicago, IL on December 21, 2023 at the age of 75
years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha of Sts. Peter & Paul
Parish, Palos Park, IL 60464.

Would you consider helping Ukrainian
children in the time of War?

Sponsor a hand-made toy and help a
child in Ukraine - $300

Please let us know where to mail your
Ukrainian Rabbit Hero

Make your donation and order via the
website

MaeTe 6a)aHHA AONOMOrTH
YKPaiHCLKUM OiTAM B Yac BiAHN?

Wt 3po6iTk noxxepTey B poamipi $300 Ta
W oTpuMailiTe irpalKy pyuHoi pobotm -
THUM }Ee JOoNOMalyM AUTHHI B YKpaiHi!

Byab nacka, paiTe HaM 3HATU, KyAuU
HafgicnaTv Baworo irpallKoBoro
Yupaincekoro Kponmka

3pobiTh NOXKepTBY Ta 3aMOB/IEHHA B
peXxuMi iHTepHeTy

Annua.l Meetmg'

OUR MEETING WILL BE IN
FEBRUARY 2024!

INTERESTED ATTENDEES SHOULD, CONTACT:

« ASC COMMITTEE SECRETARY, CHRIS MILLS:
CHRISMILLS@ALLSAINTSCAMP.ORG

« ASC CHAIRMAN, FR. JOHN HALUSZCZAK:
FATHER JOHN HALUSZCZAK
OTETSIVAN@GMAIL.COM

Glory to Jesus Christ! All Saints Camp Committee would like you to join us
for our Annual Meeting in February 2024! A final date determination will be
selected soon! The Annual Meeting will be held in a virtual format to include
as many interested people to attend as possible! Please email your name
and parish to ASC Secretary, Chris Mills at chrismills@allsaintscamp.
org or ASC Chairman, Father John Haluszczak otetsivan@gmail.com
if interested in attending! Further details will be emailed to you.
Thank you for your continued support of All Saints Camp!
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MEMORY ETERNAL! BIUHA ITAM’ATH!
JANUARY

JANUARY

Archbishop Wolod Did h) - 20 1990
HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN ANTONY  1/26/2013 rehbishop Wolodymyx (Didowych) - January

V. REV. MYRON MYKHAYLYUK 1/2/1977 28th1942-  PROTOPRIEST ISIDORE KOSTIUK

V. REV. PAVLO BODNARCHUK 1/3/1993 27th 1955 - PROTOPRIEST JOSEPH BODNAR

REV. ANDRIY MATLAK 1/9/2013 6th1958 -  PRIEST STEFAN VULCHYN

V. REV. OREST POUKHALSKII 1/9/2000 9th 1968 -  PROTOPRESBYTER JOHN SAWCHUK

V. REV. ROMAN YATSKIV 1/14/1989 9th 1968 - PROTOPRESBYTER LEV WESOLOWSKY

REV. YURII BOBKO 1/18/2020 26th1974-  PRTOPRESBYTER ALEXANDER DOWHAL
9th 1984 -  PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA UHORCZAK

V. REV. IOAN PROTEASA 1/19/1992 28th 1990 -  PROTOPRESBYTER JURI] HULEY

V. REV. HARRY LINSINBIGLER 1/25/2003 17th1996 -  PROTOPRIEST TYT MELNYCHUK

V. REV. GERALD OZLANSKI 1/25/1987 13th1996-  PRIEST GREGORY WOLKOWYNSKY

REV. SVIATOSLAV HOT 1/25/2020 19th 1999 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA HODYNSKY

V. REV. STEPAN BILOGAN 1/28/2001 10th 2002-  PROTOPRESBYTER PETRO BUDNY]

V. REV. NICHOLAS KLODNICKI 1/28/1984 20th 2023 - PROTOPRESBYTER WILLIAM DIAKIW

V. REV. MYROSLAYV SCHIRTA 1/30/1998

ARCHDN. VASYL JANICK 1/28/2006




UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA

JANUARY CELEBRATIONS
B CI4YHI CBATKYEMO

YKPATHCbKA MPABOCAABHA LIEPKBA CLUA

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS
B AKOTOMY CBATKYEMO

YKPATHCbKA MPABOCAABHA LIEPKBA CLLA

EVE OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
HABEUYIP'A PI3ABA XPMUCTOBOIO

7

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOR,
JESUS CHRIST

PI3OBO rOCrnonA BOrA | CMACA HALLIOTO
ICYCA XPUCTA

8
SYNAXIS OF THE BIRTHGIVER OF GOD
COBOP MPECBATOI EOrOPOAMLL

9

HOLY PROTOMARTYR AND ARCHDEACON
STEPHEN

CB. All. MEPLLIOMYYEHWKA | APXNOWVAKOHA
CTEQAHA

14,000 INFANTS SLAIN BY

HOLY INNOCENTS {HEROD IN BETHLEHEM)

(14,000 HEMOBJII T BEWMTIX
CBB. MYHEHVKIB IPOOOM Y BUDAEEMI)

14
ST. BASIL THE GREAT
CBT. BACWJIISA BE/IVKOTO

18
EVE OF THE THEOPHANY
HABEYIP'Sl BOFOABNEHHS

19

HOLY THEOPHANY OF OUR
LORD/BAPTISM OF CHRIST
CBATE BOIOABJIEHHA,
XPELLEHHA rOCrnoaA BOTA

20

SYNAXIS OF THE FORERUNNER,
JOHN THE BAPTIST

COBOP NMPEATEYI | XPECTUTEA
rocnoaHbro I0AHA

30
ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT
MPM. AHTOHIA BE/IMKOIO

ST. GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN
CBT. TPUIOPIA BOTOCJIOBA

12

SYNAXIS OF THE THREE HIERARCHS:

ST. BASIL THE GREAT, ST. GREGORY THE
THEOLOGIAN, AND ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
COBOP BCEJIEHCBbKUX YHUTENIB |
CBATUTENIB: BACU1IA BEJTMKOT O,
FPUTOPIA BOTOCJ/TIOBA | IOAHA 3/T1ATOYCTA

15

THE MEETING OF OUR LORD, GOD AND
SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

CTPITEHHA rOCIrNOAA BOTA | CMACA
HALLIOTO ICYCA XPUCTA

18
ZACCHEUS SUNDAY
HEOTA 3AKXEA

25
SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE
FAST-FREE WEEK
HEONA NMPO MUTAPA TA
®APUCESA

CEOMWLA BCEIOHA



VKPATHCBHKE ITPABOCAABHE CAOBO LIKE US ON

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX WORD FACEBOOK
o PO. Box 495 uocofusa

South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

CALEN VENTS

Get involved in your Church!

The success of all Church spons [ s upon your active participation!

Sunday of the Publican
and the Pharisee

February 25

St. Anthony the Great Start of Great Lent

January 30 March 18

The Meeting of our Lord, God and f. UOCofUSA
Savior Jesus Christ uocofusa.org

February 15

Mailing address: PO Box 495
Zaccheus Sunday South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

Shipping address: 135 Davidson Ave.
February 18 Somerset, NJ 08873

Tel: (732) 356-0090




