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     Óêðà¢íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî

Ïî÷èíàºìî Íîâèé Ð³ê. Ïî÷èíà-
þ÷è éîãî, ìè ç îñîáëèâîþ ðàä³ñòþ
â³òàºìî ³ áàæàºìî îäèí îäíîìó ùàñòÿ,
çäîðîâ’ÿ, ìíîãèõ ë³ò òà âåëèêèõ ìèëîñòåé
â³ä Ãîñïîäà Áîãà.
     Ö³ íàø³ âçàºìí³ ïðèâ³òàííÿ é
ïîáàæàííÿ â äåíü Íîâîãî Ðîêó ö³ëêîì âèïðàâäàí³ ³ çðîçóì³ë³. Àëå ùå
á³ëüø âèïðàâäàíîþ ³ çðîçóì³ëîþ º íàøà ðàä³ñòü ó öåé äåíü, áî é öåé
Íîâèé Ð³ê, ÿê ³ êîæíèé äåíü ÷è õâèëèíà â íàøîìó æèòò³, º äîðîãîö³ííèì
äàðîì Áîæèì äëÿ íàñ ãð³øíèõ.
     Çáåð³ãøè íàñ æèâèìè â ìèíóëîìó ðîö³ ³ âïðîâàäæóþ÷è íàñ ó Íîâèé
Ð³ê, Ãîñïîäü òèì ïðîÿâëÿº íàì îñîáëèâó ëàñêó ³ ìèëîñåðäÿ. Áîæå
Ïðàâîñóääÿ, áåçïåðå÷íî, çíàõîäèòü â íàñ áàãàòî ãð³õ³â ³ áåçë³÷ ïðîâèí,
çà ÿê³ íàëåæàëî á íàñ êàðàòè, àëå áåçìåæíå Áîæå Ìèëîñåðäÿ äî íàñ
ââàæàº ïîòð³áíèì ïðîùàòè íàì ³ ïðîäîâæóâàòè íàøå çåìíå æèòòÿ.
     ² êîëè ìè öå óñâîäîìëþºìî, òî öå îäíà ç íàéãîëîâí³øèõ ïðè÷èí
íàøî¿ ðàäîñò³ ñàìå â äåíü Íîâîãî Ðîêó. Ðàä³ºìî ìè ó öåé äåíü ùå é
òîìó, ùî ç Íîâèì Ðîêîì äàºòüñÿ íàì íîâà ìîæëèâ³ñòü íàïðàâèòè íàøå
æèòòÿ, îñÿãíóòè á³ëüøó ìîðàëüíó äîñêîíàë³ñòü, à ç íåþ ³ â³÷íå ñïàñ³ííÿ.
Íàøå çåìíå äî÷àñíå æèòòÿ º í³÷èì ³íøèì, ÿê ò³ëüêè ïðèãîòóâàííÿì äî
â³÷íîñòè. Âñåìîãó÷èé Òâîðåöü, äàðóþ÷è íàì çåìíå æèòòÿ, áàæàº ùîá
ìè î÷èñòèëè íàø³ äóø³ é çðîáèëè ñåáå ã³äíèìè ïåðåáóâàòè â îñåëÿõ
íåáåñíèõ. Òîìó âëàñíå, àïîñòîë ïîâ÷àº íàñ: “Ãëÿä³òü æå, ÿêáè âàì
îáåðåæíî õîäèòè, íå ÿêî íåìóäð³, à ÿêî ìóäð³, âèêóïëþþ÷è ÷àñ, áî äí³
ëèõ³. Òèì òî íå áóäüòå íåðîçóìíèìè, à ðîçóì³éòå, ùî ºñòü âîëÿ Áîæà”
(ªô. 5, 15-17).
     Àëå ÷åðåç ñëàá³ñòü íàøî¿ âîë³, à ³íîä³ ÷åðåç íàøó ëåãêîäóìí³ñòü ³
áåçïå÷í³ñòü, ìè íå çàâæäè ìîæåìî âñòîÿòè â äîáðîìó. Á³ëüøå äàðîâàíîãî
÷àñó íàøîãî çåìíîãî æèòòÿ ìè, íà æàëü, ïðîâîäèìî â ïîâíîìó ë³íèâñòâ³,
çóæèâàþ÷è éîãî òàê, ÿê ³ çóæèâ  éîãî íåðîçóìíèé, ë³íèâèé ³ ëóêàâèé
ðàá ó â³äîì³é ïðè÷ò³ Ñïàñèòåëÿ  ç ïîäàðîâàíèì öüîìó ðàáîâ³ òàëàíòîì.
(Ìô. 25, 24-30).
     Äîáðå íàì áóäå, êîëè ìè ðîçóìíî âæèâàòèìåìî äàíèé íàì ÷àñ
çåìíîãî æèòòÿ ³ ïîñò³éíî äáàòèìåìî ïðî ñïàñ³ííÿ ñâîº. Äîáðå íàì áóäå,
êîëè ìè êîæíèé ð³ê ³ êîæíèé äåíü íàøîãî çåìíîãî æèòòÿ âæèâàòèìåìî
äëÿ ñâîãî ìîðàëüíîãî óäîñêîíàëåííÿ. Òîä³ ³ Ñàì Ìèëîñåðäíèé Ãîñïîäü,
ÿêèé áàæàº âñ³ì ñïàñòèñÿ ( 1 Òèì. 2,4), ïîìîæå íàì â ä³ë³ íàøîãî ñïàñ³ííÿ,
³ ìè, ÿê äîáð³ ðàáè Éîãî, ùî ðîçóìíî âæèëè òàëàíò äàðîâàíîãî íàì ÷àñó,
â äåíü ñóäíèé óâ³éäåìî â ðàä³ñòü Ãîñïîäà ñâîãî (Ìô. 25, 21-23).
    Àëå ãîðå íàì áóäå, êîëè ìè ³ â íîâîìó ðîö³, ùî éîãî ùå ðàç
ìèëîñòèâî äàðóâàâ íàì Ãîñïîäü, áåçïå÷íî ïåðåáóâàòèìåìî  ó ãð³õàõ!
     Îòîæ, yëþáëåí³ ó Õðèñò³, ðàä³þ÷è íèí³ Íîâèì Ðîêîì, òâåðäî
ïîñòàíîâ³ìî ñîá³ ïðîâîäèòè éîãî çã³äíî ç Áîæîþ âîëåþ.
     Òè æ, Âñåùåäðèé Ãîñïîäè, ùî ëàñêàâî äàâ íàì Íîâèé Ð³ê, äàé
êîæíîìó ç íàñ âñå ïîðò³áíå äëÿ çåìíîãî ³ íåáåñíîãî æèòòÿ, à âñüîìó
óêðà¿íñüêîìó íàðîäîâ³ íàøîìó ìóæí³ñòü ³ ñèëó çàâåðøèòè äîáð³ íàì³ðè
éîãî, ùîá öåé Íîâèé Ð³ê ñïðàâä³ ñòàâ ë³òîì ïðèºìíèì, ë³òîì ùàñëèâèì
äëÿ âñ³õ ³ ó âñüîìó.

“Ãëÿíü îêîì ùèðèì, î Áîæèé Ñèíó, Íà íàøó çåìëþ, íà Óêðà¿íó,
Ç³øëè ¿é ç íåáà äàð ïðåâåëèêèé, Ùîá Òÿ ñëàâèëà âî â³÷í³ â³êè!”

ÍÎÂÈÉ Ð²Ê!ÍÎÂÈÉ Ð²Ê!ÍÎÂÈÉ Ð²Ê!ÍÎÂÈÉ Ð²Ê!ÍÎÂÈÉ Ð²Ê!

         (On the cover - St. Mary Protectress cathedral in Southfield, MI.
Íà îáêëàäèíö³ - êàòåäðà Ïîêðîâà Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Áîãîðîäèö³ â Ñàóòô³ëä, Ì²)
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Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Óêðà¿í³ ³ ïîçà íåþ:

Ìèð Âàì â³ä íàðîäæåíîãî ç ëþáîâè äî âñ³õ íàñ
Ãîñïîäà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà!
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² çíîâó ç ëàñêè Áîæî¿ äî íàñ ïðèõîäèòü â ñåðå-
äèí³ çèìè âåëèêå ñâÿòî Ð³çäâî Ãîñïîäà ³ Ñïàñà íàøîãî
²ñóñà Õðèñòà, íåñó÷è íàì âåñíÿíó ðàä³ñòü, ðàä³ñòü íàðî-
äæåííÿ Íåìîâëÿ, “ðàä³ñòü âåëèêó, ÿêà áóäå âñ³ì ëþäÿì.
Áî íèí³ ó ì³ñò³ Äàâèäîâîìó íàðîäèâñÿ Ñïàñèòåëü, ÿêèé
º Õðèñòîñ Áîã” (Ëê. 2, 10-11).

Ñüîãîäí³ íàðîäæóºòüñÿ Òîé íà ïðèõ³ä ÿêîãî
íàä³ÿëèñÿ ñòàðîçàâ³òí³ ïðàâåäíèêè, Òîé ïðî ÿêîãî
ïðîâ³ùàëè ïðîðîêè íàðîäó ²çðà¿ëüñüêîãî, Òâîðåöü ñâ³òó,
Âñåñèëüíèé Áîã – Âñåäåðæèòåëü íàðîäæóºòüñÿ â³ä
Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Ä³âè Ìàð³¿ ÿê íåì³÷íå ëþäñüêå Íåìîâëÿ. Äðóãà
îñîáà Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Òðîéö³, Ñèí Áîæèé ñòàº  Ñèíîì
Ëþäñüêèì, ùîá çðîáèòè íàñ ñèíàìè Áîæèìè ïî áëà-
ãîäàò³, ùîá ìè ìîãëè áåçáîÿçíî, íåîñóäíî ïðèçèâàòè
Íåáåñíîãî Áîãà ÿê Îòöÿ. Ñèí Áîæèé ñõîäèòü ç íåáåñ,
ùîá âñ³õ íàñ ï³äíÿòè äî íåáåñ, ùîá äàðóâàòè íàì
æèòòÿ â³÷íå, “áî áëàãîóãîäíî áóëî Îòöþ, ùîá ó Íüîìó
áóëà âñÿ ïîâíîòà ³ ùîá ÷åðåç Íüîãî ïðèìèðèòè ç Ñîáîþ
âñå, óìèðîòâîðèòè ÷åðåç Íüîãî, Êðîâ’þ õðåñòà Éîãî, ³
çåìíå, ³ íåáåñíå” (Êîë. 1, 19-20). Ñèí Áîæèé ïðèíè-
æóºòüñÿ Ñâî¿ì íàðîäæåííÿì, ÿê ïèøå àïîñòîë Ïàâëî:
“áóäó÷è îáðàçîì Áîæèì, ïðèíèçèâ Ñåáå Ñàìîãî, ïðè-
éíÿâøè âèãëÿä ðàáà, çðîáèâøèñü ïîä³áíèì äî ëþäåé,
³ ç âèãëÿäó ñòàâ ÿê ëþäèíà” (Ôëï 2, 6-7) ç áåçêîíå÷íî¿
ëþáîâ³ äî íàñ.

Ñüîãîäí³ ðàä³º íåáåñíå ³ çåìíå, ñüîãîäí³ “ïðèé-
øëà ïîâíîòà ÷àñó” (Ãàë. 4,4), ÿêó ÷åêàëè â³êàìè, ÿêà
îá³öÿíà  Áîãîì, ñüîãîäí³ çáóëîñÿ ñêàçàíå Ãîñïîäîì ÷åðåç
ïðîðîêà, ÿêèé ãîâîðèòü : “îñü Ä³âà â óòðîá³ ïðèéìå é
íàðîäèòü Ñèíà, ³ íàðå÷óòü ³ì’ÿ Éîìó Åììàíó¿ë, ùî îçíà-

÷àº – ç íàìè Áîã” (Ìò 1,22). Àíãåëè ³ ëþäè äóõîâíî
ðàä³þòü. ² ñüîãîäí³ ìè ðàçîì ç Ñâÿòîþ Öåðêâîþ ñï³âàºìî:
“Õðèñòîñ íàðîäæóºòüñÿ – ñëàâ³òå, Õðèñòîñ ç íåáåñ –
çóñòð³÷àéòå, Õðèñòîñ íà çåìë³ – âåëè÷àéòå” (³ðìîñ 1
ï³ñí³ êàíîíà Ð³çäâÿíî¿ óòðåí³).

Ñâ³ò, ÿêèé ï³ñëÿ ãð³õîïàä³ííÿ Àäàìà ³ ªâè, áóâ
îïîâèòèé ñìóòêîì ³ òåìðÿâîþ, ÿêèé âòðàòèâ ÷åðåç ãð³õ
ñèí³âñüêèé çâ’ÿçîê ç Áîãîì, ñüîãîäí³ òîðæåñòâóº, áî
Ñèí Áîæèé Ñâî¿ì íàðîäæåííÿì çíîâó â³äíîâëþº
ëþäñüêîìó ðîäó øëÿõ äî ïðèìèðåííÿ ëþäèíè ç Áîãîì,
øëÿõ äî âñèíîâëåííÿ ³ îáîæåííÿ.

Â ñüîãîäí³øí³é âå÷³ð á³ëüø ÿê 2000 ðîê³â òîìó
íàçàä íàä ñâ³òîì çàñ³ÿëà íîâà Âèôëåºìñüêà çîðÿ, ùîá
ïîêàçàòè øëÿõ äî íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ
ó Âèôëåºìñüê³é ïå÷åð³ ñõ³äíèì ìóäðåöÿì. ßê ïèøå
ªâàíãåëèñò Ìàòâ³é, îäí³ ç ïåðøèõ, ÿê³ ïðèéøëè
ïðèâ³òàòè íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Áîãî÷îëîâ³êà áóëè ìóäðåö³
ç³ Ñõîäó, ùî áà÷èëè çîðþ Éîãî ³ ï³øëè ïîêëîíèòèñü
Éîìó (Ìò. 2,2). Ñâÿòèé ²îàí Çîëîòîóñò çàçíà÷àº, ùî
Âèôëåºìñüêà çîðÿ íå áóëà çâè÷àéíîþ ç³ðêîþ, òîìó ùî
ðóõàëàñü íå òàê ÿê çâè÷àéí³ çîð³ íà íåáîñõèë³ ò³ëüêè ç³
ñõîäó íà çàõ³ä, à íàâ³òü ç ï³âíî÷³ ç ªðóñàëèìó íà ï³âäåíü
äî Âèôëåºìó, ñõ³äí³ ìóäðåö³ ¿¿ áà÷èëè ³ âäåíü ³ âíî÷³,
÷àñàìè ç³ðêà ùåçàëà, à ÷àñàìè ïîÿâëÿëàñÿ, ùîá ïîêà-
çàòè äîðîãó, à êîëè òðåáà ³ çóïèíÿëàñÿ, ÿê íàä Âèôëå-
ºìñüêîþ ïå÷åðîþ äå áóëî Íåìîâëÿ (Ìò. 2,9). Ñâÿòèé
²îàí Çîëîòîóñò ðîáèòü âèñíîâîê, ùî öå áóëà íå ïðîñòà
çîðÿ, à íåâèäèìà ñèëà, ÿêà ïðèéíÿëà îáðàç ç³ðêè. ²íø³
Ñâÿò³ Îòö³ çàçíà÷àþòü, ùî öå áóâ Àðõàíãåë Ãàâðè¿ë,
ÿêèé ïðèéíÿâ îáðàç ç³ðêè, à ï³ñëÿ ¿õ ïîêëîí³ííÿ ³



Christ is Born!
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Feast of the Nativity
of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ 2009

To the Venerable Clergy, Monastics and Faithful
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church beyond

the Borders of Ukraine and to our Brothers and
Sisters of the Faith in Ukraine:

Peace be with you from the Christ-Child –
born of God’s Love for us!

Once again, we experience, by the grace of God,
the Great Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, God and Savior
Jesus Christ in the midst of Winter, bringing to us a Spring-
like joy, the joy of the birth of the Infant, “a great joy
which will be for all people…for there is born to you this day
in the city of David, a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord” (Luke
2: 10-11).

Today is born the One whose advent the Righteous
men and women of the Old Testament hoped for, the One
proclaimed by the Prophets of the nation of Israel, the Creator
of the World, the Almighty and Sustaining God is born of the
All-Holy Virgin Mary as a weak human child.  The Second
Person of the Holy Trinity becomes the Son of Man, to make
us children of God by Grace, so that we may, with boldness
and without condemnation call upon our Heavenly God, as
Father. The Son of God descends from the Heaven to raise all
to Heaven, to grant us life eternal, “For it pleased the Father
that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on
earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the
blood of His Cross (Colossians 1: 19-20). By His birth the Son
of God humbles Himself as the Apostle Paul says: “…being in
the form of God…made Himself of no reputation, taking the
form of a bondservant and coming in the likeness of men”
(Philippians 2:6-7) with endless love for us.

Today heaven and earth rejoice, “the fullness of
time has arrived” (Galatians 4:4), anticipated for centuries,
promised by God - “So all this was done that it might be
fulfilled, which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet,

saying:  ‘Behold, the Virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son,
and they shall call his name Emmanuel’, which is translated
‘God with us.’” (Matthew 1:22) Angels and humans spiritually
rejoice. Today we sing with the Holy Church: “Christ is born –
glorify Him! Christ has come from Heaven – welcome Him!
Christ is on earth – exult Him! (Irmos of the Nativity Matins
Canon)

The world, which after the sinful fall of Adam and
Eve, was veiled in sadness and darkness and because of sin
lost its filial relationship with God, rejoices today for the Son
of God, by His nativity, again renews to humanity the path of
reconciliation with God, which leads to adoption by God and
to Theosis (becoming one with God).

On the eve of this Holy Day, more that 2000 years
ago, the new Bethlehem star shone above the world to
guide the Wise Men from the East to the new-born Christ
the Savior in a Bethlehem cave. As the Evangelist Matthew
records, among the first to arrive and welcome the new-
born God-man were the Wise Men from the East, “who saw
His star and came to worship Him” (Matthew 2:2). Saint John
Chrysostom comments that the star of Bethlehem was not
an ordinary star, for it moved not as do other stars in the
firmament, from east to west, but from the north of
Jerusalem to the south to Bethlehem; the wise men from
the east saw it throughout the day and the night, until it
stood over the Bethlehem cave, “where the young child was.”
(Matthew 2:9)

Saint John Chrysostom states that this was not an
ordinary star, but an invisible power, which appeared in the
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Christ is Born!
form of a star. Other Holy Fathers note that it was the
Archangel Gabriel, who assumed that form of a star and
who, after the Wise Men worshipped and presented gifts to
the new-born Christ the Savior, appeared to them in a dream
in his true form, warning them not to return to Herod.

More than 2000 years ago the star of Bethlehem
guided the Wise Men to worship the newborn Savior and
today that star guides all of us to our parish churches to
worship Him, Who is “the Way, the Truth and the Life.” (John
14:6)  For more than 1020 years this star of Bethlehem has
enlightened the way traveled by our God-loving Ukrainian
people in Ukraine and beyond her borders. This path of life in
Christ, followed by our people was at times similar to the
times of martyrdom experienced in the early ages of
Christianity.  For over 70 years the satanic Communist empire
sought to replace the star of Bethlehem with its red star, but
the light of the star of Bethlehem never did and never will
grow dim and will never cease to enlighten the way traveled
by our God-loving nation for “God is with us”, Who is born
today in Bethlehem of Judea.

We wholeheartedly greet all of you – our spiritual
children and our brothers and sisters in the Faith and by blood
lineage, who reside in Ukraine and in the Diaspora, with the
great feast of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
and we pray that the blessings of the new-born Christ the
Savior will remain with you at all times unto the ages of ages.

In His abundant Love and with great Joy,

+ Constantine
Metropolitan – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

and in Diaspora

+ John
Metropolitan – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Antony
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+Ioan
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora

+ Yurij
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Jeremiah
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church, South America Eparchy

+ Ilarion
Bishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Andrij
Bishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Daniel
Bishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

(Conclusion from p. 4) (Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 3)

+ Êîíñòàíòèí
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ

 ³ â ä³àñïîð³;

+ ²âàí
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³;

+ Àíòîí³é
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ;

+ ²îàí
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ä³àñïîð³;

+ Þð³é
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³;

+ ªðåì³ÿ
Àðõèºïèñêîï Ï³âäåííî-Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿

Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè.

+ ²ëàð³îí
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³;

+ Àíäð³é
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³;

+ Äàíè¿ë
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ
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ïðèíåñåííÿ äàð³â íîâîíàðîäæåíîìó Õðèñòó Ñïàñèòåëþ
ó ñí³ âæå ç’ÿâèâñÿ ñõ³äíèì ìóäðåöÿì â ñâîºìó ä³éñíîìó
îáðàç³, íàêàçóþ÷è ¿ì íå ïîâåðòàòèñÿ äî ²ðîäà.

Á³ëüø ÿê 2000 ðîê³â Âèôëåºìñüêà çîðÿ ïðèâåëà
ìóäðåö³â ç³ Ñõîäó ïîêëîíèòèñÿ íîâîíàðîäæåíîìó Ñïà-
ñèòåëåâ³ ³ ñüîãîäí³ öÿ çîðÿ ïðèâåëà âñ³õ íàñ äîðîãîþ
äî õðàì³â Áîæèõ, ùîá ïîêëîíèòèñÿ Òîìó, ÿêèé Ñàì º
“äîðîãîþ, ïðàâäîþ ³ æèòòÿì” (²â.14,6) íàøèì. Âæå
á³ëüøå ÿê 1020 ðîê³â öÿ Âèôëåºìñüêà çîðÿ îñâ³òëþº
øëÿõ íàøîìó Áîãîëþáèâîìó óêðà¿íñüêîìó íàðîäîâ³ â
Óêðà¿í³ ³ çà ¿¿ ìåæàìè. Öåé øëÿõ áóòòÿ ó Õðèñò³ íàøîãî
íàðîäó áóâ ÷àñàìè ïîä³áíèé äî ÷àñ³â ìó÷åíèöüêèõ
ïåðøèõ â³ê³â õðèñòèÿíñòâà, ïîíàä 70 ðîê³â ñàòàíèíñüêà
êîìóí³ñòè÷íà ³ìïåð³ÿ õîò³ëà ï³äì³íèòè ñâ³òëî Âèôëå-
ºìñüêî¿ çîð³ ñâîºþ ÷åðâîíîþ ç³ðêîþ, àëå ñâ³òëî Âèôëå-
ºìñüêî¿ çîð³ í³êîëè íå çíèêàëî ³ íå çíèêíå ç³ øëÿõó
íàøîãî áîãîëþáèâîãî íàðîäó, áî ç íàìè Áîã, ÿêèé
ñüîãîäí³ íàðîäæóºòüñÿ ó Âèôëåºì³ Þäåéñüêîìó.

Ñåðäå÷íî â³òàºìî âñ³õ âàñ, íàøèõ áðàò³â ³ ñåñòåð
ïî â³ð³ ³ êðîâ³, â ä³àñïîð³ ³ â Óêðà¿í³ ç âåëèêèì ñâÿòîì
Ð³çäâà Ãîñïîäà ³ Ñïàñà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà ³ ìîëèìî,
ùîá áëàãîñëîâåííÿ íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ
ïåðåáóâàëî íàä âñ³ìà âàìè çàâæäè ³ ïîâñÿê÷àñ ³ íà
â³êè â³÷í³.

Â Õðèñòîâ³é ëþáîâ³ òà ðàä³ñíèìè â³òàííÿìè,



Âåëèêà ñâ³òîâà ïîä³ÿ Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî, ïåðø³
îïîâ³äàííÿ ïðî ÿêó íàïèñàí³ áóëè ñâÿòèìè ºâàíãåëè-
ñòàìè Ìàòâ³ºì ³ Ëóêîþ íå ï³çí³øå, ÿê âñòàíîâëåíî
³ñòîðè÷íîþ íàóêîþ, ñåìèäåñÿòîãî ðîêó ï³ñëÿ íàðîäæåííÿ
Õðèñòà, ñòàëà ïîò³ì ïðåäìåòîì íàäçâè÷àéíî øèðîêî¿
òâîð÷îñò³ ó ð³çíèõ íàðîä³â õðèñòèÿíñüêèõ: â ¿õí³é ïîåç³¿,
ñï³â³, ìóçèö³, ìàëÿðñòâ³. Áî æ ÷óäåñíå Íàðîäæåííÿ ²ñóñà
Õðèñòà â³ä Ïðå÷èñòî¿ Ä³âè Ìàð³¿, ÿê ÿâëåííÿ Áîãà â ò³ë³
íà çåìë³ äëÿ äóõîâíîãî â³äðîäæåííÿ ëþäñòâà, ö³ëêîì
ïîíîâëåíîãî ãð³õîì, ãëèáîêî çâîðóøóâàëî ëþäñüê³
ïî÷óòòÿ, áóäèëî òâîð÷³ óÿâëÿííÿ é äóìêè ëþäåé.
Ðîçóì³ºòüñÿ, ùî îñíîâíèé ìàòåð³àë äëÿ ö³º¿ òâîð÷îñò³
ð³çíèõ íàðîä³â íà òåìè Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî çíàõîäèìî ³
õàðàêòåðíå äëÿ òîãî ÷è ³íøîãî íàðîäó ñïðèéìàííÿ ñàìî¿
ïîä³¿ òà ¿¿ çíà÷åííÿ, õàðàêòåðíèé ñêëàä ïî÷óâàíü,
çâ’ÿçàíèõ ç ïîä³ºþ, ñâîºð³äíèõ äëÿ òî¿ ÷è ³íøî¿ íàö³¿.

Íàø óêðà¿íñüêèé íàðîä, â³äêîëè ïðèéíÿâ â³í
â³ðó Õðèñòîâó â Õ â³ö³ çà ÷àñ³â êíÿçÿ Âîëîäèìèðà
Âåëèêîãî, æîäíå ç õðèñòèÿíñüêèõ ñâÿò òàê íå øàíóâàâ
ñâîºþ òâîð÷³ñòþ, ÿê ñâÿòî Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâãî. Ð³çäâÿí³
ñâÿòà âæå é ïî ÷àñó äâîòèæíåâîãî ñâÿòêóâàííÿ ¿õ, â³ä
ñâÿòîãî Âå÷îðà ï³ä Ñàìå Ð³çäâî ïî÷èíàþ÷è é çàê³í÷óþ÷è
Áîãîÿâëÿííÿì Ãîñïîäí³ì, íàçèâàí³ì â ïðîñòîð³÷÷³
“Âîäîõðåùàìè”, çàéìàþòü âèêëþ÷íå ì³ñöå â³ä ÷àñ³â
ñèâî¿ ñòàðîâèíè â öåðêîâíî-ãðîìàäñüêîìó ïîáóò³ íàøèõ
ïðåäê³â. ² ðàçîì ç òèì óêðà¿íñüêèé íàðîä íàéá³ëüøó
òâîð÷³ñòü ðåë³ã³éíî¿ íàðîäíî¿ ïîeç³¿, ñï³âó ðîçâèíóâ ç
ïðèâîäó ³ êðóã ñâÿò Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî.

Ò³ Ð³çäâÿí³ ï³ñí³-êîëÿäêè, ùåäð³âêè, ùî ¿õ ç òàêîþ
íàñîëîäîþ ñëóõàºìî ìè êîæíîãî ðîêó ï³ä ÷àñ Ð³çäâÿíèõ
ñâÿò, (ïîçà òèìè Ñâÿòàìè ñï³âàòè ¿õ íå ïðèéíÿòî) – öå
ëèøå îñòàíêè òîãî âåëè÷åçíîãî ïîåòè÷íîãî é ìóçè÷íîãî
áàãàòñòâà, ÿêå óòâîðèâ íàø íàðîä â ÷àñàõ ðîçöâ³òó ñâîãî
ïîáîæíîãî æèòòÿ ó ìèíóëèõ  â³êàõ. ² â ö³é òâîð÷îñò³
íàéá³ëüøå âðàæàº òå, ÿê óêðà¿íñüêèé íàðîä âñåñâ³òíþ
ïîä³þ Õðèñòîâîãî Ð³çäâà ìàëþº íà òë³ ñâîãî ð³äíîãî
æèòòÿ, ñâîãî ùîäåííîãî ïîáóòó, òàê ò³ñíî ïîâ’ÿçàíîãî ç
ïðèðîäîþ Óêðà¿íè é ç ïðàöåþ íàðîäà-õë³áîðîáà.

². Âëàñîâñüêèé

Êîëè öåðêâà ñï³âàº, ùî “Öàð íåáåñíèé ç
÷îëîâ³êîëþáñòâà íà çåìë³ ç’ÿâèâñÿ ³ ç ëþäüìè ïîæèâ”,
òî íàø íàðîä â ñâî¿é ð³çäâÿí³é ïîåç³¿ íåáî é çåìëþ
ð³äíèòü òàê áëèçüêî, òàê ïðîñòî é äóøåâíî, ÿê ìîæå
ðîáèòè öå ò³ëüêè ùèðå ñåðöå ç ùèðîþ â³ðîþ â
áëèçüê³ñòü ³ ëþáîâ Áîæó äî ÷îëîâ³êà. Íàðîä óÿâëÿº ñîá³
Íåìîâëÿòêî Õðèñòà â ÿñëàõ íà ñ³í³, ïåëþøêàìè
ñïîâèòîãî, óÿâëÿº, ÿê Áîæà Ìàòè Õðèñòà êóïàº, ñïîâèâàº,
â ÿñëà êëàäå, ÿê ñ³ð³ âîëè, ÿê³ ñîòí³ ðîê³â óæå º äðóçÿìè
â ïðàö³ óêðà¿íñüêîãî ñåëÿíèíà é óêðà¿íñüêîãî ÷óìàêà,
ö³ âîëè íàä òèìè ÿñëàìè ñòîÿòü, íà ñâÿòå Äèòÿòêî ñâî¿ì
äóõîì äèõàþòü. Íàðîä ñï³âàº, ÿê ñèâà çîçóëåíüêà ïî
âñ³õ ñàäàõ ë³òàº, âñ³ì ïðî Õðèñòîâå Ð³çäâî ñïîâ³ùàº, ³ ÿê
²ðîä “òðàâó ñòèíàº, ë³ñè ðóáàº, ìîðå ñïóñêàº, Õðèñòà
âáèòè øóêàº”. Óêðà¿íñüêèé íàðîä óâîäèòü Õðèñòà, Áîæó
Ìàò³ð ³ ñâÿòèõ â ñâî¿ õàòè, â ñâîº ãîñïîäàðñòâî, õî÷å
áà÷èòè ¿õ çà ò³ºþ ïðàöåþ, ÿêîþ ñàì ïðàöþº, ùîá âîíè
òó ïðàöþ îñâÿòèëè, íàäàº ¿ì, íåáåñíèì íàñåëüíèêàì,
ò³ òÿæê³ ïðèãîäè íà çåìë³, ÿêèìè é ñàì á³äóº. Â³í ñï³âàº
ïðî òå, ÿê “ó ïîë³ ïëóæîê îðå, çà òèì ïëóæêîì Õðèñòîñ
õîäèòü, Áîæà Ìàòè ¿ñòè íîñèòü, ñâ. Ïåòðî ïîãàíÿº”, ÿê
“íà ð³÷ö³ Éîðäàí³ òàì Ïðå÷èñòà ðèçè ïðàëà”, ÿê øóêàº
Áîæà Ìàòè Ñèíà ñâîãî “ïî ëàíàõ øèðîêèõ”…

Áóâ ÷àñ, êîëè óêðà¿íñüêîìó íàðîäîâ³ çàáîðîíÿëè
ñï³âàòè ïî öåðêâàõ ö³ éîãî ïîáîæí³ ð³çäâÿí³ êîëÿäêè.
Íå çíàòè, ÿê òåïåð; ìîæå íå ò³ëüêè ïî öåðêâàõ, àëå
âæå é ïî õàòàõ â Óêðà¿í³ ¿õ íå ñï³âàþòü… Øèðîêî ëóíàþòü
çàðàç â äí³ Ð³çäâÿíèõ Ñâÿò óêðà¿íñüê³ êîëÿäêè ïî
óêðà¿íñüêèõ öåðêâàõ, óêðà¿íñüêèõ õàòàõ â Êàíàä³,
Àìåðèö³, Àâñòðàë³¿, Çàõ³äí³é Åâðîï³…

Äàâí³ çàáîðîíè ìîòèâóâàëèñü ÷àñòî ÿêðàç òèì,
ùî ñï³â ïî öåðêâàõ óêðà¿íñüêèõ êîëÿäîê º íåïîøàíîþ ³
äî õðàì³â, ³ äî ñàìèõ ñâÿòèõ, áî æ óÿâëåííÿ Õðèñòà,
Áîæî¿ Ìàòåð³ ³ ñâÿòèõ â îáñòàâèíàõ óêðà¿íñüêîãî
ñåëÿíñüêîãî æèòòÿ ïðèíèæóº – ìîâëÿâ – ¿õ ñâÿò³ñòü.

Ð²ÇÄÂÎÐ²ÇÄÂÎÐ²ÇÄÂÎÐ²ÇÄÂÎÐ²ÇÄÂÎ
ÕÐÈÑÒÎÂÅÕÐÈÑÒÎÂÅÕÐÈÑÒÎÂÅÕÐÈÑÒÎÂÅÕÐÈÑÒÎÂÅ
Â ÄÀÂÍ²ÉÂ ÄÀÂÍ²ÉÂ ÄÀÂÍ²ÉÂ ÄÀÂÍ²ÉÂ ÄÀÂÍ²É

ÒÂÎÐ×ÎÑÒ²ÒÂÎÐ×ÎÑÒ²ÒÂÎÐ×ÎÑÒ²ÒÂÎÐ×ÎÑÒ²ÒÂÎÐ×ÎÑÒ²
ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎÃÎÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎÃÎÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎÃÎÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎÃÎÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎÃÎ

ÍÀÐÎÄÓÍÀÐÎÄÓÍÀÐÎÄÓÍÀÐÎÄÓÍÀÐÎÄÓ

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 14)
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Ðîçêàæó âàì îäíó äóæå ãàðíó Ð³çäâÿíó ³ñòîð³þ.
Îäíîìó íàøîìó ́ àçä³ â êàðïàòñüêèõ ãîðàõ ïðèñíèâñÿ
äóæå äèâíèé ñîí. Îòî îá’ÿâèâñÿ éîìó Õðèñòîñ, ùî
ïðèéäå äî íüîãî íà ñàì Ñâÿòèé Âå÷³ð. ¥àçäà, íà ³ì’ÿ
Ñåìåí ñâÿòî ïîâ³ðèâ ó òóþ îá³òíèöþ Ñïàñèòåëÿ. ² ÿê
íàðåøò³ ïðèéøîâ Ñâÿòèé Âå÷³ð ñòàâ çâîðóøëèâî
î÷³êóâàòè ñâÿòîãî Ãîñòÿ ç íåáà.

Æ³íêà ñê³í÷èëà ïðèãîòóâàííÿ äëÿ îá³öÿíîãî Ãîñòÿ
ç íåáà. Ñåìåí çàñâ³òèâ ñâ³÷êó é íåòåðïåëèâî ñòàâ ÷åêàòè
íà ïðèõ³ä Ñïàñèòåëÿ. Áî ñâÿòî â³ðèâ, ùî òàê ä³éñíî
ñòàíåòüñÿ.

Ìèíóëè ãîäèíè. Óæå äàâíî, ÿê ïîêàçàëàñÿ íà
íåá³ ïåðøà ç³ðêà, à Õðèñòîñ íå ïðèõîäèòü. Ïîðà çàñ³äàòè
äî Ñâÿòî¿ Âå÷åð³, àëå Ñåìåíîâ³ íå ñï³øíî òîãî ðîêó.
Óñïîêîþº ñâîþ æ³íêó, íåõàé áóäå òåðïåëèâà, áî îñü-
îñü ïðèéäå Õðèñòîñ äî Õàòè. Ñåðöå ñòóêîòèòü â ãðóäÿõ
– ùî éîìó ñêàçàòè ³ ÿê ïðèâ³òàòè Áîæîãî Ñèíà, ÿê
ïåðåñòóïèòü ïîð³ã õàòè.

² íå âèäíî ²ñóñà! Îñü ³äå õòîñü âóëèöåþ; íå
âèäíî äîáðå, áî ãóñòèé ñí³ã ïàäå. Ìîæå òî Õðèñòîñ
³äå? Í³, òî ³äå óáîãà æ³íêà ç äèòèíîþ íà ðóêàõ, âäîâèöÿ
ç êðàþ ñåëà. À â ðóêàõ òðèìàº ñâîþ ìàëó äèòèíó,
ïîçàâèâàíó â ëàõì³òòÿ. Ëåäâè ïîñóâàºòüñÿ ïî ñí³ãó. Ìîæå
îáîº ãîëîäí³, ìîæå íèí³ ùå í³÷îãî íå ¿ëè, ñïèòàâ ñåáå
Ñåìåí. Îòâîðèâ äâåð³ â ñ³íÿõ, çàêëèêàâ á³äíó æ³íêó äî
òåïëî¿ õàòè, íàêîðìèâ òà é ùå îáäàðóâàâ. Áî íèí³
Ñâÿòèé Âå÷³ð, òðåáà õðèñòèÿíèíîâ³ áóòè ìèëîñåðäíèì;
òðåáà ïîêàçàòè òèì, ùî â á³ä³ ³ íóæä³ ñï³â÷óòòÿ é
ìèëîñåðäÿ.

À ²ñóñà íå âèäíî. Çíîâó äîðîãîþ ³äå ñ³ëüñüêèé
ïàñòóõ, Ãðèöü. Äîáðèé ´àçäà êëè÷å éîãî äî õàòè, áî
â³í ìîæå òàêîæ ãîëîäíèé òîãî âå÷îðà. Áî â³í òàê íåñì³ëî

çàãëÿäàº äî êîæíî¿ õàòè.
Ìîæå õòî ïîãîäóº éîãî íèí³,
öüîãî çèìîâîãî ñâÿòî÷íîãî
âå÷îðà? Æ³íêà íàêîðìèëà
Ãðèöÿ, ùå é äàëà äåùî â
òîðáèíó. Ñåìåíà íåïîêî¿òü
îäíà äóìêà: ÷è íàïðàâäó ïðèéäå Õðèñòîñ ñüîãîäí³ äî
éîãî õàòè? ßê éîìó îá³öÿâ áóâ ó ñí³? ×è ìîæå öå áóâ
ïóñòèé ñîí, ÿê äåêîëè áóâàº?

Ïîï³ä â³êíà  éäå ñòàðèé Àðòåì. Á³äàêà
âñòèäàºòüñÿ öüîãî âå÷îðà ñòóêàòè ó äâåð³ òà ïðîñèòè
ìèëîñòèí³. Íå ãîäèòüñÿ òîðáóâàòè ëþäåé íà Ñâÿò Âå÷³ð.
Ñåìåí ïîáà÷èâøè éîãî – êèâíóâ ãîëîâîþ, êëè÷å
ñòàðîãî â õàòó. Ùîá³ëüøå, êàæå Àðòåìîâ³ çàíî÷óâàòè ó
õàò³, áî òàì íà äâîð³ òàêà õóðòîâèíà ïî÷àëàñÿ.

À äå ²ñóñ? Ìàáóòü òàêè íå ñïîâíèòüñÿ éîãî
ñîí, ð³çäâÿíèé ñîí ëåìê³âñüêîãî ́ àçäè. Íå äàðîì êàæóòü
ñòàð³ ëþäè: “Ñîí – ìàðà, Áîã â³ðà!” Ïîâå÷åðÿëè,
ïîìîëèëèñÿ. Ñâî¿ì çâè÷àºì ïåðåä ñíîì áåðå â ðóêè
ñâÿòó Á³áë³þ. Ñâÿùåííà êíèãà ÷îãîñü ñàìà îòâîðèëàñÿ,
î÷³ Ñåìåíà ñïî÷èëè íà Õðèñòîâîìó ñëîâ³: “Íàïðàâäó
êàæó âàì, ùî âè çðîáèòå îäíîìó ç öèõ ìî¿õ íàéìåíøèõ
– òî öå âè ìåí³ ñàìîìó çðîáèòå”…

Ó ñëüîçàõ çàìêíóâ Ñåìåí Ñâÿòó Êíèãó – ³
çðîçóì³â Áîæó ²ñòèíó! Íå îäèí ðàç, à òðè ðàçè íàâ³äàâñÿ
äî íüîãî òîãî Ñâÿòîãî Âå÷îðà ñèí Áîæèé… Çà êîæíèì
àêòîì áðàòîëþá³ÿ ñòîÿâ êîëî íüîãî íåâèäèìî òîãî
âå÷îðà Õðèñòîñ. Öå Éîãî ñàìîãî â³í ïðèéíÿâ ó õàòó,
îãð³â ³ íàêîðìèâ ó ñâî¿é õàò³ ó öåé çèìîâèé Ñâÿò Âå÷³ð
ó êàðïàòñüêèõ ãîðàõ. Ñàìîãî Õðèñòà ²ñóñà.

ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÐÎÆÄÀªÒÜÑß – ÑËÀÂ²ÒÜ ÉÎÃÎ!

ÄÅ ÍÀÌ ØÓÊÀÒÈ ÕÐÈÑÒÀ?
(Ëåìê³âñüêå Ð³çäâÿíå îïîâ³äàííÿ)
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Ó öþ í³÷ îñîáëèâî â³ä÷óâàºòüñÿ, ùî Ð³çäâî, –
ñâÿòî ç’ÿâëåííÿ íà çåìë³ Ñïàñèòåëÿ íàøîãî, – öå ñâÿòî
ïðîñëàâëþâàííÿ Ãîñïîäà çà Éîãî íåçì³ðíå ìèëîñåðäÿ
äî ãð³øíîãî ëþäñòâà, âèÿâëåíå ç³ñëàííÿì Ñèíà Ñâîãî
ó íàø ìàðíèé ñâ³ò. “Ñëàâà Áîãó íà âèñîò³!”

Îäíî÷àñíî öå é ñâÿòî âîçâåëè÷åííÿ ëþäèíè,
ùî çàäëÿ íå¿ ñòàëàñÿ âåëè÷íà òàºìíà ïîä³ÿ. Ç Ð³çäâîì
ïðèõîäèòü “íà çåìë³ ìèð”, à “ó ëþäÿõ äîáðà âîëÿ”, ÿê
ïðî öå çàïèñàâ ºâàíãåëèñò Ëóêà (2:14). Ïðî öåé ñïîê³é
ó ëþäÿõ ñï³âàº ï³ä ÷àñ Ð³çäâà Öåðêâà, ïðî öå ñï³âàºòüñÿ
é ó ïðàäàâí³õ ï³ñíÿõ íàøîãî íàðîäó.

Çàáóò³ íèí³ óñ³ âíóòð³øí³ ðîçäîðè, – äî êîæíî¿
õàòè ïðèõîäÿòü ç ïðàäàâí³ìè ï³ñíÿìè êîëÿäíèêè, à ùå
ï³çí³øå – ùåäð³âíèêè; ùèðî áàæàþòü âîíè, âåëè÷àþ÷è
ìåøêàíö³â äîìó öüîãî, çäîðîâ’ÿ, çàìîæíîñòè, ùàñòÿ ó
äðóæí³é ðîäèí³.

Ïðèõîäèìî ç êîëÿäêàìè é íèí³ äî ð³äíèõ,
çíàéîìèõ ³ ÷óæèõ. Çàáóâàºìî ïðî íàéð³çí³ø³ ñóñ³äñüê³,
ïàðò³éí³, â³ðî³ñïîâ³äí³ íåïîðîçóì³ííÿ ³ ðîçõîäæåííÿ.
Çä³éñíþºòüñÿ, íåñâ³äîìî íàì ñàìèì, òðàäèö³ºþ íàøîãî
äîáðîãî íàðîäó, ºäíàííÿ. “Áîæå íàì ºäí³ñòü ïîäàé”,
ñòàº âæå íå ò³ëüêè íåóñâ³äîìëåíèì, óòåðèòèì âèñëîâîì.
Ö³ ñëîâà íàáèðàþòü âèìîâíîñòè, ïåðåêîíëèâîñòè ³ âîíè
çä³éñíþþòüñÿ. Ñëîâà ïåðåõîäÿòü ó ÷èí ³ òîìó òàêà ðàä³ñòü
ó çóñòð³÷àõ íåçíàéîìèõ íàì êîëÿäíèê³â, òîìó òàêå ùèðå
çàïðîøóâàííÿ ïðèãîñòèòèñÿ òà ïðèéíÿòè íàø³ ùåäð³
äàðè.

Ùå äóìàºòüñÿ ó öþ í³÷ ïðî ïðîäîâæåííÿ íàøîãî
ïîêèùî õâèëåâîãî ºäíàííÿ. “Ïðîáóâàéòå ó ëþáîâ³ Ìî¿é”,
çàïîâ³â Õðèñòîñ. Òîæ, ä³éñíî, íåïðàâäîìîâåöü òîé, õòî
òâåðäèòü ïðî ëþáîâ äî Áîãà, à íåíàâèäèòü áðàòà ñâîãî

       Îé, âèäèòü Áîã, âèäèòü Òâîðåöü,
                         Ùî ìèð çàãèáàº;
                         Àðõàíãåëà Ãàâðè¿ëà
                         Â Íàçàðåò ïîñèëàº…

Ñüîãîäí³ àíãåëè ïðîâîçâ³ùàþòü ñïàñåííó ïîä³þ
³ ìíîãîñòðàæäàëüí³é Áàòüê³âùèí³ íàø³é. Âîíè
çàïîâ³äàþòü, ùî òåðï³ííÿ òàêè ñê³í÷àòüñÿ. Áî êîëèñü
òàêîæ ó áåçíàä³éíîñò³ ïåðåáóâàâ ð³ä ëþäñüêèé, – äîêè
íå çàñÿÿëà éîìó ç³ðêà Â³ôëåºìñüêà. Ç³ðêà, ùî ñïîâ³ùàº
ïîò³õó ³ òèì, õòî ïåðåáóâàº íèí³ ó íåâèìîâíèõ óòèñêàõ.

×è æ ³ ìè, ùî ó öþ í³÷ ïåðåáóâàºìî ó áåçïåö³
é äîáðîáóò³, íå ïîâèíí³ ïîáàæàòè, ùîá ³ ñòðàæäó÷èì
áëèçüêèì áóëî íèí³ ñïîâ³ùåíî, ùî ó ðàä³ñòü çì³íÿòüñÿ
ùå ¿õí³ òåðï³ííÿ? Ùîá ³ âîíè ïî÷óëè: “ß îñü áëàãîâ³ùó
âàì ðàä³ñòü âåëèêó, ùî ñòàíåòüñÿ óñ³ì ëþäÿì”.

Ùå íàïëèâàþòü ãàäêè ïðî äàâí³ ä³¿, êîëè íàðîä
íàø çàíåïàäàâ ³ ëèøå Öåðêâà ñêð³ïëÿëà éîãî ³
ïðîáóäæóâàëà äî âèòðèâàëîñòè. Âîðîãàì íå ïîâåëîñÿ
çíèùèòè ñèëó íàðîäó. Àëå é íèí³ ëèøèëàñÿ íàðîäîâ³
Öåðêâà, ÿêó é âîðîãè íåñïðîìîæí³ ðîçâàëèòè. Âîíè
âèìîðäóâàëè ïðàö³âíèê³â Öåðêâè íà Áàòüê³âùèí³, àëå
íå ïîâåëèñÿ ¿õí³ íàìàãàííÿ çðóéíóâàòè Öåðêâó, ùî
îïèíèëàñÿ ïîçà Áàòüê³âùèíîþ. ̄ õí³ çóñèëëÿ ðîçêîëîòè
ºäí³ñòü, ¿õí³ ï³äøåïòè, çëîçàäóìè ³ çëî÷èíè íå ïîâåëèñÿ.
Ïåðåìîãëà â³ðí³ñòü ïðàáàòüê³âñüê³é Öåðêâ³.

Ùîá³ëüøå, Öåðêâà ñêð³ïèëàñü, çäîáóâàº
íàëåæíå ¿é ì³ñöå ó ðîäèí³ ³íøèõ þðèñäèêö³é ³
â³ðî³ñïîâ³äàíü ³ íàâ³òü ñòàº ñóìë³ííÿì öèõ ³íøèõ, –
íàãàäóþ÷è ¿ì ïðî íåïåðåñòàíí³ ï³äñòóïí³ é êðèâàâ³ ä³ëà
ñó÷àñíîãî ²ðîäà. Òàê áóëî õî÷ áè íà íåäàâí³õ
ì³æöåðêîâíèõ íàðàäàõ, òàê º ó âèñòóïàõ íà îáîðîíó
ïåðåñë³äóâàíèõ, ó ïðèãàäóâàííÿõ ïðî ï³äñòóïí³
çëîçàäóìè, ùî ¿õ õî÷óòü çä³éñíèòè âîðîãè Õðèñòà íàâ³òü
ï³ä ÷àñ òàêèõ ñïàñåííî-âåëè÷íèõ õðèñòèÿíñüêèõ
ºäíàííÿõ, ÿê çàïëàíîâàíèé Âñåïðàâîñëàâíèé
Âñåëåíñüêèé Ñîáîð.

Ïîêëèêàííÿ Öåðêâè â³ä÷óâàþòü ¿¿ â³ðí³ ³
íàìàãàþòüñÿ, ñâîºþ ñï³âïðàöåþ, ñïîìîãòè ̄é. Öå æ ¿õí³ìè
ñï³ëüíèìè çóñèëëÿìè çäâèãíåí³ ÷èñëåíí³ õðàìè, ì³æ
ÿêèìè ïèøàºòüñÿ ³ Õðàì-Ïàì’ÿòíèê ó Áàâíä Áðóêó. ̄ õí³ìè
çóñèëëÿìè ëóíàþòü ï³ñíîï³ííÿ ó öåðêâàõ, äðóêóþòüñÿ
êíèãè ³ æóðíàëè, ³ñíóº öåðêîâíèé Îñåðåäîê ç éîãî
êóëüòóðíèìè ñêàðáàìè, â³äêðèòî Äóõîâíó Ñåì³íàð³þ.

Óñå öå ñòâîðåíî ÷èñòèìè ñåðöÿìè æåðòâåííèõ
õðèñòèÿí, ÿê³ ä³ëÿòüñÿ é îñòàíí³ì ³ç ñâîãî çäîáóòêó.
Îïîâ³äàþòü ïðî îäíó ïîáîæíó æ³íêó, ÿêà, ìàéæå
ùîì³ñÿöÿ, ïðèñèëàº íà óòðèìàííÿ Ñåì³íàð³¿ óâåñü ñâ³é
ì³ñÿ÷íèé çàðîá³òîê. Âîíà, – âæå ó ïîõèëîìó â³ö³, –
çàïåâíÿº ó ñâî¿õ ëèñòàõ, ùî âò³øíî ¿é ï³äòðèìóâàòè
îáåçäîëåíó Öåðêâó íàøó, à òèì ñàìèì ³ îáåçäîëåíó
Áàòüê³âùèíó íàøó.

Æåðòâà öå âåëèêà, ëþáîâ öå âåëèêà, àëå æ “
Òàê áî Áîã ïîëþáèâ ñâ³ò, ùî äàâ Ñèíà Ñâîãî
Îäíîðîäæåíîãî, ùîá êîæåí, õòî â³ðóº â Íüîãî, íå
çàãèíóâ, àëå ìàâ æèòòÿ â³÷íå”.

Íåõàé æå áóäå “Ñëàâà Áîãó íà âèñîò³, ³ íà
çåìë³ ìèð, ó ëþäÿõ äîáðà âîëÿ”!

Äóìêè ó Ð³çäâÿíó í³÷...
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radition:T The Christmas Calendar . . . . . . . . . . by V. Rev. Dennis Kristof

It is a sad reality in the Orthodox
Church today that the feast of the Birth
of Christ is celebrated on two different
dates: December 25 and January 7.
This divergence over which calendar
the Orthodox Church should use
for Her liturgical life is one that is
hotly debated and rather com-
plex. For most people, the
calendar issue merely comes
down to what date Christmas is
celebrated: December 25 or
January 7. This is a misconcep-
tion. No one actually celebrates
Christmas on January 7. Every-
one celebrates it on December
25. However, because the Julian
Calendar is now at a 13-day
variance with the modern calen-
dar, December 25 on the Julian
Calendar is January 7 on the
modern calendar. How can a
calendar be wrong? This can be a
bit confusing to explain.

The calendar is set up so
that a year is 365.25 days long. In
reality, a year is only 365.242
days long. That means that every
year the calendar is 11 minutes and 15
seconds too long. By itself this does
not seem like a big deal, but over time,
these minutes begin to add up. After
128 years, they add up to a whole day.
Already by the beginning of the Fifth
Century, John Chrysostom mentioned
that astronomers had noticed that the
equinox was happening days before it
was supposed to. In the 16th Century,
Pope Gregory VII decided to correct
the problem by adding ten days onto
the calendar (the Julian calendar was
only at a ten day divergence then).
Most non-Roman Catholic countries
did not initially go along with this, but
eventually most did. The Julian
Calendar continues to lose time and is
presently at a 13 days divergence. In
the year 2100, it will lose another day
so that Christians following the Julian
Calendar will be celebrating Christmas
on January 8 starting in the year 2101!

The question of the calendar is

really a scientific problem, not a
doctrinal problem. The Church never
officially approved a calendar, it merely
followed the one that was in existence
at the time, and has actually changed

the calendar when necessary. Unfor-
tunately the Orthodox Church is
divided: The Churches of Constanti-
nople, Alexandria (but not the Coptic
Church), Antioch, Greece, Cyprus,
Romania Finland and Poland follow
the modern calendar. The Churches of
Jerusalem, Russia, Ukraine, Belarus,
Serbia and Georgia still follow the
Julian calendar. In the United States,
only the Ukrainians, Serbians, Synodal
and Patriarchal Russian, Byelorussians
and some Greeks still follow the Julian
Calendar. At least ten parishes in the
UOC of the USA have changed to the
modern calendar.

There are pros and cons to the
calendar discussion. Some prefer
celebrating the Birth of Christ
according to the Julian Calendar
because it is separated from the
secular distractions which accom-
pany the celebration of Christmas on
December 25. Others prefer celebrat-

ing it on December 25 because it is a
legal holiday and it can be celebrated
without missing work or school. The
downside of this is that in many
parishes that have switched to the so-

called New Calendar, people still
do not attend Christmas services
at the Orthodox Church because
they have already established
other family traditions  which they
attend the non-Orthodox on that
day. Either they attend a
spouse’s church on December
25, or they have totally turned
December 25 into a pagan
holiday and seem to resent the
Church interfering with that
celebration.

Conversely, some feel it is
hypocritical to be celebrating on
December 25 since it is in reality
December 12 on the Julian
calendar, and therefore a day of
fasting. Some prefer January 7
because it forms a solidarity with
those celebrating the feast on the
same day in the old country.
Others prefer December 25 for the

exact opposite reason: They want to
associate with the American society
in which they live which gears itself to
celebrating on December 25. They
also question the validity of celebrating
Christmas twice.

There are good and bad
arguments both ways, and they can
become quite heated. It really is a
decision which requires prayer and
purity of heart. In many cases,
however, there is a certain amount of
insincerity and/or pride which infects
the debate, and should never be part of
the discussion. Celebrating on one
date as opposed to another does not
make one a better Orthodox believer
than one who prefers to celebrate on
another day. Making the Incarnation,
God-With-Us, a reality in your life is
true Orthodoxy. The question really
boils down to this: Which date enables
Christ to be born in our hearts and
minds?
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It is difficult to financially make it
through any holiday season,
but with the economy in

such a big slump, it will be even
more challenging to get through
this year. Incomes or pensions, if
you are lucky enough to have
either, cannot keep pace with ever
growing household expenses.
Stretching a dollar to its fullest
potential has already become a
way of life, so how can that same
dollar be stretched even further to
accommodate all of the additional
Christmas needs?

It is helpful to begin by reassess-
ing every aspect of what is really needed
to celebrate Christmas, i.e., what is
needed to celebrate the Birth of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. As Orthodox
Christians, this should always have been
our focus, but a concerted effort this year
could save money in the end.

Naturally, creating a holiday
budget and sticking to it is the first step in
assuring that you financially survive until
2009. However, there are some ways to
make that budget more realistic to
accomplish without completely sacrificing
long standing Christmas traditions.

Prioritizing your holiday needs
allows you to outright eliminate some
ultimately unnecessary expenses while
paring down on others. A few ways to
save money over the holidays are sug-
gested here. Keep in mind, everyone is
feeling the crunch this year. Your efforts
might be the ones that stand out as the
most admirable and creative to those with
whom you share this Christmas season.

I will never understand how the
tradition of sending Christmas cards has
endured for so many decades, particularly
when it is a task most everyone dreads
facing. Invariably every year, there is always
one person who mails a card to arrive the day
after Thanksgiving, which only serves as a reminder
of just how behind in my preparations I am from the
start. The biggest problem with this project is selecting
appropriate cards. Finding a religious card to send rather than one of
Santa Claus or holiday flowers shares the true message of the season.
If you feel that someone on your list might be offended by receiving a
religiously themed card, then perhaps this is the year to remove him/her
from your list. What is being celebrated if not the birth of Jesus Christ,
and, more importantly, is it something that you personally  need to
acknowledge?

Although hesitant to make such a suggestion, there is one other
way to greet people without any cost involved: Sending e-cards on-line.
Using any computer search engine, type in “free ecards” or, more
specifically, “free religious Christmas ecards” and you will get many sites
to peruse. This may seem impersonal, but if it is confined to this tough
economic year, and explained as such, then whoever receives it should
appreciate the time and effort you put into it. Believe me, I have spent
hours selecting just the right birthday card, with the right colors, font and
message, so although there is no monetary investment, there most
certainly is one of your time.

One final option is to not send cards at all. Instead, consider
making a quick (because everyone is busy during this time of year), and
more importantly,  free phone call or visit.  Either of these is likely to be
even more  remembered, particularly if the recipient is a shut-in or lives
alone.

Maintaining Christmas Traditions
      in these Financially Challenging Times

It is always wonderful to announce to our
neighborhood that the Saving Light has come into

our dark world through an outdoor Christmas display.
Driving around completing errands is so much more

tolerable with these lights to admire. As they carry me
through my otherwise boring routines, I am reminded of how
they once served as pacifiers when I dragged my toddlers

along with me.
Perhaps this is the year that the display is streamlined to

exclude the superfluous snow men, or cartoon characters, or even candy
canes. Fewer lights mean less lights to replace, not to mention a lower
electric bill, too. Of course, there is nothing wrong with just placing a
decorated indoor tree in the window and considering yourself finished either!

 

by Pani Dobrodyka Barbara Kristof
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What would Christmas be without a delightful assortment of
beautifully wrapped presents under the tree? Parents want every child
to be happy, grandparents have an ever increasing number of
grandchildren to include, newly married’s suddenly have two families to
consider, and we all want to appropriately acknowledge the special
people in our lives. So, Christmas gifts are probably the most difficult
area in which to save.

Naturally, the most obvious way to cut corners in this area is
to shop only during sales, use coupons (search for them on-line, too),
and give home made gifts. However, there are a few other ways to cut
gift expenses, too. Do you really have to tip your mail carrier $20 this
year? Or, can you spend $50 for one toy for Johnny instead of $30 each
for two? Savings like these can add up quickly. Maybe this is the year
that you establish a family gift exchange where everyone draws only one
member’s name from a pool and then has only one gift to buy. Keeping
these names a secret until Christmas adds to the fun of the day, and no
one is left out.

Consider also shopping at resale stores. What once was
limited to only Goodwill or St. Vincent’s Society, has now grown into a
market sponsored by many various charities with many levels of quality
merchandise at each location. Not only would gifts cost less, but they
would also help to support some very worthy causes. It is important to
be selective about what is purchased at resale shops since the
merchandise cannot be returned, but there are many bargains to be had
for a scrutinizing shopper. If you just cannot bring yourself to shop in
those stores, then consider going through your stuff and making a
donation instead. Many of these organizations, like the Society for the
Blind or Disabled Veterans, will pick up your donation
from your home, making it even easier to clear out some
space for the holidays. There is the added bonus of
getting a tax deduction with your donation, too.

It is important to remember that gifts do
not always have to be physical objects. A gift of
time can be equally as treasured, especially in a
parish or a community organization. The
holidays always bring additional needs that your
time can help alleviate. In a parish, taking on the
responsibility of watering the poinsettias is
something no one considers, for example.
Just ask. You will likely be given a choice
that fits both your time and talents.

Next to gifts, the most challenging
area in which to save is with food.
Christmas, like most major Feast Days, is
entirely steeped in food and leaving
anything out would ruin the entire
celebration. However, even here there are
some options.

Consider organizing a cookie
swap with your family, at work, in your
neighborhood, or within the parish. Decide
ahead of time how many dozen of one type
of cookie each person is to bring, and
then make sure everyone goes
home that day with the same
number of now assorted
cookies. You may be
making the same num-
ber of cookies as in
years past, but your
ingredients list will
not be as extensive,
and you may end up
with some variet-
ies that you would
never have con-
sidered making on
your own.

Sharing the cooking  responsibili-
ties would also work for Christmas Eve Holy
Supper and for Christmas day as well. Do
not try to provide everything that you have in
the past if you can ask others to contribute
dishes. It may mean that you will have to
share some long guarded recipes, but the
exchange will financially be worth it.

A nice idea for Christmas Eve is to
become involved with the traditional meal
through your parish. Consider joining their
celebration, if there is a standing one, or
volunteer to organize the event if your parish
has never done it. Single members can
share in a meal they may otherwise find too
labor intensive to undertake alone, and new
parishioners can begin to learn the
traditions of this meal. Those who cannot
contribute by cooking a dish can financially
support the effort instead. Best of all,
providing this meal at the church means
that there are many hands to help with the
clean up and then everyone is already
present to participate in the parish
Christmas Eve service.

“It is helpful to begin by reassessing every
aspect of what is really needed to celebrate
Christmas, i.e., what is needed to celebrate
the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
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sound familiar? Things in life that were supposed to bring
him joy and communion with God instead resulted in sorrow
because of sin? Yet, God visited Cain in his sorrow, asking
‘Did you not sin?’ God affirms verbally what Cain already
knew in his heart. How much sadness and depression is
rampant today as a result of our spiritual failures and worse,
our failure to acknowledge them as sin? When we fail to
rightly commend our lives to God, those things which are
God’s gifts to us can become a source of great sorrow.

Cain lost his ability to “divide (his offering) rightly2”
(v.6). This means that Cain was blinded by self love, and
was unable to rightly discern what he was doing and in the
end, do what is right. Is not the spiritual life the process of
discerning what is right and wrong and doing right? We
would say today that Cain lost his ‘moral compass’. God
does not abandon Cain but says, “Be still”. Find your center
and let the passions subside by admitting the truth and
allowing grace to calm your soul and return to God.

Cain would have none of it - rejecting the spiritual

Raising Cain . . .

Be Careful How You
Make Your Offering

Part 2
by Rev. Fr. Bob Holet

In the previous article in this series we
began to explore how the themes of steward-
ship and offering have been embedded in our
Orthodox way of life, the biblical narrative and
our human experience. The capacity to offer
is the basis of our deepest human capabili-
ties and this is why offering has a religious,
symbolic quality to it. Love is based on
offering, and if we are human beings and we
love, then we offer to another that which we
have received, and what we offer is emblem-
atic of who we are. The same can be said of
our relationship with God.

Because offering is fundamental to our
human nature, the theme of offering is central to
biblical history, and there is much that we can
learn about ourselves in these stories, such as
that of Cain and Abel (Gen. 4)1. As you may recall,
Abel as a shepherd offered his first and finest - a
pure, firstborn lamb from his flock and this sacri-
fice was pleasing and acceptable to God, while
Cain offered only a more or less random ‘portion’ of
his offering. Cain’s offering was rejected by God -
and it caused a further rupture in his soul and in
his relationship with God.

Evil upon Evil

What was Cain’s response to God’s rejection of his
gift? Deep, deep sadness. Depression. Emotional
disconnection and rejection. These are passions that rose
up within him because God ‘called’ Cain’s behavior,
pointing out to Him that his offering was incomplete
because it was it was not offered with his whole heart.

Cain was shaken to the core of his being by all of this.
Yet, while God rejected His initial offering, He visited Cain
with encouragement, and with warnings about how to deal
with his fallen, broken human nature and the temptations he
was facing. He taught Cain saying that while “He brought his
offering rightly, he did not divide it rightly” (v. 8) - meaning
that his action was not the problem as such, rather the
problem was intention of his heart. Cain’s offering was
casual, careless and inattentive. If he had truly loved God
and wished to truly honor Him, he would have brought his
first and finest, like his brother.

The passions that rage within Cain as a result of his
failure to make a holy offering to God now became a torrent:
Cain becomes “extremely sorrowful” (v.5) and grew more
and more despondent – as a result of his sin. Does this
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remedy which God offered. Rather, he looked at his brother,
Abel, whose sacrifice, as the first and finest in its quality
and inner character, was deemed acceptable to God.
Cain’s despondency was accompanied by envy of his
brother and his ‘success’. His jealousy turned to hatred,
and his despondency turned to rage. He sought out his
brother and rose up in pride against his Abel and killed him!
(v. 8)

Cain then becomes a liar. God, confronts Cain asking,
“Where is Abel” and He responds, “I do not know.” The devil,
the Father of lies is ruling his heart. Such is the foolishness
of sin that (like his father Adam) Cain thinks he can hide
from the Truth. But God knows, and sees – not only our
actions, but our inner hearts.

The curse of God upon Cain for what he did, that the
land would no longer ‘yield its strength’, is punishment on
the tiller of the land to help him realize, through the things
of this earth and his daily toil, that he must change and
acknowledge that all he has comes from God and to do
everything possible to restore his relationship with God.

There is yet more – in fact, the very worst. Cain, in
Cain’s vision, will be hidden from God’s face! (v.14) Cain
cast himself as utterly bereft and abandoned by God -
deluded into believing that God would abandon him
completely in pain and suffering and destined to roam the
earth and be slain by another. This is critically important
because it shows how the human being, filled with pride and
anger, can judge himself in a way that does not even allow
God to save him and presumes that God does not love him
or is incapable of saving him. How ironic that Cain feels that
others would execute vengeance upon him for his deed, yet
he could not see that if God had wanted to execute
vengeance could have done so immediately, and justly.
But, God intervenes and tries to save Cain saying, ‘Not so’
and offers a type of protection for Cain’s earthly life,
breaking through the failed vision of Cain that God has
abandoned Him

God has not abandoned Cain, but Cain abandons
God. Cain’s movement away from God is complete – he
runs away. He “went out of the presence of the Lord” (v. 16)
to Nod (meaning ‘wandering’) which is “opposite Eden” -
opposite of where God wanted Him to be and created Him
(and his father) to be. Cain is restlessly searching for his
own hell, as Cain is ruled now by fear. Cain felt utterly ‘cut
off’ from God. This is the depth of inhumanity – losing all
connection with our Lord, our loving Creator., by a self-
imposed, self willed life orientated to misery. One might
compare the spiritual trajectory of Judas to find the parallels
in his fall.

Let’s Not Go There

The point of this whole exercise is to examine the
broad ramifications of whether we exercise holy
stewardship or not. For Abel, his righteous sacrifice led to
his acceptance by God – and communion with Him. For

Cain, his failure to be a good steward of what God gave to
him unleashed the power of sin within his soul. What was
the reason for Cain’s unwillingness to offer his best to God?
Was it that He didn’t want to give to God His best – feeling
that a ‘token offering’ would suffice? How dangerous it is to
offer a only a token gift to God! It is a sign that we consider
God only worth a token to us in our souls. There is a direct
correlation between the interior state of our souls and the
sacrifices that we offer to God. There is no escaping this.
Perhaps we should we put mirrors in our collection plates
at Church – because just as surely as a mirror reflects our
countenance – so our offerings reflect our inner selves. This
is the first lesson of many lessons that we can learn from
Cain and Abel.

Another lesson for us is that much of sin into which we
fall, the rule of the passions, may find its root in our
relationship with God as manifest by our practices of
stewardship. The most obvious sins like avarice and
covetousness point to how we prefer the things of this earth
to God. Do we, like Cain, fail to offer the best and hold back
and hoard the best for ourselves rather than offer this to
God? Offering our gifts to God, in a righteous way, can be
a spiritual remedy for these sins. But we should not ignore
the possibility that other sins and human weaknesses –
anger, jealousies, running away, despondency, murder,
lying, running away, fear, spiritual coldness and general
malaise and misery may be related to our attitude toward
God, and an orientation to stewardship may be something
of a spiritual remedy to these ills.

Finally, fearfully, shall we ask ourselves: Is my offering
at the Sunday Liturgy made in a holy, sincere and righteous
way, giving of myself totally to God? Or like Cain, is my
participation in the Liturgy “casual, careless and
inattentive”. If the latter, then is it any wonder when we
experience strife, spiritual disconnection from God and the
Church, and a host of other sins in our life and in our
parishes – things like anger, avarice, pride, jealousy,
depression, and ‘assassination’?

So we can see that indeed, material offerings to God
from the very beginning of the Bible were important an
important dimension of spiritual life. The offering of Abel
would serve as a typological model of the very sacrifice of
the God-Man Himself, our Lord Jesus Christ. In the coming
articles we will visit other biblical examples in the offerings
of Noah, Melchizedek, Abraham and others who reflected
their love and trust in God through their actions, seeking the
way to offer a righteous offering of our ‘first and finest’.

Note: If you wish to comment on this article or other
aspects of stewardship in our Church please feel free to
contact Fr. Robert at: stewardship@embarqmail.com

1 Please note that this article uses quotations from the new Orthodox
Study Bible, which differs somewhat in translation from other biblical
translations. The differences are significant and interesting.
2 To bring ‘right worship/sacrifice’ can be a loose translation of
‘Orthodoxy’.
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Íå ðîçóì³ëè ò³, õòî òàê êàçàâ, êîëè íàâ³òü ùèðî êàçàâ, âèñîêî¿
÷èñòîòè ðåë³ã³éíèõ óÿâëåíü íàøîãî íàðîäó, âåëèêî¿ ³ òåïëî¿ éîãî ëþáîâ³
äî Õðèñòà, Áîæî¿ Ìàòåð³ é ñâÿòèõ ñàìå â òîìó, ùî íàðîä íàáëèæàâ ¿õ
äî ñåáå, áà÷èâ ¿õ ñâî¿ìè ð³äíèìè, óëþáëåíèìè é íåðîçëó÷íèìè ó âñ³õ
îáñòàâèíàõ ñâîãî ðàä³ñíîãî é ñóìíîãî, òðóäÿùîãî æèòòÿ.

ßêèé âèñîêèé ïðèêëàä íàëåæíîãî ðîçóì³ííÿ é â³äíîøåííÿ äî
öèõ íàðîäíèõ óÿâëåíü â ðåë³ã³éí³é òâîð÷îñò³ íàøîãî íàðîäó ïîäàº íàñ ñâ.
Äèìèòð³é Ðîñòîâñüêèé, ñèí êîçàêà Ñàâè Òóïòàëà ç ì³ñòå÷êà Ìàêàðîâà íà
Êè¿âùèí³. Ãëèáîêèé óêðà¿íñüêèé áîãîñëîâ ÕV²²-ÕVIII â³ê³â, â³äîìèé
âåëè÷åçíîþ ïðàöåþ “×åòò³-Ìèíº¿” àáî “Æèò³ÿ ñâÿòèõ” íà ö³ëèé öåðêîâíèé
ð³ê, ñâÿòèòåëü Äèìèòð³é íàïèñàâ “Ð³çäâÿíó äðàìó”, â ÿê³é òàê ñàìî, ÿê ³ â

Ð²ÇÄÂÎ ÕÐÈÑÒÎÂÅÐ²ÇÄÂÎ ÕÐÈÑÒÎÂÅÐ²ÇÄÂÎ ÕÐÈÑÒÎÂÅÐ²ÇÄÂÎ ÕÐÈÑÒÎÂÅÐ²ÇÄÂÎ ÕÐÈÑÒÎÂÅ
Â ÄÀÂÍ²É ÒÂÎÐ×ÎÑÒ² ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎÃÎÂ ÄÀÂÍ²É ÒÂÎÐ×ÎÑÒ² ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎÃÎÂ ÄÀÂÍ²É ÒÂÎÐ×ÎÑÒ² ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎÃÎÂ ÄÀÂÍ²É ÒÂÎÐ×ÎÑÒ² ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎÃÎÂ ÄÀÂÍ²É ÒÂÎÐ×ÎÑÒ² ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎÃÎ

ÍÀÐÎÄÓÍÀÐÎÄÓÍÀÐÎÄÓÍÀÐÎÄÓÍÀÐÎÄÓ

óêðà¿íñüêèõ êîëÿäêàõ, ìàëþº ïîä³¿ Íàðîäæåííÿ Õðèñòà
íà òë³ óêðà¿íñüêîãî ñåëÿíñüêîãî ïîáóòó, îñîáëèâî â ä³ÿõ,
äå âèñòóïàþòü ïàñòóõè-â³â÷àð³. Â “íîâèõ îíó÷àõ ³
ïîñòîëàõ” á³æàòü âîíè íà â³ñòêó àíãåëà ïðî íàðîäæåííÿ
Ñïàñèòåëÿ äî âåðòåïó ïîêëîíèòèñÿ Íåìîâëÿò³ Õðèñòó, ³
âêëîíÿþ÷èñü, òàê ñï³â÷óâàþòü Éîìó:

² ïîäóøå÷êè â Òåáå íåìà, òà é îä³ÿëüöÿ íåìàº,
Ùîá Òîá³ òåïëåíüêî áóëî, íàø Ìèëèé Ñâ³òå!
Íà íåá³ â Òåáå, ÿê êàæóòü, ïàëàö³â º áàãàòî,

À òóò íà çåìë³, â öüîìó âåðòåï³, ëåæèø Òè, âáîãå,
Â ÿñëàõ, íà ñóõîìó ñ³í³, ïîì³æ íåðîçóìíî¿ ñêîòèíè…

Ñàì Òè Ñåáå óáîãèì çðîáèâ, õî÷ âñ³ì äàºø ïîæèâó.
Òî íàì, ñåëÿíñüêèì ïàñòóõàì, ëåæàòè òóò ïðèëè÷íî,

À Òîá³, Ñïàñèòåëþ íàø, öå çîâñ³ì íå çâè÷íî”…

Íà æàë³ æ ïàñòóõ³â, ùî âîíè íå ìàþòü ïîäàðóíêà
Õðèñòó, àíãåë çàñïîêîþº ¿õ: “Ãîñïîäü íå ïîòðåáóº
âàøîãî äîáðà, à íàâïàêè Ñàì óñ³ì âñå äàðóº. Âè æ
ëèøå îäèí äàð íåñ³òü Éîìó: âàøå ÷èñòå ñåðöå”. Îöå
“÷èñòå ñåðöå” íàðîäó, òàê õàðàêòåðèñòè÷íå é äëÿ âñ³º¿
äàâíüî¿ òâîð÷îñò³ óêðà¿íñüêîãî íàðîäó, â ïîåç³¿, ñï³âàõ,
îáðÿäàõ íà òåìè Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî.

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 6)

The Taras Shevchenko School of Ukrainian Studies
of St. Vladimir’s Cathedral, Parma, Ohio began its 2008-
2009 academic year with a prayer service – Moleben –
in the Cathedral on Saturday, September 6th.

The school presently has 175 students, divided
into 12 classes and a pre-kindergarten class.  Ukrainian
School staff includes 4 clergy, who teach religion, and 21
lay teachers.  Director of the school is Dr. Volodymyr
Bodnar.

Øêîëà Óêðà¿íîçíàâñòâà ³ì. Òàðàñà Øåâ÷åíêà
ïðè Ñîáîð³ Ñâ. Âîëîäèìèðà, Ïàðìà, Îãàéî, 2008 –
2009 íàâ÷àëüíèé ð³ê áóâ ðîçïî÷àòèé ç Ìîëåáíÿ â
Êàòåäð³ Ñâ. Âîëîäèìèðà ó Ñóáîòó 6-ãî âåðåñíÿ.

Çàðàç ó øêîë³ íàâ÷àºòüñÿ 175 ó÷í³â, ïîä³ëåíèõ
íà 12-òü êëàñ³â ³ ïåðåäøê³ëëÿ. Äî â÷èòåëüñüêîãî ñêëàäó
íàëåæèòü 21 â÷èòåëü, ñåðåä íèõ 4 ñâÿùåíèêè, ÿê³
âèêëàäàþòü ðåë³ã³þ. Äèðåêòîð øêîëè º äð. Âîëîäèìèð
Áîäíàð.
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Öå íàäçâè÷àéíå ñâÿòî âøàíóâàâ ñâîºþ ïðèñóòí³ñòþ
Ïðåîñâÿùåííèé ºïèñêîï Äàíè¿ë, êîòðèé ïðèáóâ äî Ñàí Ôðàíöèñêî
â ñóáîòó, 4 æîâòíÿ ó ñóïðîâîä³ ñåì³íàðèñòà Ñâÿòî-Ñîô³¿âñüêî¿
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Áîãîñëîâñüêî¿ Ñåì³íàð³¿ ³ïîäèÿêîíà Âàñèëÿ
Ïàñàêàñà. Ãîñòåé çóñòð³ëè íàñòîÿòåëü ïàðàô³¿ ïðîòîïðåñâ³òåð Îëåêñ³é
Ëèìîí÷åíêî, ãîëîâà ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ óïðàâè Â³òàë³é Â³ç³ð òà çàñòóïíèê
ãîëîâè Êóðò³ñ Âîç íà ì³æíàðîäíîìó ëåòîâèù³ ì³ñòà Ñàí Ôðàíöèñêî.
Âå÷îðîì òîãî æ äíÿ, áóëà â³äñëóæåíà Âå÷³ðíÿ äåêàíîì Çàõ³äíüîãî
äåêàíàòó ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ î. Âàñèëåì Ñàâ÷óðîì â ñîñëóæ³íí³ î. ²âàíà
Ïåòðóùàêà - íàñòîÿòåëÿ ïàðàô³¿ ñâ. ²âàíà Õðåñòèòåëÿ â Ïîðòëàíä, ÎÐ,
î. Ñòåïàíà Êèð³àêîó òà î. Àð³ñà Ìåòðàêîñà – îáèäâà ³ç ì³ñöåâèõ
ãðåöüêèõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ öåðêîâ.

Â íåä³ëþ, 5-ãî æîâòíÿ 2008 ðîêó î 9:30 ðàíêó ïåðåä öåðêâîþ
Âëàäèêó Äàíè¿ëà çóñòð³ëè ãîëîâà ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ óïðàâè Â³òàë³é Â³ç³ð òà
ãîëîâà ïàðàô³ÿëüíîãî ñåñòðèöòâà Íàä³ÿ Áàçàëüñüêà òà ä³òè ç êâ³òàìè.
Ïðè âõîä³ äî õðàìó Âëàäèêó çóñòð³ëî äóõîâåíñòâî íà ÷îë³ ç íàñòîÿòåëåì
î. Îëåêñ³ºì. Àðõèºðåéñüêó Áîæåñòâåííó Ë³òóðã³þ Âëàäèêà ºïèñêîï
Äàíè¿ë â³äïðàâèâ â ñîñëóæ³íí³ óñ³õ âèùåçãàäàíèõ ñâÿùåííîñëóæèòåë³â.
²ïîäèÿêîíè ¥åð³ ¥åáåò, Êóðò³ñ Âîç, Äæàí Ä³Ð³êêî, ñåì³íàðèñò Âàñèëü
Ïàñàêàñ òà â³âòàðí³ õëîïö³ Ìàòâð³é ³ Ñòåïàí Ñëàñòåíè, Äæåéìñ ³

Ôîòîìîíòàæ ïðîäåìîíñòðóâàâ Äæîðäæ Ïàâåðñ. Â³òàííÿ
â³ä êîíñóëüñòâà Óêðà¿íè â Ñàí Ôðàíöèñêî âèãîëîñèâ
êîíñóë Òàðàñ Áàðíÿê, à â³òàííÿ â³ä Ìèòðîïîëèòà
Êîíñòàíòèíà òà ãîëîâè Êîíñèñòîð³¿ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ Âëàäèêè
Àðõèºïèñêîïà Àíòîí³ÿ âèãîëîñèâ Ïðåîñâÿùåííèé
Âëàäèêà ºïèñêîï Äàíè¿ë. Äàëüøå Êóðòèñ Âîç çà÷èòàâ
òåêñò ïî÷åñíî¿ ãðàìîòè â³ä ìåðà ì³ñòà Ñàí Ôðàíöèñêî.
Â õóäîæí³é ÷àñòèí³ âçÿëè ó÷àñòü: äèòÿ÷èé òàíöþâàëüíèé
àíñàìáëü “Ãîíèâ³òåð”, “Êàòåðèíêà”, “Ãîïàê”. Ìàðêî Ãíèï
íà ñàêñîôîí³ âèêîíàâ “Íîêòþðí Ãàðëåìó” ³ “Áåðí³å ñ
Òóíå”. Ñâ³òëàíà Ìåðë³÷åíêî (ñîïðàíî) – ã³ìí “Ïàí³ñ
Àíäæåë³êóñ”. Áàíäóðèñòè Îëÿ Ãåðàñèìåíêî ³ Þð³é Êóë³é
– “×åðåç ïîëå øèðîêåº” ³ “Ãàäàíî÷êà”. Ñâ³òëàíà
Ìåðë³÷åíêî ³ Ìàðóñÿ ×åðåïåíêî – “Âå÷³ðíÿ ï³ñíÿ”.
Ìàðóñÿ ×åðåïåíêî – “Îò÷å íàø”. Ìîëèòâîþ ³ ñï³âîì
“Ùå íå âìåðëà Óêðà¿íà… “ òà “God Bless America” áóëî
çàêðèòî óðî÷èñòå þâ³ëåéíå ñâÿòî.

Ïàðàô³ÿ Àðõèñòðàòèãà Ìèõà¿ëà
â³äñâÿòêóâàëà 50-ë³òòÿ ñâîº¿ ì³ñ³éíî¿ ïðàö³ (1958-2008)

Ìåêâàºð Êàíå ïðèñëóãîâóâàëè ó â³âòàð³. Õîð ìèëîçâó÷íî
ñï³âàâ ï³ä êåð³âíèöòâîì äèðèãåíòà Â³ðè Â³ç³ð, à ñòàðîñòà
Ìèêîëà Ëÿøåíêî ñë³äêóâàâ çà ïîðÿäêîì.

Âëàäèêà Äàíè¿ë âèãîëîñèâ ïðîïîâ³äü â
óêðà¿íñüê³é òà àíãë³éñüê³é ìîâàõ, âæèâàþ÷è ê³ëüêà
æèòòºâèõ ïðèò÷ äëÿ òîãî ùîá äîïîìîãòè ñó÷àñíîìó
ïðàâîñëàâíîìó õðèñòèÿíèíó ïîáà÷èòè ñâîº ì³ñöå ó
íàâêîëèøíüîìó ñåðåäîâèù³ 21 ñòîë³òòÿ. Âëàäèêà çâåðíóâ
óâàãó ïàðàô³ÿí íà ÷èñëåíí³ ñâÿò³ ðå÷³ õðàìó òà ïðèêðàñè,
ïðèäáàí³ ïðîòÿãîì ìèíóëèõ ðîê³â òÿæêîþ ïðàöåþ
âåëèêîäóøí³õ ïàðàô³ÿí, êîòð³ â³ðèëè â Áîãà òà äîáðîì
ï³êëóâàëèñü îäèí îäíèì. Íà æàëü, íå âñ³ äîæèëè äî
ñüîãîäí³øíüîãî ñâÿòà, àëå ïàì’ÿòü ïðî íèõ íåçàáóòíÿ.
Çàê³í÷èâ Âëàäèêà ðîçì³ðêîâóþ÷è ïðî äóõîâí³ âàðòîñò³
â íàøîìó ùîäåííîìó æèòò³ òà ³äåàëè õðèñòèÿíèíà.

Ï³ñëÿ Áîãîñëóæåííÿ âñ³ ç³éøëè äî ïàðàô³ÿëüíîãî
çàëó, êîòðèé áóâ ïðèêðàøåíèé íåâòîìíîþ ïðàöåþ
ñåñòðèöü. Þâ³ëåéíå ñâÿòî â³äêðèâ ãîëîâà ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿
óïðàâè Â³òàë³é Â³ç³ð, ïðèâ³òàâøè Ïðåîñâÿùåíí³øîãî
Âëàäèêó Äàíè¿ëà, ñâÿùåíñòâî ç ðîäèíàìè, ïðåäñòàâ-
íèê³â äèïëîìàòè÷íîãî êîðïóñó êîíñóëüñòâà Óêðà¿íè â
Ñàí Ôðàíöèñêî, ïàðàô³ÿí ³ ïðèõîæàí ïàðàô³¿ òà ãîñòåé.
Ïàí Â³ç³ð ùèðî ïîäÿêóâàâ óñ³ì õòî ïðèêëàâ ñâî¿õ çóñèëü
äî ï³äãîòîâêè þâ³ëåéíîãî ñâÿòà. Äèòÿ÷èé òàíöþâàëüíèé
àíñàìáëü”Æóðàâëèêè”, ï³ä êåð³âíèöòâîì Â³ðè Â³ç³ð,
âèêîíàëè ñòàðîäàâí³é òàíîê “Â³òàºìî” ç õë³áîì ³ ñ³ëëþ
(êîòðèé ïðèãîòóâàëà Àííà Ñîìèê). Öåðêîâíèé õîð òà
âîêàëüí³ àíñàìáë³ “Ãîì³í” ³ “Òðåìá³òà” âèêîíàëè ñï³âîì
ìîëèòâó “Îò÷å íàø”.

Íàñòîÿòåëü ïàðàô³¿ ïðîòîïðåñâ³òåð Îëåêñ³é
Ë³ìîí÷åíêî ïðåäñòàâèâ ãîñòåé çà ãîëîâíèì ñòîëîì.
²ñòîðè÷íèé îãëÿä ðîçâèòêó ïàðàô³¿ â óêðà¿íñüê³é ìîâ³
âèãîëîñèëà Ë³ëÿ Ãíèï, à â àíãë³éñüê³é ìîâ³ Êóðò³ñ Âîç.
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Last year I again at-
tended the annual March for
Life on the Mall, on January 22.
It was very heartening to see so
many people, a “multitude that
could not be counted.” Esti-
mates range over 100,000
marchers. Maybe even double
that, and I wouldn’t be
surprised. I could see neither a
beginning nor an end to the
crowd anywhere.

What was also beautiful
was the vast number of young
people, teens and college
students, which perhaps made
up at least half the group. I’m
encouraged by them because
they are learning early on and
in greater and greater number
that abortion is no real choice
at all, but a systematic failure
of society to provide for and
protect its most vulnerable,
both children and parents.
They understand that this
choice is pushed upon them by
a culture that does not really
wish to face the consequences
of its own sinfulness, a society
that does not want to deal with
their “little problem,” and
provide real alternatives.

Perhaps they are so

much more aware now than my
generation was at that age
because now it is no longer a
theoretical debate on the
ethics of the issue. Now we
have the stark reality of 43
million+ abortions effected in
this nation alone, countless
men and women wounded,
“aborted” mothers and fathers
who now know the truth, who
have felt the pain and hopeless-
ness of their “choice,” and
aren’t afraid to talk about it.
Instead of building generations
of responsible, ethical young
adults, we’ve actually in-
creased their irresponsibility,
immorality, and irreverence for
life. And many of them, in the
innocence of youth, are dis-
gusted with us for it. Good for
them!

I was also humbled by our
small Orthodox contingent,
minuscule in comparison to the
Roman Catholic juggernaut
that dominates the pro-life
movement. I was bemused by
what they must all think when
our all-too-small cadre of
bishops get up on the stage in
their impressive black robes
and kamilavki (hats) like some

medieval clerical Mafiosi. We
cannot compete with the fire of
the AME pastor, the salt of the
Brooklyn Rabbi Levin, the
masses of the Catholics, and
the blare of the contemporary
Christian singers. But I am glad
we are there, as foolish as we
seem and sometimes even
feel. But I also wish more of us
were there.

A priest must be careful
when making many political
pronouncements: Not because
of a lack of conviction, but
rather out of respect that many
may have differing political
convictions. It is not appropri-
ate for a pastor to judge
someone’s Christianity be-
cause of their political views or
for whom they vote.

However, there are some
things that a priest cannot keep
his nose out of and that his job
is only to teach spiritual things,
and leave the earthly to the
rest. A priest would not be
much of a shepherd if when he
saw the wolves and the snakes
bearing down, didn’t stop and
stand and warn the flock
entrusted to his care.

To be truly pro-life is not

just about those for whom we
vote, though it really cannot be
separated from it. To be pro-life
is to hold an entire world view
that sees life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness as gifts
from our Creator to be
cherished and protected for all.
It means taking some personal
responsibility to create a more
compassionate and, yes, Chris-
tian world in which sinners can
find forgiveness and assis-
tance in healing from abortion,
also supporting our terrified and
unprepared mothers and fa-
thers (for whether they know it
or not, this what they are as
soon as conception occurs),
so that they do not commit to
abortion and live for fear.

It also means defending
the elderly and the infirm, the
terminally ill, the disabled, and
children not just with lips but
with loving presence, visitation,
acts of charity performed with
hands and hugs and smiles
and not just checkbooks. It
means being able to accept the
sin in our own families and not
trying to make our children
appear as above the reality of
pre-marital indiscretions. Re-

Reflections on the 2008 March For Life     by Rev. Fr. David G. Subu

Do you know someone who is pregnant and facing
a tough decision? Call for confidential help.
Our hotline phone number is 877-436- LIFE (5433).

Through the grace of God, ZOE for Life! began in 1998. A group
of individuals in the Greater Cleveland Orthodox Christian community
recognized that there was no church-based resource to assist women
through a crisis pregnancy. ZOE has evolved into a non-profit, Christ-
centered initiative with three major goals:

1. To help women in crisis pregnancies
2. To assist Orthodox Christians seeking to adopt
3. To create an Orthodox Christian abstinence

program to educate our young people

If you would like to learn more about ZOE, please go to their
website at www.zoeforlifeonline.org, or call them at 440-893-9990.

What is ZOE for Life?
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membering that 25% or so of
abortions are for married
women past their early 20’s, we
need to give the encourage-
ment to our peers be pro-family
and even pro-big-family, being
mindful of what is happening in
Europe where birth rates have
declined so much that western
civilization has with them.

Let us stand up for some
“truth in advertising.” Let us not
allow any politicians to tell us
that they can be against the
ban on partial birth abortion
“because there was no excep-
tion for the health of the
mother,” when we already know
that there is no medically
necessary instance in which
this horrific procedure occurs.
Let’s call pandering to the
abortion industry and its
powerful lobby for what it is.

Let us also stop the lie
that being against embryonic
stem cell research and human
cloning is callous and insensi-
tive to those with incurable
disease, when not a single
effective treatment has come
out of that type of research for
20 years - compared with
hundreds to arise from the use
of more stable and perfectly
ethical research with adult
stem cells. (Follow the money
and you’ll see what it’s really
about.)

Let us stop the lie that
being pro-choice helps our
nation’s poor black families, for
African-Americans babies are
aborted twice as often as
others, and the community has
actually disintegrated farther
since Roe v. Wade. Let’s

Special Petitions
 Inserted in the Litany of Fervent Supplication after the Gospel

O God, Our Heavenly Father, Creator of All Human Life: We
adore and worship You. You create all people in Your image and
likeness. May we, Your people, dedicate ourselves to defending the
pre-born, the terminally ill, the disabled and all those threatened by
the culture of death from all visible and invisible evil, we pray you
hear us and have mercy.

instead see some real welfare
reform and some real immigra-
tion enforcement so there can
be stable jobs and stable
families in those hurting com-
munities.

Let us stop the abhorrent,
eugenic lie that aborting chil-
dren with disorders like Down’s
syndrome is doing them some
kind of favor, and that some-
how, the very rare situations
like these justify keeping
abortion legal on demand
during all nine months of
pregnancy in all 50 states.

Let us stop turning a blind
eye when our government
makes deals with other nations
whose pro-life and human
rights records are even more
grievous than ours in the name
of diplomacy and making
America strong. Only one
power can make any nation
stand. If we renounce Him, we
are lost. The crass and callous
spirit of our age that fuels the
abortion industry has equal
representation on both sides of
the aisle, just as it is equally
present in us if we do not repent
now and change our world from
the inside out.

To be pro-life means a lot
more than for whom you vote. It
also means what you stand for
and what you expect from
yourself, your family, your
community, your nation. I hope
all of you will consider
rethinking your world view,
whether conservative or liberal
or otherwise in politics, and
start making a difference, so
that eventually, there will be no
more need for a March for Life.

Lord, have mercy. (3x)

O God, Our Heavenly Father, Author of All Life: Help us to
always respect all human life, from conception to natural death. Let
your Most Holy Spirit enlighten the minds and open the hearts of
those who do not fully respect all human life according to Your will.
Reveal Your loving presence to expectant mothers who experience
fear, doubt, isolation and confusion. Lighten their burdens. Grant
them guidance, reassurance and peace by Your grace, we pray you
hear us and have mercy.

Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Again we pray for those who are despondent because of age
or illness, especially for those tempted to end their lives; for all who
are alone and afraid; for those who sit on death row; for single
mothers feeling abandoned by all: That our Heavenly Father would
grant them the patient endurance to do His will, we pray You, hear us
and graciously have mercy.

Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Sanctify of Life Petitions and Prayers
These petitions are to be inserted into the Litany of Fervent Supplication
as part of the annual commemoration of Sanctity of Life Sunday.

Again we pray that You will grant to the people of this nation the
will to do good, to flee from evil, and to practice all righteousness,
making us respectful of life and sharers of Your blessings, caring for
one another in mercy and truth.

Again we pray that You will banish all evil from our hearts and
wickedness from our laws, enabling us to be servants of Your holy
will and instruments of Your love.

Again we pray that You will kindle in our hearts the will to care
for the needy, to show kindness to the poor, to aid the homeless and
help the helpless.

The following prayer may be read after the singing of “Blessed is the
Name…” :

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son, You are in the
bosom of the Father, True God, Source of Life and Immortality, Light
of Light, Who came into the world to enlighten it: You were pleased to
be conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary for the salvation of our
souls by the power of Your All-Holy Spirit. Master, You came that we
might have life more abundantly. We ask that You enlighten the
minds and hearts of those blinded to the truth that life begins at
conception and that the unborn in the womb are already adorned
with Your image and likeness. Enable us to guard, cherish and
protect the lives of all those who are unable to care for themselves.
For You are the Giver of Life, bringing each person from non-
existence into being, sealing each person with Your divine and
infinite love. Lord, be merciful to those who through ignorance or
willfulness affront Your divine goodness and providence through the
evil act of abortion. May they, and all of us, come to the life of Your
Truth and glorify You, the Giver of Life, together with Your Father, and
Your All-Holy and Life-Giving Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of
ages. Amen.
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Seeing the face of Christ in
others is a primary responsibility of all
Christians and the hierarchs of the
UOC of the USA. Desirous to embrace
that responsibility and to encourage
the clergy and faithful to do the same,
they recently called upon the Church’s
members as the Body of Christ, “to live
from a vision of peace and love rooted
in faith” by contributing toward a
special fund to aide the victims of

extremely destructive flooding in
Western Ukraine.

Over the past few months, the
faithful have responded with contribu-
tions totaling nearly $20,000 to aid
their brothers and sisters in Christ
throughout the stricken regions of
Ukraine who lost their homes and
almost all personal belongings during
the flooding. Acting on behalf of the
faithful of the Church, His Grace
monitored the distribution of the above
mentioned funds.

During the first week of Novem-
ber, His Grace Bishop Daniel visited
the sites of the most
damaging devastation. The
bishop addressed several
groups of people who
gathered to greet him on

the streets of their towns and villages.
He had an opportunity to personally
witness the devastation while visiting
the private homes of people who
suffered from many illnesses and
became helpless victims of the natural
disaster. In each case His Grace
attentively listened to the personal
accounts of people as they shared
their loss with him, wiping the tears of
their eyes. With much difficulty he was
able to assist some of the most
severely suffering people.

His Grace also visited many
church/parish communities in the

His Grace Bishop Daniel
Visits the Flooded Region of Ukraine

“Live in peace; and the
God of love and peace will
be with you.”

                                  (2 Cor. 13:11)



Ivano-Frankivsk, Halych, Kolomya
and Ternopil regions of Western
Ukraine, which have communi-
cated with the Consistory of the
UOC of USA, requesting aid. At
each encounter, Bishop Daniel
related the good wishes and the
assurance of prayers in their
behalf to the parish clergy,
executives and members of the
parishes from the clergy and the
faithful of the UOC of the USA. At
the same time he requested their
sincere prayers for the faithful of
the UOC of the USA.

The bishop also shared the
history of the Church in the USA
with these communities, and
related accounts about the flood-
ing that took place at the
Metropolia Center of the UOC of
the USA in 1996 and 2007 – so that
they knew that we certainly do
understand their present plight.
Since distribution to individuals
was an extremely difficult task, the
vast majority of the funds
contributed were presented to
these parish communities, whose
churches had also been severely
damaged by the flooding.

From the traditional welcome
hospitality ritual of the presenta-
tion of bread and salt on the
embroidered towel to the joyful and
tearful singing of “God, grant you
many years” in each visited area,
the bishop experienced the out-
pouring of love and gratitude from
the people of Ukraine to their
brothers and sisters in the United
States of America.

The Council of Bishops and
the Consistory of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA
express their most sincere prayer-
ful gratitude to all members of the
Church for their charitable dona-
tions and willingness to respond to
our Lord’s commandment of Love.
“Live in peace; and the God of Love
and Peace will be with you,” wrote
the Holy Apostle Paul to the
Church in Corinth (2 Cor. 13:11).
Please, continue to help us to
bring peace, mercy, justice and
love to a hurting world. Please
continue to give generously to the
various ministries of our Holy
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
USA.

Your gift makes a world of
difference!



Áà÷èòè îáëè÷÷ÿ Õðèñòà â ³íøèõ º ãîëîâ-
íîþ â³äïîâ³äàëüí³ñòþ âñ³õ õðèñòèÿí ³ ³ºðàðõ³â íàøî¿
Ñâÿòî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ,
áàæàþ÷i âçÿòè òó â³äïîâ³äàëüí³ñòü ³ çàîõî÷óâàòè
íàøå äóõîâåíñòâî ³ â³ðíèõ ðîáèòè òå ñàìå. Íåùî-
äàâíî áóëî ïîêëèêàíî ÷ëåí³â Öåðêâè, ÿê Ò³ëà
Õðèñòîâîãî, çðîáèòè âíåñîê íà ôîíä äîïîìîãè
æåðòâàì íàäçâè÷àéíî ðóéí³âíî¿ ïîâåí³ â Çàõ³äí³é
Óêðà¿í³.

Íà ïðîòÿç³ ìèíóëèõ ê³ëüêà ì³ñÿö³â, â³ðí³ â³äãóêíó-
ëèñü ç ïîæåðòâàìè â ñóì³ áëèçüêî 20,000 äîëàð³â,
ùîá äîïîìîãòè áðàòàì ³ ñåñòðàì â Õðèñò³, ÿê³ âòðàòèëè
¿õí³ äîìè ³ ìàéæå âñ³ ¿õí³ îñîáèñò³ ðå÷³ ï³ä ÷àñ ïîâåí³.
Ä³þ÷è â³ä ³ìåí³ â³ðíèõ öåðêâè, Éîãî Ïðåîñâÿùåíñòâî
ñïîñòåð³ãàâ çà ðîçïîä³ëîì âèùåçãàäàíîãî ôîíäó.

Ï³ä ÷àñ ïåðøîãî òèæíÿ ëèñòîïàäà, Éîãî Ïðå-
îñâÿùåíñòâî âëàäèêà Äàíè¿ë â³äâ³äàâ ì³ñöÿ, ÿê³
íàéá³ëüøå ïîñòðàæäàëè. Âëàäèêà ðîçìîâëÿâ ç ëþäüìè,
ÿê³ ç³áðàëèñü íà âóëèöÿõ ¿õí³õ ì³ñò ³ ñ³ë ùîá ïðèâ³òàòè
éîãî. Â³í ìàâ ìîæëèâ³ñòü îñîáèñòî ïîáà÷èòè ñïóñòî-
øåííÿ, êîëè â³äâ³äàâ äîìè ëþäåé, ÿê³ ñòàëè áåçïîì³÷-
íèìè æåðòâàìè ñòèõ³éíîãî ëèõà.  Éîãî Ïðåîñâÿùåíñòâî
óâàæíî ñëóõàâ îñîáèñò³ ðîçïîâ³ä³ ëþäåé, ÿê³ âèòèðàþ÷è
ñëüîçè ç î÷åé ä³ëèëèñü ñâî¿ìè âòðàòàìè, ³ ç òðóäí³ñòþ
áóâ ñïðîìîæíèé äîïîìîãòè äåÿêèì íàéá³ëüø ñòðàæäà-
þ÷èì ëþäÿì.

Éîãî Ïðåîñâÿùåíñòâî òàêîæ â³äâ³äàâ áàãàòî
öåðêîâ òà ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ ãðîìàä â ²âàíî-Ôðàíê³âñüêó,
Ãàëè÷³, Êîëîìè¿ òà Òåðíîïîë³, êîòð³ çâåðíóëèñü äî
Êîíñèñòîð³¿ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ çà äîïîìîãîþ. Ïðè êîæí³é
çóñòð³÷³, âëàäèêà Äàíè¿ë ïåðåäàâàâ äîáð³ ïîáàæàííÿ
òà çàïåâíÿâ ¿õ, ùî äóõîâåíñòâî ³ â³ðí³ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ
çàâæäè çãàäóþòü  ó ñâî¿õ ìîëèòâàõ ¿õíº ïàðàô³ÿëüíå

Éîãî Ïðåîñâÿùåíñòâî Âëàäèêà Äàíè¿ë
       Â³äâ³äóº Ðåã³îí Óêðà¿íè Ïîñòðàæäàâøèé â³ä Ïîâåí³

“Ìàéòå ìèð, -
³ Áîã ëþáîâè
òà ìèðó áóäå

ç âàìè!”
2 Êîðèíò. 13:11

äóõîâåíñòâî, àäì³í³ñòðàö³þ òà ÷ëåí³â ïàðàô³é. Îäíî÷àñíî
â³í ïîïðîñèâ ¿õí³õ ùèðèõ ìîëèòîâ çà â³ðíèõ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ. Âëàäèêà òàêîæ ïîä³ëèâñÿ
³ñòîð³ºþ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ, à òàêîæ ðîçïîâ³â ïðî ïîâåí³ â
îñåðåäêó Ìèòðîïîë³¿ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ â 1996 ³ 2007 ðîêàõ,
ùîá âîíè çíàëè, ùî ìè íåîäì³ííî ðîçóì³ºìî ¿õíº
ñòàíîâèùå. Á³ëüø³ñòü ç³áðàíèõ êîøò³â áóëî ïåðåäàíî
ïàðàô³ÿëüíèì ãðîìàäàì, öåðêâè ÿêèõ áóëè ñèëüíî
ïîøêîäæåí³ ÷åðåç ïîâ³íü, îñê³ëüêè ðîçïîä³ëèòè ¿õ ì³æ
îêðåìèìè îñoáàìè áóëî íàäçâè÷àéíî âàæêî.

Â³ä òðàäèö³éíèõ ïðèâ³òàíü ç õë³áîì ³ ñ³ëëþ íà
âèøèòîìó ðóøíèêó, äî ðàä³ñíîãî à ³íêîëè ñóìíîãî ñï³âó
“Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà”, â êîæíîìó â³äâ³äàíîìó ðàéîí³, âëàäèêà
ìàâ ìîæëèâ³ñòü â³ä÷óòè âäÿ÷í³ñòü ³ ëþáîâ ëþäåé Óêðà¿íè
äî ¿õí³õ áðàò³â ³ ñåñòåð â Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàòàõ Àìåðèêè.

Ñîáîð ªïèñêîï³â ³ Êîíñèñòîð³ÿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ âèñëîâëþº íàéùèð³øó
ïîäÿêó âñ³ì ÷ëåíàì öåðêâè çà ¿õí³ áëàãîä³éí³ ïîæåðòâè
³ äîáðó âîëþ â³äïîâ³ñòè íà Ãîñïîäíþ çàïîâ³äü Ëþáîâ³:
“Ìàéòå ìèð,- ³ Áîã ëþáîâè òà ìèðó áóäå ç âàìè!”
íàïèñàâ Ñâ. Àï. Ïàâëî äî Êîðèíò. Áóäü ëàñêà ïðîäî-
âæóéòå äîïîìàãàòè íàì ïðèíîñèòè ìèð, ìèëîñåðäÿ,
ñïðàâåäëèâ³ñòü òà ëþáîâ äî ñòðàæäàþ÷îãî ñâ³òó. Áóäü
ëàñêà ïðîäîâæóéòå ùåäðî äàâàòè íà ð³çí³ ïðàö³ íàøî¿
Ñâÿòî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ. Âàø
äàð ðîáèòü ð³çíèöþ â ñâ³ò³!
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ÌÀÂÇÎËÅÉ ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÂÎÑÊÐÅÑ²ÍÍß

Óêðà¿íñüêà Ïðàâîñëàâíà Öåðêâà â ÑØÀ
P.O. Bîx 495      South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

“Çàñïîêîþþ÷à àòìîñôåðà äëÿ äóõîâíèõ ðîçäóì³â ³ ñïîãàä³â”

ÌÀÂÇÎËÅÉÍ² ÊÐÈÏÒÈ
Ðîäèíà é äðóç³, â³äâ³äóþ÷è ì³ñöe îñòàííüîãî ñïî÷èíêó ïîõîâàíî¿ â îäí³é ³ç êðèïò

ìàâçîëåþ ëþäèíè, çíàéäóòü òàì àòìîñôåðó, ñïðèÿþ÷ó äóõîâíèì ðîçäóìàì ³ ñïîãàäàì.
²êîíè, ùî çîáðàæóþòü ãîëîâí³ ñâÿòà-ïîä³¿ ç æèòòÿ Ãîñïîäà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà

òà áàãàòüîõ ñâÿòèõ Óêðà¿íè, ùå çá³ëüøóþòü öåé óðî÷èñòèé íàñòð³é.

ÏËÀÍÓÂÀÍÍß  ÏÎÕÎÂÀÍÍß ÇÀÇÄÀËÅÃ²ÄÜ
Çàâäàííÿ ðîáèòè ð³øåííÿ ùîäî ïîõîðîíó ñâîãî âëàñíîãî ÷è ÷ëåí³â âàøî¿ ðîäèíè,

áóäå îáëåãøåíå, ÿêùî éîãî áóäå çðîáëåíî çàçäàëåã³äü, ó ëàã³äíîìó îòî÷åíí³
òà çà äîïîìîãîþ ³ ï³äòðèìêîþ ôàõîâî¿ ëþäèíè.

Êîëè òàêå ð³øåííÿ ïðèõîäèòüñÿ ðîáèòè êîðîòêî ï³ñëÿ óïîêîºííÿ ð³äíî¿ ÷è áëèçüêî¿ ëþäèíè,
öÿ ïðîöåäóðà äàëåêî á³ëüø áîëþ÷à.

ÀÄÌ²Í²ÑÒÐÀÖ²ß ÌÀÂÇÎËÅÞ
Ïðåäñòàâíèê àäì³í³ñòðàö³¿ ìàâçîëåþ çàâæäè ðàäî äîïîìîæå âàì
çàïëàíóâàòè âàøå ÷è ÷ëåí³â âàøî¿ ðîäèíè ïîõîâàííÿ çàçäàëåã³äü.

Òàê âàì ³ âàø³é ðîäèí³ íå òðåáà áóäå ðîáèòè ðàïòîâå ð³øåííÿ â òÿæêèé ïîñìåðòíèé ÷àñ.
Ïðåäñòàâíèê àäì³í³ñòðàö³¿ ïîäàñòü âàì óñ³ ïîòð³áí³ ³íôîðìàö³¿, ùîá çðîáèòè ðîçóìíå

ð³øåííÿ ùîäî ïîõîâàííÿ âàñ ³ ÷ëåí³â âàøî¿ ðîäèíè.

Çóñòð³÷-êîíñóëüòàö³ÿ ç ïðåäñòàâíèêîì – ëèøå çà ïîïåðåäíüîþ äîìîâëåíí³ñòþ.
Êîíòàêòóâàòèñÿ ç Íàòàë³ºþ Ãîí÷àðåíêî ïî òåëåôîíó ÷.(732) 356-0090, # 17;

ÔÀÊÑ ÷. (732) 356-5556; Åëåêòðîííà ïîøòà- Åmail: Natalia@uocofusa.org.
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On November 15, the hierarchs
and clergy of the local Orthodox and
Catholic communities, along with
Ukrainian diplomats stationed in
Chicago as well as over 2000 people
marched through the main streets of
the city drawing the attention of the
world to the deaths of ten million
innocent victims of the 1932-1933
Genocidal Famine in Ukraine.

Very cold, strong, winter-like
winds greeted the participants in the
march, which opened to the fullest the
Church banners, flags and special
banners. A specially made cross
ensured that those who witnessed the
march understood what was being
commemorated: The 75th anniversary
of the Genocide against the Ukrainian
nation and her people because they
refused to surrender their land and
enter into the Soviet collective farming
system, and their Church for the role
She has always played as the moral
conscience of the nation.

His Grace Bishop Daniel, ac-
companied by the clergy of the
Chicago Metropolitan area and the
Ukrainian Catholic Epar-
chy, participated in the
solemn march from Wash-
ington Park to Holy Name
Roman Catholic Cathedral,
the site of a Memorial
service, Panakhyda, for the
victims of the Famine.

UOC of the USA
clergy included: V. Rev.
Bohdan Kalyniuk, dean of
the Chicago Deanery and
pastor of St. Andrew Parish

in Bloomingdale, IL;
A r c h i m a n d r i t e
Pankratij, pastor of
St. Volodymyr Ca-
thedral, Chicago; V.
Rev. Fr. Taras
Naumenko, pastor of
Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish, Palos Park,
IL; Rev. Fr. Andrew
Pokotylo, pastor of
Holy Trinity Parish,
Goshen, IN; Rev. Fr.

Walter Hvostik, pastor St. Mary
Protectress Parish, Milwaukee, WI;
Fr. Volodymyr Shelvakh, Fr. Taras
Maximtsev, Protodeacon Mykola
Dilendorf, Deacon Andriy Fronchak,
Deacon James Stickel, Deacon
Silouan Rolando, seminarians Ivan
Kostyshyn and John Charest.

His Eminence Francis Cardinal
George welcomed the Ukrainian-
American community to the cathedral
prior to the service, offering his words
and prayers of solidarity as the world
marks the anniversary of the horror
committed against Ukrainians.

His Grace Bishop Daniel then
addressed those gathered, stating:

“We have gathered here today in
this beautiful cathedral to bow our
heads in prayer with grief and sorrow in
memory of almost ten million men,
women and children who died from
starvation as human sacrifices during
1932 and 1933, in great pain and
suffering, on the rich black earth of our
ancestral homeland, land, which
provided a bumper harvest that year.
There exists no language in this world

which could describe the horrible,
inhumane, unnatural sufferings of
starving people.”

His Grace called upon everyone
to hear the ringing of human voices of
those who starved to death. He pray-
erfully, yet powerfully, exclaimed that
the world needs to hear the number –
ten million human lives destroyed!
Moreover, the bishop continued: “…we
cannot force the memory of those
millions who died out of our minds. We
must take seriously our responsibility
to correct the history books and
educational materials in order to keep
the flame of memory alive about our
brothers and sisters in Christ who
perished only because they were
willing to stand up for their rights to own
their own small part of God’s green
Earth rather than to submit ... We
must continue to work tirelessly to
make sure that there is finally a proper
memorial built in Kyiv and the capitol of
our nation, the United States of
America… I call upon you to continue
your work, regardless of what some
might say. Remember - if we force the
memory of those millions who died out
of our minds because it makes us, or
perhaps someone else, uncomfort-
able, then we fail them.

Bishop Daniel concluded, “Some-
one once said that ‘a nation who
forgets its past shall have no future.’
This is most true today...Look at the
constant political struggles there - we
see how  neighbors constantly
undermine their authority and threaten
their independence.

“It is for these reasons that we in
the Diaspora, being loyal
to our Motherland, should
strengthen the relations
between ourselves...Our
daily efforts here should
be geared toward positive
steps for our people in
Ukraine to move ahead,
but also never forget their
tragic past, especially the
Famine of 1932-33, which
has gathered us here
today along with our

Holodomyr Commemoration in Chicago
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brothers and sisters – Orthodox and
Catholics – who have gathered at St.
Patrick Cathedral in New York City at
about the same hour for the same
memorial commemoration.

“As we complete this year-long
commemoration of the 75th anniver-
sary of the Genocidal
Famine, a horror un-
equaled in our nation or
the world, let us not be
indifferent. Let those hor-
rible years be both a
reminder to us all and a
warning as we look toward
building a future for our
nation. WE MUST NEVER
FORGET!”

A beautiful choir
comprised of cantors and
members of various Ortho-
dox and Catholic parishes
in the Chicago area and
under the skillful direction

january

V.  Rev. Fr. Myron Mykhaylyuk January 2, 1977
V. Rev. Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk January 3, 1993
Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Raphael January 8, 1995
V. Rev. Fr. Gerald Ozlanski January 25, 1987
Rev. Fr. Harry Linsinbigler January 25, 2003
Fr. Deacon Nicholas Shapoval January 25, 2003
Rev. Fr. Myroslav Schirta January 30, 1998

OrdinationOrdinationOrdinationOrdinationOrdination
AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries

of Dr. Vasyl Truchly, sang the
responses to the memorial service led
by His Grace Bishop Richard
(Seminack) of the Ukrainian Catholic
Eparchy of Chicago, and His Grace
Bishop Daniel of the Western Eparchy
of the UOC of the USA.

Following the prayer service, His
Grace Bishop Richard offered his
remarks on the Famine in Ukraine,
recalling the personal experience of
witnessing the baking of bread and the
meaning of bread for the hungry
starving people of 1932-1933. The
bishop reflected upon the tragic
history of Ukrainians in early 1930’s
and called upon the Ukrainian-
American community to remember

their history and to share it with the
next generations of young men and
women of Ukrainian descent.

Moreover, His Grace pointed out
that in order to prevent another
Holodomor of our time, we should
create opportunities for wide access to
the true history of Ukraine, for uplifting
national consciousness, self-respect
and patriotism. As one of the most
devastating yet least understood
tragedies of the 20th century, it largely
remains unknown to the general
public. The victims deserve a place in
history and in our memory.

In conclusion, Bishop Richard
offered his gratitude to His Eminence
Francis Cardinal George for his

participation in the Ecu-
menical Memorial Prayer
Service and most espe-
cially for permission to
utilize Holy Name Cathe-
dral, which certainly
brought much significant
attention to the com-
memoration. In the behalf
of the hierarchs he
expressed gratitude to
the local Ukrainian clergy
and the entire Ukrainian
community for such a
strong and positive wit-
ness in commemorating
the ten innocents, mod-
ern day martyrs, who died
without reason.
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May God grant to them many, happy and blessed years!
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On Sunday Septem-
ber 21, the faithful parishio-
ners of St. Vladimir Church
in Smithmill, PA, gathered
outside for a special service:
A procession to the new
shrine erected on the lawn of
the parish and rectory.

On Saturday, October
11, the Holy Ascension,
Clifton, NJ Chapter, of the
Ukrainian Orthodox League
hosted their eighth annual
dinner-dance fundraiser in
support of the orphanages in
Ukraine sponsored by the
UOC of the USA at the
Grand Chalet in Wayne, NJ.
These orphanages are lo-

Columbus Day and also as
a way of celebrating our
immigrant backgrounds.
Over 100 attendees were
greeted by “immigrant teddy
bears” as the centerpieces
on the tables, each bearing
a suitcase from their coun-
try of origin, waiting to pass
through Ellis Island. His
Eminence Archbishop Ant-
ony and His Grace Bishop
Daniel were seated at a

table with students from St.
Sophia Seminary with the
Ukrainian im-
migrant teddy
bear. The menu
consisted of a
five course
meal represent-
ing foods from
different parts
of the world.
The attendees
danced the
hours away to
the tunes from
different coun-
tries provided
by the Anthony
St. James Or-
chestra.

The Chap-

ter has worked very hard for
the last eight years on this
project has contributed over
$25,000 toward our Church’s
Orphanages in Ukraine.
This chapter which has
labored so diligently, in
conjunction with the parish,
to remain loyal to the UOC of
the USA for the past ten
years, takes great pride in
remembering our ancestral
homeland of Ukraine, and

her less fortunate children in
the orphanages.

Fr. Paul Bigelow
blessed the shrine of The
Icon of Our Lady of Sitka. It
is an outdoor, but will not be
affected by the elements.
The shrine will be a source of
prayer and inspiration for
many years.

Shrine Blessed in Smithmill

Clifton UOL Chapter Hosts Eighth Annual Fundraiser for
Orphanages in Ukraine

cated in Zaluchya and
Znamyanka and house and
care for children who are
afflicted with numerous birth
defects and other maladies.
For all intents and purposes
they are abandoned by
society.

The theme of this
year’s function was “Com-
ing to America,” in honor of
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The weather did not
deter from the crowds
attending the annual Fall
Bazaar. The aromas of
halupki, pierogi, kolbasa,
halushki and other wonder-
ful foods kept the lines long.
Folks stood in line in the rain
to get their long-awaited
treats.

Annual Fall Bazaar at Holy
Ghost Church in Coatesville

There was also a
Chinese auction with many
gorgeous theme baskets,
pysanky-making demon-
strations and an overflowing
bakery table.  The book
store also had  many varied
and unique items for sale.
Fr. Anthony, pastor, also
gave tours of Holy Ghost
Church.

Parma, OH has the
reputation of being the
Pyrohy Capital of the U.S.

The Pyrohy workers of St. Vladimir Cathedral in Parma, OH

Parma, Ohio: Pyrohy Capital of the United States!
also work on Wednesday.

Organized over 50
years ago, the Pyrohy
Group has donated hun-
dreds of thousands of
dollars for projects such as
iconography, mosaics,
bells, carpeting, cultural
center renovation and dona-
tions to the parish’s general
fund. They have also do-
nated thousands of dollars
to the diocese and the
rebirth of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in Ukraine.

Mrs. Dareen Jogan is
president of St. Vladimir’s
Pyrohy Group and Mr.
Walter Syder is the trea-
surer.

(at least among Parma
people anyway). In Parma
delicious Ukrainian ethnic

foods are most sought after,
especially on Fridays. Funds
raised from the sale of these
foods, especially pyrohy,
have contributed greatly to
the addition of the beautiful
domes and mosaics that
adorn the local Orthodox
and Catholic parishes.

St. Vladimir Cathedral
in Parma is no exception.
More than 40 weeks of every
year, over 30 retired men
and women come to the
parish kitchen at 7 a.m. on
Thursdays and 5 a.m. on
Fridays to make hundreds
of dozens of pyrohy. During
Christmas Lent and the
Great Lent season, they
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Honoring the children
who received 2008 Essay
Contest Certificates was a
joyous moment in life of St.
John the Baptist Parish In
Johnson City, NY where Fr.
Zinoviy Zharsky is pastor.

Among those who
received awards were: Kin-
dergarten - Sofia Zharsky;
First Grade - Aubrey Harder;
Second Grade - Benjamin
Hatala; Third Grade - Tia
Dimitriou, Andrea Harder,

and Sam Hatala; Fourth
Grade - Maria Zharsky; Fifth
Grade - Pepi Dimitriou and
Grace Hatala; Seventh
Grade - Molly Hatala; Eighth
Grade - William Ferrante,
Adam Hatala and Lauren
Hatala; Tenth Grade -
Olenka Zharsky; Twelfth
Grade - Patrick Scannell.

Congratulations to all
the children, their parents
and Sunday School teach-
ers for their guidance.

2008 Essay Contest Winners in Johnson City, NY

135 Davidson Ave.      Somerset, NJ 08873
Tel (732) 356-0090    Fax (732) 356-5556

St. Andrew Church Goods and BookstoreSt. Andrew Church Goods and BookstoreSt. Andrew Church Goods and BookstoreSt. Andrew Church Goods and BookstoreSt. Andrew Church Goods and Bookstore

For orders, call Bookstore Ìanager Mrs. Shirley Skocypec
Äëÿ çàìîâëåíü òåëåôîíóéòå ïàí³ Øèðë³ Ñêî÷èïåöü

À NEW CD
ÍÎÂÈÉ

ÊÎÌÏÀÊÒÍÈÉ
ÄÈÑÊ

Nativity carols; Liturgical
Music - Ð³çäâÿí³ êîëÿäêè;

Ë³òóðã³éíà ìóçèêà

$15.00$25.00

(ADD SHIPPING CHARGES $3.00 FOR MEDIA MAIL)

$15.00

2009 CALENDAR-
DIRECTORY

ÊÀËÅÍÄÀÐ-ÄÎÂ²ÄÍÈÊ
ÍÀ 2009 Ð²Ê

À NEW
PRAYER BOOK

ÍÎÂÈÉ
MOËÈÒÎÂÍÈÊ

St. Vladimir’s UOC – Pittsburgh, PÀ - Department of Adult Ministries and Education
Distance Learning Seminars

If you are interested in participating in this seminar, please email your name, address, and phone number
to stvladimirs@verizon.net, or call 412-431-0687.

Coming:  Winter/Spring 2009
All you wanted to know about SIN, but were afraid to ask!

Topics:  Good or Evil (a little lesson in discernment) * Here comes the judge! * Have Mercy on Me! Have
Mercy on You? * Right Justice * The lies we tell ourselves! * The lies we tell each other! * A simple case of spiritual
blindness! * Good or Evil (A little lesson in discernment) Revisited
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Join His

Grace

Bishop

Daniel

and

Serve

our

Lord

College Mission

Trip to Ukraine
July 29—August 16, 2009

Loving and working with the special needs

children of Puhachiv and Znamyanka orphanages

Trip Cost: $2200

Application Deadline: January 1, 2009

For information contact or peruse the following: www.uocofusa.org, uocyouth@aol.com, imahlay@yahoo.com
or 412-488-9664. Applications available October 2008.

Ukrainian Orthodox

Church of the USA

Consistory Offices

of Youth & Young

Adult Ministry and

Christian Charity

With

The children of

Chornobyl Relief and

Development Fund



Holy Matrimony...Holy Matrimony...Holy Matrimony...Holy Matrimony...Holy Matrimony...
As of 11/26/2008As of 11/26/2008As of 11/26/2008As of 11/26/2008As of 11/26/2008

Holy Baptism...Holy Baptism...Holy Baptism...Holy Baptism...Holy Baptism...
As of 11/26/2008As of 11/26/2008As of 11/26/2008As of 11/26/2008As of 11/26/2008

Baker,  Leonidas David  Baptised and
Chrismated October 26, 2008,  in St. John the
Baptist Parish, Portland, Or,  child of David Nathan
Baker and Natalya Magilko, sponsors  Ivan Magilko
and , celebrated by  Fr. Ivan Petrouchtchak.
Beaudean,  Mila Elizabeth  Baptised and Chrismated August 5,
2007,  in Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Wilmington, DE,  child of Keith
Raymond Beaudean, Jr. and Tijana Vidanovic, sponsors  Anthony
Beaudean and Tina Michele George, celebrated by  Fr. Stephen
Hutnick.
Charnley,  Gavin Donald  Baptised and Chrismated November
8, 2008,  in St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Hammond, IN,
child of George Patrick Charnley and Susan Deanne Todd,
sponsors  Steven Thomas Vincent and Lisa Marie Todd, Eileen
Twomey Crean, celebrated by  Fr. Raymond E. Sundland.
Connolly,  Theodore William  Baptised and Chrismated October
5, 2008,  in St. Michael Parish, Woonsocket, RI,  child of Theodore
W. Connolly and Sharon Connolly, sponsors  Matthew T.
Connolly and Carolyn Sherwin, celebrated by  Fr. Anthony Perkins.
Duncan,  Jacob Dylan  Baptised and Chrismated November 24,
2007,  in Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Wilmington, DE,  child of Jason
Bert Duncan and Rebecca Marie Selhrist, sponsors  Andrew Duncan
and Evelyn Pittinger, celebrated by  Fr. Stephen Hutnick.
Harendza,  Africa Rachel  Baptised and Chrismated November
1, 2008,  in St. John the Baptist Parish, Johnson City, NY,  child of
Philip Harendza and Beth Anne Klym, sponsors  William Talkiaewicz
and Jody Dimitriou, celebrated by  Fr. Zinoviy Zharsky.
Harendza,  Agitha Anne  Baptised and Chrismated November
1, 2008,  in St. John the Baptist Parish, Johnson City, NY,  child of
Philip Harendza and Beth Anne Klym, sponsors  Hristos Dimitriou
and Rebecka Talkiewicz, celebrated by  Fr. Zinoviy Zharsky.
Kikoliashvili,  George Zukrabi  Baptised and Chrismated October
18, 2008,  in St. Andrew Parish, Jamaica Plain, MA,  child of Saba
Kikoliashvili and Alona Karas, sponsors  David Dzidzidashvili, David
Kevazishvili and Olha Machuba, celebrated by  Fr. Roman
Tarnavsky.
Kit,  Kameron  Baptised and Chrismated October 24, 2008,  in
St. John the Baptist Parish, Johnson City, NY,  child of Bohdan Kit
and Rae Lynn Blake, sponsors  Roman Kit and Nadia Kit, celebrated
by  Fr. Zinoviy Zharsky.
Kovalenko,  Mark  Baptised and Chrismated September 7, 2008,
in Holy Trinity Mission Parish, Seattle, WA,  child of Maksym
Kovalenko and Liliya Kovalenko, sponsors  Alexey Syomichev
and Oksana Navakovska, celebrated by  Fr. Ivan Petrouchtchak.
Kukich,  Christine Sarah  Baptised and Chrismated September
24, 2008,  in Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Wilmington, DE,  child of
Nicholas Robert Kukich, Jr. and Diane Susan Welle, sponsor ,
Stephen Nicholas Kukich , celebrated by  Fr. Stephen Hutnick.
Kukich,  Alexander Nicholas  Baptised and Chrismated September
24, 2008,  in Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Wilmington, DE,  child of
Nicholas Robert Kukich, Jr. and Diane Susan Welle, sponsor  Stephen
Nicholas Kukich , celebrated by  Fr. Stephen Hutnick.
Melnik,  John Vladimir  Baptised and Chrismated September
28, 2008,  in Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Wilmington, DE,  child of
Vladimir Peter Melnik and Susan Joyce Kolvek, sponsors  Mark
Klus and Paula Tadaris, celebrated by  Fr. Stephen Hutnick.

Moroz,  Daria  Baptised and Chrismated November 1, 2008,
in St. John the Baptist Parish, Johnson City, NY,  child of Taras
Moroz and Dorothy Ann Jablonsky, sponsors  Howard Todd
Eames and Dominique McBride, celebrated by  Fr. Zinoviy
Zharsky.
Pappas,  Amanda  Baptised and Chrismated October 5, 2008,
in Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Wilmington, DE,  child of Daniel
Pappas and Kristina Plachuta, sponsors  Ivan Plachuta and Kristen
Plachuta, celebrated by  Fr. Stephen Hutnick.
Rice,  Caleb  Baptised and Chrismated August 2, 2008,  in St.
Michael Parish, San Francisco, CA,  child of Jacob Rice and
Leanne Elaine Kroencke, sponsors  John R. Diricco, Rosty Gentry,
Clayton Ong and Katarina Gentry, Jessica Ong, Oksana Diricco,
celebrated by  Fr. Alexis Limonczenko.
Shemonski,  Matthew Stephen  Baptised and Chrismated
August 11, 2007,  in Holy Ghost Church Parish, Wilmington, DE,
child of Stephen Shemonski, III and Monnie Lynn Rhodes,
sponsors  Michael Shemonski and Gloria Shemonski, celebrated
by  Fr. Stephen Hutnick.
Spelock,  Madeline Sophie  Baptised and Chrismated February
10, 2008,  in Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Wilmington, DE,  child of
Vincent Gilbert Spelock, Jr. and Dana Zabowski, sponsor  Lauren
Zabowski, celebrated by  Fr. Stephen Hutnick.
Starr,  Olivia Grace  Baptised and Chrismated October 26,
2008,  in St. Vladimir Parish, Pittsburgh, PA,  child of Edwqard
James Youngman and Sherri Ann Starr, sponsors  Micharl Jasko
and Tammy Marie Kolas, celebrated by  Fr. John Haluszczak.
Sushchenko,  Victoria Danniella  Baptised and Chrismated
August 2, 2008,  in St. George Parish, Yardville, NJ,  child of
Sergiy Sushchenko and Lyubov Tyesakova, sponsors  Olexander
Luzanchuk and Margarita Chesrnishova, celebrated by  Fr. Petro
Levko.

Michael Creedon and Yuliya Bogovin in St. Luke Parish,
Warners, NY, on  September 6, 2008,  witnessed by Matthew
Werbeck and Andrea Sinenko Celebrant:  Fr. Vasyl Sendeha
Michael A. Doyle and Wendy Lynn Mokienko in Sts. Peter
& Paul Parish,  Millville, NJ, on  October 4, 2008,  witnessed by
Vincent Doyle IV and Jacqueline M. Stoughton Celebrant:  Fr.
Anatoliy Dokhvat
Alexander Karpov and Nadezda Baybula in Sts. Peter &
Paul Parish,  Wilmington, DE, on  June 20, 2008,  witnessed by
Denis Legkodimov and Eleana Demina Celebrant:  Fr. Stephen
Hutnick
Eric M. Senedak and Kira A. Haluszczak in Sts. Peter & Paul
Parish,  Youngstown, OH, on  July 25, 2008,  witnessed by
William Haluszczak and Carol Haluszczak Celebrant:  Metropolitan
Constantine assisted by Bishop Daniel and Fr. John Harvey
Vincent Gilbert Spelock, Jr. and Dana Zabowski in Sts. Peter
& Paul Parish, Wilmington, DE, on September 30, 2007,  witnessed
by Jeremy T. Eyre and Lauren Zabowski Celebrant:  Fr. Stephen
Hutnick
Stephen R. Vargas and Paula Remick in St. Michael Parish,
Woonsocket, RI, on  ,  witnessed by Richard Vargas and Sharon
Lipsky Celebrant:  Fr. Anthony Perkins
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AsleepAsleepAsleepAsleepAsleep
in the Lord...in the Lord...in the Lord...in the Lord...in the Lord...

As of 11/26/2008As of 11/26/2008As of 11/26/2008As of 11/26/2008As of 11/26/2008

Budd, Florence of Parma, OH  on October 30, 2008, at age
of 94, funeral November 3, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. John
Nakonachny & Fr. Michael Hontaruk  of  St. Vladimir Cathedral
Parish  Parma, OH.
Cherotowich, John of West Mifflin, PA  on April 11, 2008, at
age of 93, funeral April 15, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. John
Haluszcak  of  St. Vladimir Parish  Pittsburgh, PA.
Chmarenko, Zoya of Howell Twp. NJ  on August 5, 2008, at
age of 83, funeral August 9, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. Petro
Levko  of  St. George Parish  Yardville, NJ.
DeGennaro, Michael C. of Woonsocket, RI  on April 23, 2008,
at age of 82, funeral April 29, 2008 officiating clergy Fr.
Anthony Perkins  of  St. Michael Parish  Woonsocket, RI.
Drost, Olga Tarcha of Johnson City, NY  on September 15,
2008, at age of 92, funeral September 18, 2008 officiating
clergy Fr. Zinoviy Zharsky  of  St. John the Baptist Parish  Johnson
City, NY.
Gula, Valentina of Wilmington, DE  on July 12, 2008, at age
of 65, funeral July 18, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. Stephen Hutnick
of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Wilmington, DE.
Hatz, Nicholas of Wilmington, DE  on May 16, 2008, at age
of 75, funeral May 23, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. Stephen
Hutnick  of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Wilmington, DE.
Hlywak, John of Wilmington, DE  on June 19, 2008, at age of
87, funeral June 23, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. Stephen Hutnick
of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Wilmington, DE.
Hryb, Kathryn of Youngstown, OH  on Octobesr 17, 2008, at
age of 90, funeral October 21, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. John
Harvey  of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Youngstown, OH.
Kapelus, Andrew of Wilmington, DE  on November 4, 2007,
at age of 92, funeral November 9, 2007 officiating clergy Fr.
Stephen Hutnick  of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Wilmington, DE.
Karolyshyn, Sophie of Cumberland, RI  on October 9, 2008,
at age of 87, funeral October 14, 2008 officiating clergy Fr.
Anthony Perkins  of  St. Michael Parish  Woonsocket, RI.
Kiray, Joseph of Pittsburgh, PA  on April 14, 2008, at age of
94, funeral April 18, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. John Haluszcak
of  St. Vladimir Parish  Pittsburgh, PA.

Okrepkie, Doris of Painted Post, NY  on October 16, 2008, at
age of 82, funeral October 21, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. Zinoviy
Zharsky  of  St. John the Baptist Parish  Johnson City, NY.
Ostafy, Michael of Wilmington, DE  on October 2, 2008, at
age of 83, funeral October 7, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. Stephen
Hutnick  of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Wilmington, DE.
Pawlishak, Rose Tucker(Tokar) of Manahawkin, NJ  on
October 31, 2008, at age of 85, funeral November 6, 2008
officiating clergy Fr. Michael Kochis  of  St. Vladimir Parish
Ambridge, PA.
Pozebanchuk, Eugene of Allentown, PA  on October 28, 2008,
at age of 82, funeral November 1, 2008 officiating clergy Fr.
Myron Oryhon  of  Protection of Holy Theotokos Parish
Allentown, PA.
Procak, John of Wilmington, DE  on August 26, 2007, at age
of 88, funeral August 31, 2007 officiating clergy Fr. Stephen
Hutnick, Fr. Mark Koczak  of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish
Wilmington, DE.
Shepherd, Glenn of Wilmington, DE  on June 11, 2008, at age
of 90, funeral August 16, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. Gerald
Ozlanski  of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Wilmington, DE.
Sioma, Dimitri of Boothwyn, PA  on August 1, 2007, at age of
84, funeral August 3, 2007 officiating clergy Fr. Stephen Hutnick,
Fr. Gerald Ozlanski, Fr. Mark Koczak  of  Sts. Peter & Paul
Parish  Wilmington, DE.
Strybko, Michael of Lawrence Twp. NJ  on June 30, 2008, at
age of 85, funeral July 7, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. Petro Levko
of  St. George Parish  Yardville, NJ.
Stutzman, Mary A. of Allentown, PA  on November 3, 2008,
at age of 91, funeral November 5, 2008 officiating clergy Fr.
Myron Oryhon  of  Protection of Holy Theotokos Parish
Allentown, PA.
Szeremata, Ann of Wilmington, DE  on October 14, 2007, at
age of 91, funeral October 17, 2007 officiating clergy Fr. Stephen
Hutnick  of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Wilmington, DE.
Vorona, Gale R. of Hamilton, NJ  on July 27, 2008, at age of
54, funeral July 31, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. Petro Levko  of
St. George Parish  Yardville, NJ.
Weltschew, Vera of Wilmington, DE  on February 25, 2008,
at age of 86, funeral March 1, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. Stephen
Hutnick  of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Wilmington, DE.
Zankowsky, Jennie of Wilmington, DE  on April 24, 2008, at
age of 84, funeral April 29, 2008 officiating clergy Fr. Stephen
Hutnick  of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Wilmington, DE.

St. Vladimir’s UOC – Pittsburgh, PÀ - Department of Adult Ministries and Education
Distance Learning Seminars

If you are interested in participating in this seminar, please email your name, address, and phone number
to stvladimirs@verizon.net, or call 412-431-0687.

Coming:  Winter/Spring 2009
All you wanted to know about SIN, but were afraid to ask!

Myths of Orthodox Church Management and what to do about them!
Applying Ancient Wisdom to Modern Church Problems—A walk with the Fathers

Topics (Myths):  We don’t have the money; It won’t happen here; More is Better/Less is Better; No one else will
take the job; Don’t reinvent the wheel (or, we never did it that way before); If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it (or, we
never did it that way before); You can’t take it with you (or, the hand that reaches from the Grave); We want it
all/we want it now; There’s safety in numbers; That’s Father’s job; Beware of the Bishop; We need more church
leadership; It doesn’t matter anyway—the church is dying; Describe Your Own!
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Please remember in your prayers...
   Ïðîñèìî çãàäàòè ó Âàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ...

Âi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàì’ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!
Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!
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St. Andrew Church Goods and Bookstore
PO Box 495       South Bound Brook, NJ 08880        Tel.:(732)356-0090

Archpastoral Consecration of Bishop Daniel DVDs -Archpastoral Consecration of Bishop Daniel DVDs -Archpastoral Consecration of Bishop Daniel DVDs -Archpastoral Consecration of Bishop Daniel DVDs -Archpastoral Consecration of Bishop Daniel DVDs -
Àðõèïàñòèðñüêà Õ³ðîòîí³ÿ Âëàäèêè Äàíè¿ëàÀðõèïàñòèðñüêà Õ³ðîòîí³ÿ Âëàäèêè Äàíè¿ëàÀðõèïàñòèðñüêà Õ³ðîòîí³ÿ Âëàäèêè Äàíè¿ëàÀðõèïàñòèðñüêà Õ³ðîòîí³ÿ Âëàäèêè Äàíè¿ëàÀðõèïàñòèðñüêà Õ³ðîòîí³ÿ Âëàäèêè Äàíè¿ëà

Place your order through our Bookstore by August 15, 2008

Âàðò³ñòü - $75.00 Âàðò³ñòü - $75.00 Âàðò³ñòü - $75.00 Âàðò³ñòü - $75.00 Âàðò³ñòü - $75.00 (plus $6.00 - shipping and handling)(plus $6.00 - shipping and handling)(plus $6.00 - shipping and handling)(plus $6.00 - shipping and handling)(plus $6.00 - shipping and handling)

The disks will be produced upon orders - äèñêè âèãîòîâëÿòèìóòüñÿ çã³äíî çàìîâëåíü

Name/²ì’ÿ

Address/àäðåñà

Tel./òåëåôîí:

Quantity/ê³ëüê³ñòü

Please send me the 4 disks set -
íàä³øë³òü ìåí³ 4 äèñêè DVD êîìïëåêò

JANUARY - ÑI×ÅÍÜJANUARY - ÑI×ÅÍÜJANUARY - ÑI×ÅÍÜJANUARY - ÑI×ÅÍÜJANUARY - ÑI×ÅÍÜ
28th 1942 - PROTOPRIEST ISIDORE KOSTIUK
27th 1955 - PROTOPRIEST JOSEPH BODNAR
  6th 1958 - FR. STEFAN VULCHYN
  9th 1968 - PROTOPRESBYTER JOHN SAWCHUK
  9th 1968 - PROTOPRIEST LEV  WELESOWSKY
26th 1974 - PRTOPRESBYTER ALEXANDER DOWHAL
  9th 1984 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA UHORCZAK
28th 1990 - PROTOPRESBYTER JURIJ HULEY
17th 1996 - PROTOPRIEST  TYT MELNYCHUK
13th 1996 - REV. GREGORY WOLKOWYNSKY
19th 1999 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA HODYNSKY
10th 2002 - PROTOPRESBYTER PETRO BUDNYJ
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F O C U S
P a r i s h

Our CoOur CoOur CoOur CoOur Covvvvvererererer...............

St. Mary Protectress Cathedral
Southfield, MI
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Pastor - Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk

Ïðîéøëè, ïðîãðèì³ëè âæå ðîêè â³ä çàñíóâàííÿ Ñâ.
Ïîêðîâñüêî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ ãðîìàäè â Äåòðîéò³ –
Ñàóòô³ëüä³. Áàãàòî ïîä³é, ðàä³ñíèõ, à ÷àñîì òðàã³÷íèõ ïåðåæèëà
íàøà ãðîìàäà. Áàãàòî âæå ïåðøèõ ïàðàô³ÿí – çàñíîâíèê³â
ïåðåéøëî íà òîé ñâ³ò, õî÷ çàëèøèëè ï³ñëÿ ñåáå âåëèêó ïàì’ÿòü
íàø âåëè÷àâèé õðàì ³ Ñâ. Ïîêðîâñüêó ãðîìàäó.

1950 ð. ãðóïà íåäàâí³õ ïåðåñåëåíö³â, ³ äåê³ëüêà
äàâí³øèõ, â áåðåçí³ ì³ñÿö³ ïîñòàíîâèëè îðãàí³çóâàòè óêðà¿íñüêó
ïðàâîñëàâíó ïàðàô³þ ³ íàçâàëè ¿¿ Ñâ. Ïîêðîâñüêîþ, â ÷åñòü
Ïîêðîâèòåëüêè ñêèòàëüö³â – Ä³âè Ìàð³¿.

Çàñíîâíèêàìè íàøî¿ ïàðàô³¿ áóëè: ². Ëóê’ÿí÷óê, Ì.
Áîé÷óê, Ï. Òðåïåò, Ï.Ïàëÿíèöÿ, Ì. Êîñ, ³íæ. Ëÿìïèöüêèé, Ä.
Ëþáàíñüêèé, ². Êèòàñòèé, Ì.Ë³ñê³âñüêèé, Ï. Ôèëîíåíêî, Ã.
Êèòàñòèé, Ñ. Ôóðàñà, Â. Êîòîâè÷, Â. Êèöóë, ². Ùåðá³é.

Ãðóïà îñíîâîïîëîþíèê³â íå áóëà ìàëîþ, ÷ëåíñòâî
çðîñòàëî, îðãàí³çóâàâñÿ õîð, ñåñòðèöòâî, áðàòñòâî, ãóðòóâàëàñü
ìîëîäü ³ ñòâîðèëàñü øêîëà óêðà¿íîçíàâñòâà.

Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåííèé Âëàäèêà Âîëîäèìèð íåâäîâç³
î÷îëèâ ãðîìàäó, ùî ñòàëà êàòåäðîþ.

Âæå ïîíàä 50 ðîê³â óêðà¿íñüêà ïðàâîñëàâíà ïàðàô³ÿ
Ñâ. Ïîêðîâè ñòî¿òü íà ñòîðîæ³ çáåðåæåííÿ íàö³îíàëüíèõ
ñêàðá³â, à ñàìå ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ â³ðè òà óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ìîâè. Òåïåð
îñîáëèâî öå ñòàëî àêòóàëüíèì ï³ñëÿ ïðîãîëîøåííÿ
Íåçàëåæíîñò³ Óêðà¿íè â 1991ð. Öÿ ïîä³ÿ âäèõíóëà ñâ³æå ïîâ³òðÿ
³ ïîñòàâèëà íîâ³ çàâäàííÿ äî ãðîìàäè-ïàðàô³¿, áî Óêðà¿íà
ïîòðåáóº áàãàòî äîïîìîãè é âèòðèâàëîñò³, ùîá ïåðåìîãòè
çàñòàð³ë³, çàñêîðóçë³ ïîíÿòòÿ ³ ïîñòàâèòè æèòòÿ êðà¿íè íà
íàö³îíàëüíèé øëÿõ.

Áàãàòî ïðàö³ áóëî âêëàäåíî ïàðàô³ÿíàìè äëÿ
ïðèñòîñóâàííÿ ³ ðåìîíò³ öåðêâè-ïðèì³ùåííÿ ïðè 29-³é âóëèö³,
äå ïàðàô³ÿ ³ñíóâàëà 20 ðîê³â. Â 1970 ð. ïàðàô³ÿ ïåðåéøëà äî
íîâîãî õðàìó, ï³ñëÿ äîâãèõ ðîê³â çáèðàííÿ êîøò³â, ï³ä³áðàííÿ
ïëàí³â, êóï³âëåþ ì³ñöÿ äëÿ áóä³âåëü. Âåëèêó ïðàöþ ïðè ï³äãîòîâö³
ïëîù³ äëÿ íîâîãî õðàìó ïðîâåëà ãðóïà ïàðàô³ÿí: ßðîø Ìèòðî,
Ì. Øâåä, Ìèêîëà Îëåêñ³ºíêî, ². Ðîìàí÷óê, Ë. Êîâàëü ³ ³íø³.

Ïàðàô³ÿëüíà óïðàâà ï³ä êåð³âíèöòâîì  ïðîò. Ìèêîëè
Ëèòâàê³âñüêîãî, òîä³øíüîãî ãîëîâè ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ óïðàâè ².
Æîëîáåöüêîãî (ç äîïîìîãîþ äîíüêè Î. Ì³ñüîí´) çíàéøëè ì³ñöå
äëÿ áóäîâè õðàìó é çáèðàííÿ êîøò³â. Áóâ ñòâîðåíèé
áóä³âåëüíèé êîì³òåò ó ñêëàä³: ³íæ. Â³òàë³é Áðèëêî, Ðîìàí Ñåïåë,
³íæ. Ïåòðî Êèòàñòèé, ³íæ. Ñåðã³é Îìåëü÷åíêî ³ çà ïðîåêòîì
àðõ³òåêòîðà Îëåêñàíäðà Íàçàðöÿ âåëè÷íèé õðàì çâ³â ñâî¿ áàí³
â íåáåñà.

Áàãàòî ïðè÷èíèëèñü äî áóäîâè íîâîãî õðàìó é
äîïîì³æíèõ áóä³âåëü òîä³øí³ ãîëîâè ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ óïðàâè
Ìèêîëà Ñàìîêèøèí òà Ôåä³ð Ôåäîðåíêî.

Îä³éøîâ â³ä íàñ î. Ìèêîëà Ëèòâàê³âñüêèé, ïðèéøîâ
íà ïàðàô³þ ìîëîäèé î. Íåñòîð Ñòîëÿð÷óê (áóâ íà ïàðàô³¿
12 ðîê³â), ðîçâèâàëîñü æèòòÿ øêîëè, Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ ë³ãè, îðãàí³çàö³¿ ÎÄÓÌ. Íå äî÷åêàâñÿ ïîáóäîâè
íîâî¿ ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ îñåë³ Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåííèé Âëàäèêà
Âîëîäèìèð, â³ä³éøîâ â³ä íàñ ùå â 1967ð., àëå é äîñ³ éîãî
ïàòåðèöÿ ñòî¿òü á³ëÿ öàðñüêèõ âîð³ò ³ íàçâà íàøî¿ ïàðàô³¿
âêëþ÷àº ³ì’ÿ êàòåäðè.

Íîâèé ³êîíîñòàñ áóâ çáóäîâàíèé â 1985 ð. ï³ä
âì³ëèì êåð³âíèöòâîì ïàðàô³ÿíèíà Ìèêîëè Ë³ñê³âñüêîãî, à
³êîíè áóëè ïîæåðòâóâàí³ îêðåìèìè ïàðàô³ÿíàìè.

Ï³ñëÿ â³äõîäó î. Íåñòîðà Ñòîëÿð÷óêà â 1987ð.
íàñòîÿòåëåì áóâ î. Ìèêîëà Íåâìåðæèöüêèé, ÿêèé â³ä³éøîâ
íà ìåíøó ïàðàô³þ ÷åðåç ñòàí çäîðîâ’ÿ. Âæå ê³ëüêà ðîê³â,
ÿê áóëî ïðèçíà÷åíî íàñòîÿòåëåì î. Ïàâëà Áîäíàð÷óêà, êîòðèé
ïðèâ³ç äî íàñ ç Óêðà¿íè âåëèêó ëþáîâ äî â³ðè é Óêðà¿íè.
Àëå æèòòÿ êîòèòüñÿ äàë³ é íåâáëàãàííèé ÷àñ çàáèðàâ ³
äàë³ çàáèðàº íàøèõ ÷ëåí³â, êîòð³ â³äõîäÿòü äî äðóãîãî
íåâ³äîìîãî ñâ³òó, à ìè äàë³ ìóñèìî áîðîòèñü çà çáåðåæåííÿ
íàøîãî õðàìó ³ óêðà¿íñüêî¿ òîòîæíîñò³. Âåëèêà ïîä³ÿ äëà
íàøî¿ öåðêâè ñòàëàñü â 1990 ð. êîëè Óêðà¿íñüêà Ïðàâîñëàâíà
Öåðêâà â Óêðà¿í³ âèáðàëà íàøîãî äîñòîéíîãî Ìèòðîïîëèòà
Ìñòèñëàâà çà Ïàòð³àðõà ÓÏÖ â Óêðà¿í³. Àëå âëàäèêà Ïàòð³àðõ
Ìñòèñëàâ â³ä³éøîâ â³ä íàñ â 1993 ð. ³ ïîõîâàíèé â Áàóíä
Áðóö³. Áàãàòî ïîä³é ïåðåéøëî çà öèõ 50 ðîê³â ³ñíóâàííÿ
ïàðàô³¿, áàãàòî ÷îãî çíì³íèëîñü íà Óêðà¿í³ é ó íàñ â Àìåðèö³.

Íàøå íàéá³ëüøå çàâäàííÿ ³ îáîâ’ÿçîê º çáåðåãòè
íàøå íàñòóïíå ïîêîë³ííÿ äëÿ æèòòÿ ³ äàëüøîãî ðîçâèòêó
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Àìåðèö³ é íà Óêðà¿í³,
äàòè ìîæëèâ³ñòü âèâ÷åííÿ ìîâè é çâè÷à¿â íàøî¿ ðåë³ã³¿
äëÿ ìîëîä³.

Ìóñèìî ïðîäîâæóâàòè íàø³ íåïîâòîðí³ çâè÷à¿ é
òðàäèö³¿, äîðîæèòè êîæíèì ÷ëåíîì, áî êîæíà îäèíèöÿ º
íåçàì³íèìà äëÿ ãðîìàäè, áåðåãòè õðèñòèÿíñüê³ çàïîâ³ä³.
Øàíóéìî ñâî¿õ äóøïàñòèð³â òà ïðîâ³ä Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Àìåðèö³ ³ íà Óêðà¿í³!

Äàé Áîæå, íàì ùå äîâãî âèòðèìàòè é áîðîòèñü çà
â³ðó é öåðêâó!

Ï³äãîòîâëåíî Îëåíîþ Ë³ñê³âñüêîþ
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P. O. Box 495
 South Bound Brook, NJ   08880

UKRAINIAN UKRAINIAN UKRAINIAN UKRAINIAN UKRAINIAN      ORTHODOX ORTHODOX ORTHODOX ORTHODOX ORTHODOX      CHURCH CHURCH CHURCH CHURCH CHURCH      OF OF OF OF OF      THE THE THE THE THE      USAUSAUSAUSAUSA
OFFICE   OF   PUBLIC   RELATIONSOFFICE   OF   PUBLIC   RELATIONSOFFICE   OF   PUBLIC   RELATIONSOFFICE   OF   PUBLIC   RELATIONSOFFICE   OF   PUBLIC   RELATIONS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Get involved in the life of your Church!

The successs of all Church sponsored events depends upon your participation!

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî
Ukrainian Orthodox Word

Young Adult “Ski Weekend”
9-11 January, 2009
Pocono Lake, PA

Sponsored by the Ukrainian Orthodox League

Three Holy Hierarchs Seminary Chapel Feast Day
12 February, 2009

St. Sophia Theological Seminary
South Bound Brook, NJ

College Mission Trip to Ukrainian Orphanages
29 July - 16 August, 2009

Sponsored by the Consistory Offices of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry and Christian Charity

UOL Lenten Retreat at All Saints Camp
27-29 March, 2009

All Saints Camp
Emlenton, PA

UOL Lenten Retreat
3-5 April, 2009

St. Francis Retreat House
Bethlehem, PA

St. Thomas Sunday Pilgrimage
26 April, 2009

Metropolia Center
South Bound Brook, NJ

Jr/Sr Ukrainian Orthodox League Conventions
22-26 July, 2009

Hosted by
Sts. Peter and Paul UOL Chapters - Youngstown, OH

Young Adults Memorial Day
22-25 May, 2009
All Saints Camp

Emlenton, PA

100th Parish Anniversary
10 October, 2009

St. Mary Cathedral
Allentown, PA

Bishop Daniel’s Installation
as a Ruling Hiearch of the Western Eparchy

7 February, 2009
St. Volodymyr Cathedral

Chicago, IL


