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Itis hard to believe that
we are about to enter into
2008th year of our Lord. We
cannot help, but to look back
and reflect upon the numer-
ous events that occurred in the
life of our Church in 2007.

Indeed, the 2007 was
fruitful: successful encamp-
ments at All Saints Camp, nu-
merous retreats sponsored by
the UOL, the progress that was
made on the construction of
the Camp Chapel, the begin-
ning of construction of the His-
torical and Educational Complex
of our Church in South Bound
Brook, NJ, successful Mission
Trips to Ukrainian orphanages
and the High School Student
Trip to St. Sophia Seminary, 60th
Annual UOL Convention in
Carnegie, PA, numerous anni-
versaries of existence and mis-
sion work of our parishes
throughout the country, anni-
versaries of pastoral service and
leadership of our Hierarchs, the
most spiritually uplifting 18th
Regular Sobor of the UOC of
the USA, the renovation of St.
Sophia Seminary Chapel, the
arrival of students from Ukraine
and the beginning of the aca-
demic year. These are only a few
events that took place in 2007
- events that reflect the call of
the 18th Sobor of the Church -
“THE LIGHT OF CHRIST ILLU-
MINES ALL!” It is only through
our Lord’s Grace that we are
able to accomplish the numer-
ous projects that our hierachs,
clergy and faithful undertake.

(Continued on p. 20)
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PERMANENT CONFERENCE OF UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX

BISHOPS BEYOND THE

BORDERS OF UKRAINE

A spiritual message to the beloved clergy and faithful entrusted to our spiritual care throughout
the world and to our brothers and sisters in the Faith throughout Ukraine as we celebrate
Nativity of our Lord and God and Savior — Jesus Christ — 2007

Dearly beloved Brothers and Sisters,

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!
Once again the never ending
passage of time carries our thoughts back
to the Holy Night of the Nativity of the 4
Son of God — our Merciful Redeemer i
and Savior — Jesus Christ. 2 Ls
All the earth and all mankind
relive the holiest of this Nativity night. The
thoughts of all follow the Bethlehem
shepherds and the Wise Men from the
East to Bethlehem and to the cave of i
Christ’s nativity. On this night the ;
Bethlehem cave became the holiest place

A S is the Kingdom, which was initiated in the

little land of Palestine, in the tiny city of
Bethlehem. The King, Who was born in
the cave, Who was laid in a manger, Who
was rejected by mankind but became a
sacrifice for them on the Cross — He reigns.
He reigns in Heaven at the Right Hand of
the Father amongst His holy angels. He
reigns in every heart, which opens itself to
receive Him. He reigns in His Holy Church,
which follows His Holy Gospel and casts
aside all other authorities.

Our Heavenly Father has said of Him: “He
shall be great and shall be called the Son
of the Most High..and of His Kingdom
there shall be no end”. (Luke 1.32-33)

on earth. Holy thoughts, elevated ;_- Our Savior, Whose Nativity we
feelings, prayers and hymns surround this 3¢ " celebrate, He is the “Wonderful Counselor,
cave — the birthplace of the Savior of J’n 5 DNAEATATAR '"':a‘th"!' the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father”.
the world..and the first hymn of the holy .. k_r (Isaiah 9:6) Let us, therefore, come to

angels resounds over Bethlehem on the

holy night of the Nativity of our Savior. “Glory to God in
the highest, peace on earth and good will among men”
(Luke 2:14) — is new and real — not old and dead. Our
devout Ukrainian nation celebrates on this Great Feast singing
its native carols, which have profound meaning and proclaim
the Holy Truth.

The Lord born to us — the Messiah for all mankind
— has brought this Divine Truth. As the Prince of Peace, He
has given mankind the Law of Love. He gave birth to a
great hope, a hope that the time will come when war will be
abolished, offensiveness and hatred among men will
disappear and mankind will follow the Path of God to Divine
approval and eternal peace.

Observing the ever changing world around us, we
are awed by the fact that empires have come and gone,
rulers and governments change with every passing day,
dictators, despots and conquerors — each having his day —
have passed on through the pages of history. In our cities
and villages, in our communities and in our families we also
see certain changes. Most certainly, we will continue to see
changes and with them other problems. Where will we go
to find peace and tranquility? To whom will we turn for
peace, a sense of balance and for strength? It is to our
Lord Jesus Christ that we must turn — the real Advisor. He
waits for us to make room for Him in our hearts, to provide
us with peace, joy, a sense of balance and abundance of
life — all from His Grace and Mercy.

Of all that has come and gone, amongst the rapid
daily changes, only one kingdom remains unchanged — this

Him, let us offer Him our meaningless lives
and He will give us peace, direction and a goal for our life.
Let us offer Him our weakness and He will give us strength.
To overcome our sorrow, He will give us joy. Let us come
to Him in our sinfulness, He will give us forgiveness and lead
us to perfection. Glory to God Who reigns! God is with us!

Dearly beloved in Christt We greet you on the
occasion of the Great Nativity Feast. May it lift our souls to
heavenly heights. May the New Year — 2008 — bring us all
good health, prosperity, inner peace and joy in Jesus Christ.

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

+ CONSTANTINE — Metropolitan,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and in Diaspora
+ JOHN — Metropolitan,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ ANTONY — Archbishop,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+ VSEVOLOD — Archbishop,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+ IOAN — Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church
in Diaspora — Australia and New Zealand Eparchy
+ YURIJ — Archbishop,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ JEREMIAH — Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA — Eparchy of South America
+ ANDRIJ — Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church in
Diaspora — Western Europe Eparchy

4

pie LVIIl xéf. I, fis+aft, 2008 %



'I'I’adition: . _
The Nativity Celebration by v re: pennis iistof

The actual celebration of the Birth of Christ begins
with the celebration of Vespers with the Liturgy of St. Basil
the Great on the morning of December 24/January 6. This
service was the ancient vigil for the Church and, indeed, is
still the vigil service for the Orthodox who follow Hellenic
influence for their order of services (Typikon).

The Great Compline Vigil is unique to the Orthodox
Churches which fall under the Slavic influence for the
Typikon. The Gospel of Luke which recounts the events of
the Birth of Christ and the appearance of the angelic host to
the shepherds is prescribed. The Ukrainian Orthodox
Church continues Her fasting regimen preparing for the
Nativity by partaking of the traditional Holy Supper at
nightfall. The vigil for the feast in Slavic Orthodox
Churches is the Great Compline Service often in tandem
with Nativity Matins.

On December 25/January 7, the Orthodox Church is

already celebrating the visit of the Magi from the East
described in the reading from the Gospel according to St.
Matthew. The Christmas troparion also reflects this when
we chant: For those who worshiped the
stars have learned from a star to adore
You, the Sun of Righteousness!
Thus, the main thrust of our Nativity
celebration is not so much that
Christ was born, but that God has
been manifested and lives among
us in this Child. This is the reason
the Orthodox Church emphasizes
the visit of the Magi much more
strongly than the events surround-
ing the Birth. The shepherds and
Three Astrologers from the East
represent the human race which
discovers and worships God Who
has appeared in human form!

The feast does not end with
this celebration, but continues. The
second day of the feast honors the
Most-Holy Birthgiver-of-God. This
is the most ancient feast honoring
Mary, the Mother of God. Honoring
the Mother of God through whom
God took on human flesh and dwelt in our midst became
part of this Nativity celebration almost immediately after
the Church universally began commemorating the Birth of
Christ on December 25 at the end of the fourth century.

The Church honors the memory of the First-Martyr
and Archdeacon Stephen on the third day of the feast. He
was elevated by the Apostles themselves to serve as the
first deacon of the Church. He gave his life witnessing to his
belief that Jesus Christ was the Messiah, the fulfillment of
the Divine Plan. St. Stephen’s confession of faith which he
gave before being stoned to death by unbelievers can be

read in the Acts of the Holy Apostles
(7:2-60). The contents of this
profession formed the basis of every
profession and creed ever devised
by the Orthodox Church.

The Saturday following the
feast has its own particular Apostolic and Gospel
Readings. The Holy Gospel describes how the incarnate
Christ is the fulfilment of the prophecy of the Isaiah
which predicted that the Messiah would appear in a
manner which was both universal and humble.

On the Sunday following the feast, the Church
commemorates the Holy Righteous Ones: David the
King, Joseph the Betrothed, and James the Brother of
the Lord in the Flesh. This is because Jesus is of the
house or family of Kind David. Joseph the Betrothed is
honored for his role of acting as our Lord’s earthly, but
not biological father. James is not actually our Lord’'s
brother. Though some modern commentators make the

insupportable assertion that these broth-

ers of the Lord may have been children

of St. Joseph from a prior marriage,

not one of the Church Fathers was

of this opinion. These brothers

were cousins, the word brother

has a much looser meaning in
Semitic languages.

The celebration of the Nativity
concludes with the commemora-
tion of His Circumcision eight
days after His Birth. There is no
fasting during this entire post-
festive period and no marriages
may be celebrated. However, the
Orthodox celebration of Christ’s
Birth continues in a less intense
manner even beyond this feast.
Many people continue to greet
each other with, “Christ is Born!”,
for an entire forty days ending
this custom on the feast of the
Meeting in the Temple (February
2/15).

All the above dramatically
illustrates how through the centuries the Church has
framed and embellished this feast of Christ’s Birth. Initially
the Nativity did not even stand on its own as a feastday.
Originally it was celebrated as one of the many divine
manifestations (theophanies), of Christ which revealed
His divinity to the world, and also the existence of the All-
Holy Trinity. Clearly when we speak of the traditions
surrounding the feast of our Lord’'s Birth, there is an
abundance of material to consider even before one
begins delving into the contributions each ethnic
community contributes to this great feast!
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The Christmas season is
always such a beautiful
time of the year. Certain
radio stations play only Christmas
carols, which then serves as
background music while | am trying
to accomplish a myriad of holiday
chores. Neighborhood Christmas
decorations add a special glow to
the otherwise dreary and dark
nights of winter. It is so much nicer
to run to WalMart knowing | will
have these colorful lights along the
way to lift my spirits.

The Christmas season is
also a very stressful time. There
are gifts to buy, cookies to bake
and a house to decorate. Children
can either become very conscious
of their behavior, hoping for a nice
return on Christmas, or overly
excited from the anticipation of all
that is to come. Unfortunately,
parents never know which one they
will be facing, (which is why | keep
a lump of coal gum on hand to back
up my threats, and, more impor-
tantly, have actually used)! This
year will also be our first Christmas
to have a married child returning
home for a few days, a first since
moving out of state four months
ago, which adds additional prepara-
tion to an already crowded list.

As a parent, | try my
hardest to make everything perfect
for everyone. This year | awoke on
the Friday after Thanksgiving to
find a short pile of three store ads
waiting in the kitchen for me, each
with one item boldly circled. |
understood the hint and quickly
dressed to start that scavenger hunt
even though | had previously had
absolutely no intention of dealing
with those crowds. The sales were
just too good and if this is what my
son wanted, then | was going to do
my best to get them. Within exactly
42 minutes from rising that morn-

ing, | had merely a half a cup of
coffee and then made it to each of
those three stores (and, mind you,
one of them was Toys R Us). | beat
every single early bird time require-
ment, and yet had nothing to show
for my efforts. Every item was sold
out. | had to go for round two of
those store chains to better my
luck, which included giving up on
one item, receiving a rain check for
another, and actually driving home
with the third. Will all of that effort
really be appreciated on Christmas
morning?

| sometimes feel we get
lost in the hustle bustle and lose
sight of what Christmas should
mean. It is not realistic to suggest
that the mundane and time con-
suming preparations need to be
eliminated because, for me at least,
that just would not happen. Rather,
we can try to view some of them
differently.

For example, such a thing
jumped out at me this year on one
of my late night shopping adven-
tures. | was merely driving along,
trying to keep the list going in my
head for when | arrived at the store,
when | unknowingly found myself
anticipating driving past a home
that even from a distance was
reflecting brightly onto the dark, wet
pavement ahead. | knew it was
going to be a richly decorated
scene since it was making such a
difference in the neighborhood. |
was proven correct as | approached
the house. It was at that moment
that the real meaning of Christmas
jumped into the car with me and
has been accompanying me ever
since. Just as those bright lights
held such anticipation for me, so
too does the birth of Jesus Christ
on Christmas day. This seemingly
secular tradition instantly had such
a profound religious impact on me
and it suddenly explained the whole
reason for Christmas lights, out-

he ight of Ehristmas

by Dobrodyka Barbara Kristof

doors and in: It is through the birth
of Jesus Christ that Light comes
into our dark world and illuminates
our otherwise dreary paths. Just as
the minimal street lights could not
detract from that decorated home,
nothing else can detract from the
Light that will be entering our world
and making such a difference in it
on Christmas morning. Even
though | have always loved Christ-
mas lights, and who does not, | now
view these displays with a different
twist.

As for our own Christmas
decorations, and everything else
associated with Christmas, we try
very hard to maintain a religious
theme. There are enough other
families who decorate using the
Grinch, Winnie the Pooh snow
globes, or Charlie Brown. It is our
responsibility to emphasize the real
meaning and purpose for this holy
day, which also ends up making our
house very unique. (We have
actually had people come to our
door through the years to commend
us on our religious display, which is
always a totally unexpected sur-
prise.) | also look for appropriate
Christmas cards to send, too.
Although they are getting increas-
ingly more difficult to find, it is still
important for us to greet others with
the beauty of the Nativity and not a
motorcycle riding Santa.

Speaking of Santa Claus,
which is merely the English pronun-
ciation of the Germanic name, |
also like using the Feast of Saint
Nicholas on December 6 (19) as
the day to give teachers and other
service providers their Christmas
gifts. It helps to separate our gifts
from the many others that will be
received, making them slightly
more meaningful. | think ahead so
that during parent conferences at
the beginning of the school year |
receive permission for my child to
bring a small treat, like candy
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canes, for the entire class on that
feast day. Of course, this means my
child has to be able to explain the life
of Saint Nicholas and his significance
in the Orthodox Church, but it has
always been very well received. Every
year | am impressed at the number of
classmate parents who are aware of
this important Saint and his feast day.
At home, this is the morning when my
family anticipates awaking to filled
Christmas stockings, since that is a
tradition associated with his feast.
(Filled shoes are also common.) If
these stockings were filled for Christ-
mas, they would be the last item
opened since the gifts under the tree
always overshadow the tiny things
waiting in the stockings. On St.
Nicholas Day, however, they are a
special treat and a way of acknowl-
edging the giving nature of this
important saint.

We also have to remember
that there are liturgical celebrations
related to both St. Nicholas Day and
Christmas. | truly do not understand
how families can open gifts in celebra-
tion of the birth of Christ without
attending the liturgical service that
commemorates that momentous
event. My children have always had to
wait to open presents on Christmas
morning until after we returned home
from church. As difficult as it is for
them to walk past the tree teeming
with presents, or to put down a
package that is already being ana-
lyzed for potential
contents, not a single
gift can be opened
until we proclaim
“Christ is Born” in our
parish.

An important
tradition that | will
cherish forever is one
which my now
deceased father
provided every
Christmas day after
we arrived home
from church. Upon
entering the house,
our own, my
grandmother’s, or
later on, my family’s,

he would pause immediately after
crossing the threshold and burst out
in song with his own, slightly out of
tune, rendition of our Christmas
troparion. | was so proud on that
first Christmas day about ten years
ago when my children could follow
his example by doing the same in
English. Was there ever any
question what it was we were
celebrating and why we were giving
gifts?

With giving in mind, which
is the central focus on Christmas, it
is imperative to look beyond our
own families and find a way to bring
some light to those who might
otherwise be left out of the celebra-
tion. The only decision to be made
is whether it should be a financial
contribution or an even more
special gift of our precious time.
Find a children’s home, hospital or
nursing home with patients who
could use a little cheering, either
through gifts or personal visits.
There are many charities, including
specifically Orthodox ones like
I.0.C.C. or Zoe for Life (which is
featured in this issue), that depend
entirely on financial contributions to
provide their services. Neighbor-
hood food banks look forward to
holiday donations of food and gifts,
including gently worn clothing from
cleared closets. Search your
neighborhood, parish or your family
for someone who needs some
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special attention
this Christmas.
Those who were
recently wid-
owed, for
example, will be
reluctant to
intrude but need
any distraction from the loneliness they
will be experiencing. Those who are ill
may view this as potentially the last
Christmas of their lives. Would it not be
very personally rewarding to be the one
who provides them with the best Christ-
mas you have to offer?

If you feel your Christmas
season is already too full to include even
more commitments, then it is time to
reassess why you are doing any of it at
all. How difficult is it to add to your list a
few extra Christmas cards with notes to
brighten the season for someone else,
or to simply drop a financial donation in
the mail? When doing holiday baking,
make an extra dozen to share with those
who rarely experience home cooking
any more. Drop off a poinsettia as a
surprise to tell someone in your parish or
your life, “Merry Christmas”. And, saying
“Merry Christmas” is the most important
of all. We are not sending our season’s
greetings or holiday wishes. We are
saying “Merry Christmas” for “Christ is
Born” and bringing light, sometimes
through us, into this dark world.

We can make a difference as
Orthodox Christians with everything we
do this Christmas as long as we can
shake off the secular influ-
ence that surrounds us and
focus instead on the Christ
Child Who will be coming into
the world. Not only will we set
an example for our children
and our families, but we will
also influence our friends,
neighborhoods and communi-
ties. We are being given the
opportunity to prove that
Orthodox Christians are not
like everyone else because
we celebrate that “Christ is
Born” for us. In turn, we
share His Light by making it a
merry Christmas for every life
we touch this Christmas.
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Is It Hip

N\ .
28 To Give?
Q)O

Bono. Oprah. Angelina Jolie. Just a few of the
celebrities that have received publicity for their acts of
charity. Bono plugs Live 8; Oprah has a girls’ school in
Africa.; Jolie donates to African educational and
charitable funds. Seems like these days it's in style to be
giving, although it's something our Church has done from
the very beginning. Giving goes back to the Old
Testament, when God instructed His people to tithe (a
fancy word meaning one tenth of something). Everyone
was to give the first 10 percent of their earnings to Him,
which, back then, meant land, animals, agricultural
products, etc. Tithing showed that they owed their lives
and livelihoods to Him, and thanked Him for all His gifts
(Check out Genesis 14, Deuteronomy 18 and Numbers
18 for more on tithing.)

Jesus Christ also taught about giving emphasizing
that it's a way of life - something we do for others,
expecting nothing in return. For us as Christians, giving is
a mentality that we adopt - not just a single project that we
carry out on a Saturday afternoon once a year. There are
some other things that Christ and the Church teach about
giving:

Stewardship: All we have, whether money,
possessions, or talents is from God. Ultimately, He is the
owner of them all, and we are merely stewards or care
takers of His things. So when we give to a charity, or

donate, or volunteer, we are merely giving back what
already belongs to Someone else.

Thanksgiving: We show God our thanks by
offering back to Him what He has given to us. And His
ultimate gift to us, for which we are thankful, is the gift of
His Son, Jesus Christ, Who came into the world, was
crucified, and rose from the dead out of love for us!

Offering: While sometimes we give out of our own
abundance, there might be times in our lives where it's
hard to give.

In these situations, we have the opportunity for our
faith in God to grow strong. Remember the widow who
gave the last of her money to the poor (Mk. 12:41-43)?
She was blessed by Christ, Who also said that the more
we give to others, the more will be given back to us (Lk.
6:38.).

Today we have many opportunities to give. You
may say, I'm just a teenager, what do | have to give? If
you think creatively, you will realize you do have
something to offer back to God and to others:

*Time

*Talent, gift, skill

*Money

*Enthusiasm, commitment, caring

Before running and donating all your money to Live
8, look in your own back yard for opportunities to give.
There are many worthy ministries in the Church that can
use your gifts: the Orphanages in Ukraine, the St.
Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Society, the Ukraine
Dental Project, the mission parishes, the South
American Seminary, St. Herman’s House of Hospitality,
the Historical and Educational Complex Building Fund,
the New Missions Fund, the All Saints Camp projects, the
Endowment Fund in memory of Patriarch Mstyslav, the
Pension Fund and the St. Sophia Seminary Support
Fund.

Ordination
Anniversaries

January

.

V. Rev. Fr. Myron Mykhaylyuk
V. Rev. Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk
Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Raphael
V. Rev. Fr. Gerald Ozlanski
Rev. Fr. Harry Linsinbigler

Fr. Deacon Nicholas Shapoval
Rev. Fr. Myroslav Schirta

January 2, 1977
January 3, 1993
January 8, 1995
January 25, 1987
January 25, 2003
January 25, 2003
January 30, 1998

May God grant to them many,

happy and blessed years!
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Wanted:

Qualified Candidates for the Parish Council

by Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis

And, ‘tis the season for Parish Council elections.
Every year as December and January roll around, many
Orthodox parishes hold elections for their parish
councils. In my ten year ministry, I've had parish council
members who are shining examples of what it is to be an
Orthodox Christian, who genuinely care for the mission
of the church, who made a weekly habit of receiving Holy
Communion, who came to confession, in addition to
coming to parish council meetings, serving on
committees and organizing community events. I've also
had parish council members who did not attend church,
who laughed when | told the parish council that all
members should go to Confession at least once a year,
who came to church each Sunday only in time to pass the
tray, who weren't faithful in keeping the fasts of the
church and who generally did not set a good example.

In my parish, in addition to a seminar for Parish
Council candidates held in the local area, last year |
instituted an additional one hour private session in my
office so that | could have an opportunity to dialogue with
each candidate one on one. The other day, in conducting
one of these meetings, a candidate asked me “Father,
what is your number one goal for next year?” Without
even thinking about it, | replied, “To have 11 parish
council members (the number of my parish council) who
will worship in church each Sunday.” This person replied,
“Do | have to come on time?” | guess a priest can dream,
but as we approach another year of parish council
elections, | scratch my head and wonder is it really that
hard to find 11 people for a parish council who will
commit to coming to church on time each Sunday? And
is our method of choosing our parish leaders something
that needs to be revised?

Picking versus Electing

History shows that leaders have traditionally picked
those who work closest with them. Kings chose their men
of court, presidents choose their cabinets, hierarchs
choose their councils, coaches choose their assistant,
managers hire their own secretaries, but the parish
priests have their councils voted in. (In fact, the priest
isn’t even allowed to cast a vote for the parish council.)
Why is that? Some say, this is to serve as a check and
balance for the priest, to make sure he doesn'’t get too
much power. If we are worried that a priest will wield
power in a dictatorial and oppressive way, perhaps that
person is not an appropriate candidate for ordination and
should be screened out during seminary. However, the
priesthood is a position of authority. The priest serves as
the Icon of Christ at the altar in his community.

The priest serves as the leader of his community.
Many parish council members will argue that the priest

leads only the spiritual part of the community, with the
parish council doing the business part. To which |
counter, is there any part of the community life that isn't
to be considered spiritual? Just look at your own personal
life. Is there a separation between the spiritual and
secular parts of your life? Does Christ only lead part of
our lives, or is He supposed to be leading at all times,
even when we are engaged in “secular” things like sports
or socializing? Likewise, there is no secular part of a
church. Christ, through the priest, leads all aspects of
community life. If there is a sinful or ungodly segment to
community life, like running a bingo business, that aspect
of community life needs to be eliminated, not have the
priest turn a blind eye to it.

And what happens more often than not, is that
rather than serving as a check and balance to temper a
priest who “wields too much power,” a parish council
serves as an obstacle and handicaps the enthusiastic
priest who is trying to grow his parish in the image and
likeness of Christ.

What is the purpose of an Orthodox Church?

The Orthodox Church has but one purpose, to
advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As subgoals under
this overarching theme are mission statements taken
directly from the Gospels themselves. “To seek and to
save the lost,” (Lk. 19:10); To call sinners to repentance
(Mt. 9:13) ; and “to baptize all nations.” (Mt. 28:19) Every
priest, parish council member and parishioner should be
actively working towards these goals in their own lives
and in the lives of their peers. Some have distorted the
purpose of the church to include providing a social life
and preserving a certain culture and language. There are
certainly social and cultural elements present in every
parish, but should not be the focus of that parish. The
focus of every parish is Jesus Christ.

What is the role of the Parish Council?
Archdiocese regulations in various Orthodox
jurisdictions provide a legal job description of the parish
council which is to ostensibly help administer the parish
in cooperation with the parish priest. Some interpret that
as making sure the parish is on solid financial footing,
counting money in the tray, running the parish festival, or
selling raffle tickets. But if the primary focus of the parish
is supposed to be furtherance of the Gospel, then the
primary focus of the parish council member is supposed
to be assisting the priest to further the Gospel. This
means that first and foremost, the parish council member
must be a supportive example of what it means to be an
Orthodox Christian. If parish council members are not

worshipping in church or (continued)
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receiving the sacraments or going to Confession, what
kind of message does this send? That these things are
important for the “regular people” of the parish but not for
its leadership? By not being a good example IN the
church, not only does the parish council member not
further the message of Christ or work in cooperation with
the priest, but actually works in opposition to the priest.
Because the regular member of the church is going to
think, “If our priest can’t convince his own parish council
that worship and the sacramental life are important, he
must be a real Bozo.” Yes, the parish council has an
administrative role in the church. The church festival is
generally organized by someone on the parish council.
Someone on the parish council is usually in charge of the
buildings and grounds, the stewardship committee, the
outreach committee and acts as a liaison to the various
ministries of the church. But the primary role of the parish
council is to be leading by example, in worship, in
speaking positively about the future spiritual growth of
the church.

What constitutes a Member in Good Stand-

ing? -- A hypothetical case study

In the parish of Holy Trinity, in Anytown, USA, there
was a rule that to run for the parish council, one had to be
a member for one full year prior
to the election. So, if the
election was December 9,
2005 for the parish council
of 2006, in order to run,

was nominated and elected. His great-grandfather, after
all, had been one of the founding members of the parish.
And for the 90 year history of the church, a Johnson had
always been on the Parish Council. Perhaps it is time to
redefine what is a member in good standing.

An Uninformed Electorate
In most parishes, members of the congregation do
not know all the members who are running. Since we
don’t have debates or public forums for candidates to
introduce themselves before the elections (hmm, there’s
an idea, a debate on the stage in the parish hall after
church), members are told to vote for a slate of
candidates they may not even know. And so the voting
goes like this. Nick Jones picks up his ballot. It says vote
for 6 of these 8 candidates. Nick knows five of the
candidates, so he votes for them. He evaluates which of
the other three to vote for and finds one of the remaining
candidates is named Nick Smith. So he thinks, “My name
is Nick, that's a good name, I'll vote for him.” And so Nick
Smith is qualified in the eyes of Nick Jones merely
because his name is Nick. Then you have a good number
of parishioners who show up only to vote -- they don't
even attend church on election Sunday but come
afterward to vote. They bring their checkbooks to make
sure they are caught up on their
membership for the year, filling
out their stewardship form or
paying their dues in December,

one had to be a member
on December 9, 2004.
It turns out that one

— .

just so they can vote. You
have parishioners who them-
selves are not members in
good standing, because

year, George Smith
wanted to run for
parish council. He
was a very pious
man, in church every
Sunday, one of the
top stewards of the
parish, who also did a

they don't live an Ortho-
dox Christian life, vot-
ing for people they
don’t know. An unin-
formed electorate
voting for people
they don't know -- is
this a functional sys-

lot of volunteer work

tem? What moti-

at the parish festival.

vates people to run

In November 2005,

for the Parish Coun-

George Smith was

cil?

nominated for parish

There are

council and was very

excited about the prospect of serving his church. George
had moved to the area in January of 2005 from a parish
where he had served on the parish council, and filled out
his membership form on January 2 of 2005. George was
disqualified from running because he hadn't been a
member of the parish for a full year (he was three weeks
short of a full year), and hence wasn’'t a member in good
standing. Mike Johnson, on the other hand, who rarely
attended church, who pledged only a nominal amount,

many answers here.
Some are motivated by a desire to help the church grow
and to help others grow in their faith. If that's not a
motivation to run, you probably need to evaluate why you
are running. Some run because “we need responsible
people to make sure the church is on solid financial
footing.” Or “we need to make sure the priest doesn't get
too powerful.” Or “I've been on the parish council for 25
years so I'll run again.” Or “ my father was on the parish
council and now that he’'s passed away, I'll take my
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family’s seat on the parish council.” How many qualified
people stay away from the parish council? In my years as a
priest, when I've approached people who | think would
make excellent parish council members, | have often been
turned down by them because “there is too much politics”
on the parish council, or “I don’t know enough people to get
elected.” If you are running for parish council, you need to
clearly examine why you are running. If it's for any reason
other than | want to help my priest spread the Gospel in this
parish, then please reconsider running. That’s not to say
that a parish council member does not need an
administrative skill set — yes, people on the parish council
need to be good with numbers and balancing checkbooks,
should understand stewardship and fund-raising and will be
doing administrative jobs like making sure the church roof
gets repaired. But the primary job of the parish council
member is to be a good example of a faithful Orthodox
Christian, and being faithful to this role must be a
motivating factor for the parish council candidate.

What we need on the Parish Council?

Committed Christians, plain and simple. We need
people who will serve as examples to the rest of the
community, who will come faithfully and punctually to
church each Sunday, who will receive Communion, who will
go to confession, who will attend a Bible study or religious
retreat, who can talk with some competency about
Orthodoxy. What we do NOT need are people who spend
the liturgy in the hall, who come at 11:00 a.m. in time to pass
the tray, who discourage parishioners from going to
confession, who engage in gossip about the priest, or each
other. How do these things help in spreading the Gospel of
Christ?

The time has come to reexamine how we select
leaders in our parishes. If Jesus Christ could choose
illiterate fishermen and repentant tax collectors and make
them into heralds of the Gospel who founded the Orthodox
Church which still exists two thousand years later, if a priest
were allowed to choose 9 or 11 (or whatever the number)
committed Christians in his parish to serve as its leaders,
I'm quite confident that the results would be positive. Since
there is virtually no chance that that will ever happen, all |
can hope for is that if you are nominated for the parish
council and aren’t committed to regular church attendance,
if you don’t have a regular prayer life, if you don’t receive
Communion often, keep the fasts, go to confession
periodically (if ever) or are engaged in serious habitual sin,
that you will withdraw your name from the ballot. And if
there aren’'t enough qualified people to run in your parish,
perhaps the priest will end up getting to appoint one or two
people to the parish council. Would that be such a bad
thing? He, above all, should know who is qualified.

Several years ago, at summer camp, one of the staff
members also happened to be the parish council president
of her church community. One morning, as we were
beginning the Orthros (Matins) service before the Divine
Liturgy, there was one person in our camp chapel (a tent
outdoors covering a slab of concrete). In the back row of the

chapel, it was this woman who was kneeling on concrete
and praying. After Liturgy, | told her how moved | was to
witness this scene of a parish council president on her
knees praying at the beginning of Orthros in an empty
church. I told her thank you for giving me a healthy image
of a parish council member to have in my mind. At a time
when many parish council members are the last ones in
church, it was refreshing to see one be the first. We
always picture the parish council members passing the
tray, taking sign-ups for something, or hawking tickets to
the dinner-dance. It's time for parish council members to
step up and change that image, into images of holiness
rather than images of business. After all, what is a
church, aplace of holiness or a place of business? And as
Orthodox Christians, we are supposed to be being led by
our priests and parish council members to become
images of holiness, not merely consumers, customers
and constituents.

Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis is the pastor of St. John the Baptist Greek

Orthodox Church in Tampa, FL and is director of St. Stephen’s Summer
Camp for the Metropolis of Atlanta.

STOP!

a poem by Sana Shepko

STOP! | still want a small part of
world space left

slow down for watching the sun rise
let me think! a flower bloom

let me stop growing an endless life breath.
just for a bit.

to hear the last trill

Put time in a standstill of a note
and let us rest. before rushing out of the
concert hall . . .

don’t you know
what it's like
to be on the brink?

to look at one painting
soak up all the colors
all the brushstrokes . . .
brink of age
brink of love
brink of magic
brink of the cliff.

not just to sweep my eyes
quickly over the
entire gallery

and go on to the next room.

I’'m afraid that soon

life won’t be what | know

because you thought | was

old enough to bear it.

| think you might under-

stand what | mean -

let us have a bit of quiet,
please.

Sana, 12, attends St. Volodymyr Mission in Kerhonkson, NY
where Fr. George Bazylevsky is the pastor.

Appeared in the 9/07 issue of the free, monthly Chronogram Poetry,
published by Luminary Publishing, with the aim of nourishing and
supporting the creative and cultural life of the Hudson Valley, NY. The
magazine’'s mission is to disseminate material that nourishes and

supports creative life and demonstrates a paradigm of creativity in action.
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Ruining Your Breakfast?

You just ruined my
breakfast.

This is not the most
pleasant thing to hear
when one sits down to eat.
Yet as | sat down in the
McDonald’s to eat my
breakfast that morning in
downtown Los Angeles,
this was the first thing said
to me by a man at a nearby
table.

What would cause
this guy to say something
like this to me, a person he
had never met?

| was participating on
the very first Orthodox
Youth Outreach mission
trip. A small group of us -
me and three high school
students - walked through
the downtown area of Los
Angeles to find a homeless
person to take out to
breakfast.

| have to admit even
as one of the chaperones
on the trip, | was a little
anxious. What will these
homeless people say when
we offer to share a meal
with them? Will they be
offended? Disinterested?
Perhaps more to the point,
what will other people say?

As my small group

walked along the sidewalk,
we came across a man in
ragged clothes with a long
beard sitting by the road.
“We're trying to find a
place to eat cheap. Can
you point us in the right
direction? He pointed to
the nearby McDonald’s.
“Would you like to join us?
Our treat.”

He seemed surprised,
but got up and came with
us. His name was Robert;
and he told us he had been
on the streets for many
years. We walked into the
restaurant and all ordered
breakfast. Just as | was
about to introduce myself
and try to get to know him,
a voice came from the next
table. You just ruined my
breakfast.

| looked up to find a
man glaring at me as he
sipped his coffee. What
was that supposed to
mean? As | looked at him,
it was immediately clear.

He did not come into
this restaurant to eat next
to a dirty homeless man
like Robert. My first reac-
tion was to become angry.
Who does this guy think he
is? | wanted to tell him what

By Jordan Hender

an ignorant and ridiculous
thing that was to say. Yet
just as | opened my mouth,
| looked across the table at
Robert.

He didn't react at all.
He just sat there. He
looked as if this was the
kind of thing he had heard
innumerable times before -
so many times perhaps
that he no longer reacted to
it. I looked back at the man
next to us in silence.

How many times do
we encounter people like
Robert in our lives? What
is our response to such
people? Do we make cruel
statements like this be-
cause they are dirty or
smell bad? Do we assume
that they are lazy and
deserve to be on the
streets?

Or perhaps even
worse, do we simply walk
by and ignore them? Can
you think of anything worse
than spending years of
existence where people
simply ignore you and
pretend not to see you?
This is the life of so many
poor and homeless people

throughout the world.

As Christians, we are
called to respond differ-
ently. We are called to

follow the example of
Christ, Who never failed to
reach out and offer comfort
to the poor, the lame, the
sick, the wounded, and all
those who were looked
down on by society. He
didn’t ignore them. He
didn’t simply give them
some

money and walk away. He
didn’t merely accuse them
of being lazy or irrespon-
sible.

Instead, He “emptied
Himself, taking the form of
a servant” (Philippians
2:7), and offered them His
love.

This way of approach-
ing the poor offers a very
challenging example: |If
Jesus, being God incar-
nate and having created
the whole world, can lower
Himself in this way, how
much more ought we to do
the same, when we come
across the poor and the
rejected in our own lives.

HOoLIDA,

I“N Y 61°" UOL. CONVENTION
I9UOL

*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST ILLUMINES ALL*

JuLy 30 - AuGcusT 3, 2008

HOSTED BY THE SR. AND JR. LOL CHAPTERS OF ST, JoHN THE BAPTIST, JOHMNSON CITY, NY
= (BOT) T22-1212 - BOO-HOLIDAY
Co-CHars: PAM SCANNELL {ED?] T54-1554/ALEXIS ORYHON [Eﬂ?j 341-

3748
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A Christian Parent’s
Guide to Philip
Pullman’s “The

Golden Compass”

“The Christian religion is a very
powerful and convincing mistake,
that's all.”*

What is all the fuss about?

While there was some debate
among Christians about Harry Pot-
ter, there is no need for debate about
Pullman’s ‘His Dark Materials.’
Pullman’s anti-Christian agenda is
abundantly clear. The first movie,
“The Golden Compass” opened in
December of 2007.

Writing for children, Pullman
casts a vision of a world where there
is no transcendent God and thinking
there is one leads to all sorts of
horrible things. For example, in one
interview he says, “Our home is not
somewhere else. There is no
elsewhere. This is a physical
universe and we are physical beings
made of material stuff. This is where
we live.”

While Pullman himself denies
trying to single out Christianity for
ridicule (all monotheistic religions
are basically the same, he says), the
values promoted and the themes
explored are definitely opposed to
Christianity. God is an evil tyrant
whom many of the characters set out
to kill... sound like an innocent
children’s book to you?

*The Amber Spyglass, page 441.

How Should Christians Re-
spond?

Though the Pullman series is
positively hostile to Christianity and
its values, it still provides the Church
with the opportunity to explain and
clarify just what Christianity is all
about. We should not act as though
we are afraid of these books.

- Parents should get the books from
the library to see what they
teach.

- Parents should research topics that
emerge so they can speak

about them.

- Parents should research Christian

responses to the challenges the

books contain.

Some Quotes from the Series:

“Somewhere out there is the
origin of all the Dust, all the death,
the sin, the misery, the destructive-
ness in the world. Human beings
can’t see anything without wanting to
destroy it, Lyra. That's original sin.
And I'm going to destroy it. Death is
going to die.” (The Golden Compass,
pg. 377)

“...it's my belief he turned away
from a rebellion against the Church
not because the Church was too
strong, but because it was too weak
to be worth the fighting.” .. “I think
he’s a-waging a higher war than that.
He's gone a-searching for the
dwelling place of the Authority
Himself, and he’s a going to destroy
Him.” ... “He’s a-going to find the
Authority [God] and kill Him.” (The
Subtle Knife, pg 46-47).

“And the answer came back-
no. No one will. There's no one to
fret, no one to condemn, no one to
bless me for being a good girl, no one
to punish me for being wicked.
Heaven was empty. | didn't know
whether God had died, or whether
there never had been a God at all.”
(The Amber Spyglass, pg 445).

Reasons Christians Should Be
Concerned about “His Dark
Materials”

*It is written from a distinctly

atheistic worldview in an effort

to promote that worldview.

*It makes use of content that
is promoted heavily in science
classes, like evolution and quantum
mechanics, suggesting his ideas
are plausible.

*It promotes values that
Christians would reject and rejects
values Christians would uphold.

*It dismisses important doc-
trines like ‘original sin’ as power
ploys by the Church.

*The ‘God’ in the Pullman
series is nothing like God as
Christians understand Him, but
young readers will probably not know
this.

The Series in Nutshell

“The Golden Compass” begins
with Lyra, a young girl living in
another, parallel universe. She is

accompanied everywhere by her
daemon (pronounced: “demon”), which
is in fact just her soul. In the second
book, a character named Will emerges
from our own universe. Lyra is
shocked that Will's daemon is inside
him. The ‘soul’ is just a physical reality
that in our evolved universe resides
within us.

At the end of the Golden
Compass, Lyra’s father breaks out of
his universe in his quest to find and kill
God, and tear down the ‘Kingdom of
Heaven' and erect the ‘Republic of
Heaven.’ Lyra and Will have special
instruments that factor into their own
mission. Lyra has a ‘symbol reader’
and Will has a ‘subtle knife.” The
‘symbol reader’ always tells the truth
and the knife cuts through to other
universes. With these tools in hand,
Lyra and Will set out to open a way out
of the realm of the dead. This first
requires that they ‘die’ but once they
succeed, they are able to reunite with
their daemon-souls.

In the final book, “The Amber
Spyglass,” Lyra’s parents succeed in
bringing down the ‘Kingdom of
Heaven.” Lyra and Will ‘save the
universes’ after a character, Mary
Malone, tells how she gave up being a
nun because she couldn't believe
anyone could condemn her for
wanting sexual pleasure.

Lyra and Will head off into the
trees... and all is well. The Universes
are saved.

The two eventually part, but look
forward to building ‘the Republic of
Heaven’ in their own universes.

Pullman and CS Lewis

One of the things that has
bothered many Christians is how it
seems that Pullman is writing with the
specific intention of being the anti-
Lewis. In an interview, he has even
said that he ‘loathes’ the Chronicles of
Narnia. This attitude clearly reflects
the fact that Pullman has an entirely
different way of looking at the world.

Quick Fact:

As the series progresses it
becomes more hostile towards ‘God’
with book one containing little more
than hints as to what is to come in
future books.

For additional information, visit:
www.sntjohnny.com/pullman
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SCOBA and SCOOCH Hierarchs Celebrate
Seventh Annual Prayer Service

New York, NY - On Tuesday, November 13, the
combined Hierarchs of the Standing Conference of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA)
and of the Standing Conference of Oriental Orthodox
Churches (SCOOCH) celebrated the 7th Annual Prayer
Service for the United Nations. His Eminence Archbishop
Demetrios of America, the Chairman of SCOBA
welcomed the assembled hierarchs, clergy, ambassa-
dors and dignitaries of the UN Diplomatic Corps and laity
to the Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral, the traditional
site where the service is hosted by an Eastern Orthodox
Church.

ARCHBISHOP ANTONY
RECIPIENT OF THE
UKRAINIAN GOVERNMENT’S
AWARD “FOR MERITS” Il

In Ocotober of 2007, a cere-
mony took place in the Ukrainian
Institute of America in New York, in
which Ukraine’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs Arseniy Yatsenyuk honored
the leaders of Ukrainian Diaspora
“for their contribution of preserving
and advancing Ukrainian cultural
heritage” by presenting them with
the “Merit Award Ill-rd grade”.
Among the recipients were Bishop
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church His
Grace Vasyl Losten and Archbishop
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
in the USA His Eminence Antony.

The Award “FOR MERITS”
goes back to August 18,1992, when
it became the first award given by
the President of an independent
Ukraine. On September 22 1996 this
award was transformed into the
“Merit Award Ill grade”.

The medal itself is in the
form of an eight- pronged star with
rays emanating from its center. It is
made of gold plated sterling silver.
In the center of the star there is a round, blue enamel
covered medallion, with a trident (the official emblem
of Ukraine) in the center. It is surrounded by a crimson
enameled border, with the words “FOR MERITS” and
“UKRAINE” depicted thereon.

This year, His Eminence Archbishop Nicolae of the
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas
presided at the Vespers Service, assisted by clergy,
monastics, and chanters of the Romanian Orthodox
Church.

Ambassadors from many Eastern and Oriental
Orthodox countries were in attendance; including
Armenia, Albania, Greece and Ukraine.

Following Vespers, led by the hierarchs and the
diplomatic corps, over 200 of the clergy and faithful
attended a gala reception in the Cathedral Parish Hall.
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What
IS
Zoe for Life?

ZOE is a nonprofit Christ-
centered support organization,
endorsed by the Standing
Conference of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops, with three
major goals:

- to help women in crisis
pregnancy,

- to assist Orthodox Christian
couples seeking to adopt,

- and to create an Orthodox
Christian abstinence program
to educate young people.

Many Orthodox Christian
women are fortunate to have
the love and support structure
to lead them to marriage,
children, and a meaningful life.
Others, however, are not as
fortunate. They find them-
selves in a crisis pregnancy.
They have made the wrong
choices and are in turmoil.
They’re not thinking, they’re
panicking.

So few women are well versed
on the various services and
support groups available to
them. The overwhelming
concern is “What am | going to
do now?” Many wrestle with
abortion, some with adoption,
some with suicide. It is disturb-
ing that most of the Orthodox
Christian women who are in
trouble do not turn to their
church for guidance; perhaps
because there are so very few
places to turn to within the
Orthodox community. These
women need emotional
support, confidential access to
professional agencies, and
access to potential adoptive
Orthodox families to encour-
age them to carry their infants
to term.

rLOE FOR LIF

Zoe for Life is a chirist-cen
woumen o carry heir infanis fo fenm and provioes |
marerial, emotional and spiritiial support.

Hotline 877-436-LIFE (5333)

rered n.rx:am'.za Hor m ar ey

ZOE maximizes a birthmother’s

options by providing :

- Emotional support

- Referrals for professional
counseling

- Orthodox adoption options

- Housing and clothing

- Medical Assistance

- Prenatal care

- Spiritual support

Hotline: 877-436-LIFE (5433)

If you know someone who would bene
“ear,” please pass this along and encc

ZOE House:

5935 State Road

(next door to St. Vladimir's Cathedral)
Parma, OH 44134

Phone: 440.888.9990

Website: \

Zoe for Life! offers FREE and confidential services which include information about alterns
nancy testing, referrals to medical and legal services, as well as host homes, if needed. C

equipment, furniture and supplies.
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fit by an understanding
urage them to call:

ZOE for Life! National Office:
3352 Mayfield Road
Cleveland Hts., OH 44118
Phone: 440.893.9990

vww.zoeforlifeonline.org

itives to abortion, counseling, preg-
ients may also obtain baby clothes,

| . . i
| Sanctify of Life Petitions and Prayers
|

These petitions are to be inserted into the Litany of
| Fervent Supplication (after the Gospel) as part of the
| annual January commemoration of “Sanctity of Life
| Sunday”:

| Again we pray that You will grant to
| the people of this nation the will to do
| good, to flee from evil, and to practice all
| righteousness, making us respectful of life

and sharers of Your blessings, caring for
| one another in mercy and truth.

| Lord, have mercy. (3x)

| Again we pray that You will banish all
| evil from our hearts and wickedness from
| our laws, enabling us to be servants of
| Your holy will and instruments of Your
| love.

| Lord, have mercy. (3x)

: Again we pray that You will kindle in
our hearts the will to care for the needy, to
| show kindness to the poor, to aid the
: homeless and help the helpless.
|
|
|

Lord, have mercy. (3x)

The following prayer is to be read after the singing of
| “Blessed be the Name...” (3x):

| Let us pray to the Lord.
| Lord, have mercy.

| Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten
Son, You are in the bosom of the Father,
| True God, Source of Life and Immortality,
| Light of Light, Who came into the world to
| enlighten it: You were pleased to be
| conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary
for the salvation of our souls by the power
of Your All-Holy Spirit. Master, You came
| that we might have life more abundantly.
We ask that You enlighten the minds and
| hearts of those blinded to the truth that life
| begins at conception and that the unborn
| in the womb are already adorned with
| 'Your image and likeness. Enable us to
| guard, cherish and protect the lives of all
| those who are unable to care for
| themselves. For You are the Giver of Life,
| bringing each person from nonexistence
L

into being, sealing each person with Your |
divine and infinite love. Lord, be merciful to |
those who through ignorance or willfulness |
affront Your divine goodness and provi- |
dence through the evil act of abortion. May |
they, and all of us, come to the life of Your |
Truth and glorify You, the Giver of Life,
together with Your Father, and Your All- |
Holy and Life-Giving Spirit, now and ever,
and to the ages of ages. Amen. :
|

These petitions may be inserted into the Litany of Fer-
vent Supplication (after the Gospel) during any liturgical |
celebration: |

O God, Our Heavenly Father, Creator |
of All Human Life: We adore and worship |
You. You create all people in Your image |
and likeness. May we, Your people, |
dedicate ourselves to defending the pre- |
born, the terminally ill, the disabled and all |
those threatened by the culture of death
from all visible and invisible evil, we pray |
you hear us and have mercy.

|
Lord, have mercy. (3x) :
O God, Our Heavenly Father, Author |
of All Life: Help us to always respect all |
human life, from conception to natural |
death. Let your Most Holy Spirit enlighten |
the minds and open the hearts of those who |
do not fully respect all human life according |
to Your will. Reveal Your loving presence
to expectant mothers who experience fear, |
doubt, isolation and confusion. Lighten |
their burdens. Grant them guidance,
reassurance and peace by Your grace, we |
pray you hear us and have mercy. :
|
|

Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Again we pray for those who are |
despondent because of age or illness, |
especially for those tempted to end their
lives; for all who are alone and afraid; for
those who sit on death row; for single |
mothers feeling abandoned by all: That our
Heavenly Father would grant them the|
patient endurance to do His will, we pray |
You, hear us and graciously have mercy. |

Lord, have mercy. (3x)
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(CA&T-ATTY ¢ fid. 2)

Seminarians with
His Eminence
Archbishop
Antony

ADBECTERETTT
AToTiON
o

4304 T OUTAT BTE6 BTCTT+AANY TTAeé Taa-asliieé &%
NayoT-NToyafiee 08dy Tiiee TOAATIEAATE ATATHETAMISE
, N&i'Tad; Ta aafeé +ai Ta TASHATE OARGEINAAG CAsEads
(Conclusion from p. 2) T28-2C0AY 12 AT Tadefva, Ted'T +efeaTTes 16dyT 0adeae
Namely on one of such blessing that the Church  atoe Taa+apouiy Ta ATaTAETaRUEEs 865iad fia No&rara, iTTi-

received last year, | would like to spend a few minutes
and introduce to the readers of the UOW the five young
men - seminarians of our Church that came from Ukraine
and study in our Seminary along with 7 other part-time
students. Some of you might have already met these
students during their visits to your parish communities
while accompanying His Eminence Archbishop Antony
on his pastoral visits. So, let me introduce you to:

AToTaaied AToToénieTh ToaaTmeaaiTp 048eaTp Al&dese.
O 6UTT0 aéreféd OINETaa 1€ a 6T0¢e Tigiaé
T4 i A S
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AT TaeT; Nai'Tady ¢ 0eda 1. A&ye ¢ Taoed +€0d

Taée Tadtad Ticiaériedefil 'c rene 1T T,
aazaet +eficaiied Tadade fagT; O4deae, NoTdTaTazop+e
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OTT6, UT TP 404 TTATAAETH V& fiayCiaies fsozed
Fci’ ATATREORATTY, ' da CAGTTEPAAET 400, &Tée §
1

cadTaéa 4T 0a0eae, a adali ToTeé ayé A%anTacaaa 0aseTar

Andriy Matlak

My name is Andriy Matlak. | was born on
July 15" in Ukraine, in a small village Zaryvynczi,
region of Buchach, district of Ternopil, into a family
of educated people. From early childhood on |
would accompany my mother on her visits to
church. During one of such services a young boy
of my own age came up to me and said that the
priest wished to see me. When | approached him,
he offered me to become an altar server and
assist him during the Liturgies. A agreed without
hesitation, being very proud that | could help the
priest in any way during the service. And | tried
to do this with responsibility.

While still in grade school | heard that
somewhere in our district there was a school for
(church) cantors where they teach very well. Having thought
the matter over, | enrolled in this learning facility. | loved how
the priest served different rites, but when | entered a church
while a good cantor was singing church chants, it took my
breath away. During the time | studied there | had an
opportunity to visit many different parishes and to talk to
different priests. | began to understand of what great service
the priest is to his flock, but | also realized that this way of
serving was not easy. And so, after the cantors school, |
enrolled in Higher Theological Academy of Ivano-Frankivsk,
where | studied for three years. Then | was selected to go to
the United States of America and study at St. Sophia Ukrainian
Orthodox Theological Seminary in South Bound Brook, NJ.
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DEAR READERS, GLORY TO JESUS
CHRIST!

In this essay | would like to tell you
briefly about the village where | was born and
about my life and my calling.

Not far from Halych, the one time
capital of the Galicia-Volhynia duchy, about
five miles from the mountain “Kasova” there
stands a beautiful village named Bovshiv. From
the top of the nearby mountain one can
perceive a beautiful sight: The entire village is
bathed in greenery; there’s hardly a farm
without tall and slender ash trees, mighty oak
trees, cherry and other orchards..

Practically on every homestead,
either by the house or by the well, one will
find a bush of guelder-rose. Two small streams
flow through the village, on their banks grow
weeping willows, the long branches of which
reach down to the placid waters, as if admiring
their own reflections. But only in spring, end of April,
beginning of May when the leaves are beginning to open
and everything is in bloom can one perceive the village in all
its splendor. At that time the aroma of blooming apple and
cherry trees and lilacs fill all the surroundings, and a person,
no matter how busy or worried must, even for a moment,
stand still and admire God’s beautiful creation — the nature.

And all this beauty is crowned by the Temple of
God, named in honor of the Holy Ghost, standing on a hill
in the center of the village. The church which is small, but
beautifully made out of wood, has five domes: four smaller
ones, and the fifth a large one, with a gilded cross upon it,
which when reflecting the rays of setting sun, shines as
true gold.

It was in this village that | was born into a Christian
family on January 17, on the Eve of the feast of Epiphany.
Even as a small boy | would go to church with my
grandmother or my parents. Standing in church | would
watch with awe the priest, as he served God, how aptly he
preached the Word of Christ and taught the people how to
live in today’s world. In good time | came to understand
that there is nothing better than to serve God and His people.
And the Almighty has heard my thoughts. Through God’s
Providence | enlisted in the Higher Theological Academy of
Ivano Frankivsk, where | studied for three years. Studies
came to me easily since | do have certain gifts for
humanitarian subjects. But the situation was much worse
as far as material (financial) things were concerned. To my
great sorrow my parents had split up and at ten years of
age | was left fatherless, only with my mother who at that

(Conclusion on p. 34)
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GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!

My name is Mykhaylo Havretskyi. | come
from Western Ukraine, from the district of
Ivano-Frankivsk, not from the city itself but
from a small village called Khotymyr, which
lies in the region of Tlumach. That is where |
was born on April 28", and where | grew up.
When | was six years old, | entered the grade
school, where | spent the next nine years.
When thinking about my future, who |
wanted to become, my first choice was
football (soccer). | firmly bent my steps in
this direction, however it was not to be. During
a game | received a very serious injury, and |
was forbidden by the doctors to continue to
play “..so that he doesn't make matters even worse”. |
was then in 10" grade. My thoughts, as far as my career
was concerned, turned to the military, since my
grandfather, my uncles and my father were in the army.
But that was not to be either. After my recovery from
the injuries | returned to something, | never thought
would become my calling. | began serving as an altar
boy again. Since | had all the time on my hands, | began
giving this serving more attention and serious thought.
All the villagers began talking and prophesizing that |
will, undoubtedly, become a priest.

Having graduated from grade school | had to
decide what | wanted to do in life. The calling to be a
priest outweighed all other considerations. | entered the
Ivano-Frankivsk Seminary. After three years of studying
at that school | was selected to study at St.Sophia
Ukrainian Orthodox Seminary in the USA.
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My name is Vasyl Paskas. | was born in
Ukraine, into a peasant Christian family on August
26 in the village of Vynohrad, region of Kolomyya,
district of Ivano-Frankivsk. From early childhood
on my grandmother and my parents took me
along to church. My grandmother taught me to
cross myself correctly, from her | leaned my first
prayers, how to behave in church and how to
respect the sacred things. It was then that |
decided to become a priest. | sang in the church
choir at the St. Nicholas village church, | read the
Epistles (the cantor’s wife taught me to read
them in church Slavonic). After finishing school
in 2002, | enrolled in the UAOC Theological
Seminary of lvano Frankivsk. While studying there
| became more and more aware of my calling
to priesthood. In 2006 | graduated from the
Seminary and went on to the Theological
Academy.

While a student at the seminary, |
received a stipend from the Fr. Protopresbyter
Volodymyr and panimatka Halyna Levytsky Fund
in the United States. | was pleasantly surprised
to learn that there are people who live far away,
but still care about the Church in Ukraine and
who provide assistance to seminary students.
These stipends were of considerable help to me
while | was at the seminary and to this day | am
grateful to the Stipend Fund, Ms. Lyuba Levytsky
and the St. Andrew Society in the United
States.”You are really doing great work!”

While receiving said stipend in Ukraine |
couldn’t have even imagined that | will be able
to go to America to study. But this year | and
four other students were chosen to study at the
St.Sophia Seminary in S.Bound Brook, New Jersey.

As of this writing | have been studying
here for two months, have made new friends,
new acquaintances.. However, at times | am
homesick, | long for my family, for my friends,
for Ukraine. | understand that this is the only
way to recognize one’s love for one’s homeland
and Church, and to become aware of one’s
obligations towards them.

| wish to thank the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA, Metropolitan Constantine,
Archbishop Antony, Fr. Vasyl Zawierucha-
seminary provost and Bishop-elect Daniel
(Zelinsky) for having given me this opportunity.
| promise to attempt to study well and to do
everything | can for the good of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church.
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My name is Vasyl Mykolayovych
Dovhan and was | born on February 12
My childhood was spent in the fairy-tale
village of Kutyshche, region of Tlumach,
district of lvano-Frankivsk. This village holds
a special charm for me, because this is
where | took my first steps, uttered my
first words..

When | turned four years old |
was placed in a kinder-garden, the so called
“Mother’s” school, and for me it really
turned into a mother’s school. | didn’t really
understand what was happening to me,
but it was interesting, since there were lots
of children as young as I. And then there
was our teacher whom we called Mama
or Baba (grandma) whichever suited one
best. She, in turn, loved all of us and was like a mother
to us. She attempted to perfect us, taught us all sorts
of songs, put us down for our naps, dressed us and
taught us to love one another as we loved ourselves.

This was my first step into life. Later | went into
first grade, and higher, but never had another teacher
like her. We were taught to become grownups,
responsible for their words and deeds.

When | was still a child | remember that there
was a church being built in our village for the spreading
of the Word of God. And that Word of God found
place in my soul and | asked the priest if | could be his
altar server. And he said: “Yes, you may, if you have
such a desire”.

| would wait impatiently when my family —
mother, grandmother and older brothers would start
for the church, because | was too little to go by myself:
| was scared to do so, and | didn’t know the way. My
family — Father, Mother, Grandfather and Grandmother,
as well as my older brothers opened my inner spiritual
eyes, they helped me to attend church and to learn the
Word of God. | am profoundly grateful to them for
helping me to get my first concept of church as the
House of God. It became my second home, my
nourishment. Because when | go to church and pray in
front of the icons, my soul becomes at peace, there is
nothing weighing it down.

When | was finishing the 4" grade, my older
brothers finished the 11™, and were thinking about where
to go to study and what path to select in their lives.
Hryhoriy enrolled in the Theological Academy of Ivano-
Frankivsk. Later, when | finished the 11" grade, | decided
to follow in his steps, to enrich my spiritual views and
understanding. And so in 2005 | also enrolled in the
(Conclusion on p. 25)
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The Carpenter

In our life relationships we at times get hurt. Not only
by the people in the “world”, but many, too many times by
our brothers and sisters in Christ. When this happens to
us, we tend to build barriers and walls in the inner
kingdom of our hearts as a defense. Every time we fear an
attack of the enemy, either real or imagined, a warning
signal sounds throughout our hearts kingdom, and we run
for cover hiding ourselves behind these barriers and
walls.

Somehow we forget that God has called us into His
Kingdom where He is to govern our hearts, where we are
to live, move, and have our being. God’s power is shown
through His overwhelming love, by which no enemy
attack can stand.! For, you see, His love is perfect love,
and “Perfect Love drives out all fear! (1 Jn. 1:18)"

God calls us to Peace in Christ. “For He Himself is
our Peace - who destroys all barriers and tears down the

by Subdeacon John Kostiak

dividing was of hostility in us. (Eph.
2:14)" By His Spirit we are made into
new creatures, His workmanship and
citizens of His Kingdom.

The Carpenter not only comes to
tear down the old walls of our dwelling
place, butalso comes to build anew. He
lays new foundation in which He,
Himself, Christ, is the chief corner-
stone, “In Him we are being built
together to become a dwelling in which
God lives by His Spirit. (Eph. 2:21-22)"

This happens, when by our faith
we allow Jesus, God'’s Carpenter, to do
His work in the kingdom of our hearts.
May He continue to build us up in His
love!

(CAT=ATTY ¢ fio. 24)

T N ASNA AN\
Aaneeu Araaai
Tie Tapol 0e a+eoefil, yéo .eoo®ad fnoaxeéd aéadaoe,

To'é T'oTa a+e0efili & AGoTaT0 Aéaadi'b a2aaiT-

dadap-efil o'ea ode ‘0€ * caadacece faT; ascdrar

, aooTair® oTcon’iiy. 2 y a 2005 oT6* TThoOTEa O
Ad6GTaro Aéaadi’p. 1ey TadeTaT 1TaT ) Tag+aniy
1 1y aoéé aeadar’ j6ace a+eoefil

e
+30ac dTaeil i’ Tafvadeie 1e TaT°

aaTieTTaépaaoe aT6THEes. AT a Nayorio Tehi
feacai T Noosaéod, * aa=eiyol aai, TETHO, * Aafoiiy
.2 cadag y ciadTamoiiu 060, 6 NGDA, aeaap

iTa0 ¢ Tadedapfii aTRA'E6 a6oe
TTNIAGRATEETT Tie ATATT * 6paiie, 4608 08T MAETT

EpayT, J& © STCA6ABAT, Y& Tadabol 40671 14 0y4ad41
RATAT @U0°ATAT GO&M0A. AGA A&y OTAT, UTA Epayi
ATTTITAOR, 0T 05442 108 fiedo, fiééd A66TATO.

B ficadapiiii * ATéEaAAP AT, cONGEEY A&y OTHT,

OTa ATiTTal ATa aTiTid 14, OTa y 74 araa ra
0yaadaT NATAT eee00CaTAT doafioa * ¢aTada 06 feéd, ieed
a00Tai10 agy oTar, uTa caraooe * I'giaoe &€y , a+eiée
* TTAsATiy Ao fayoes * AT0deT6aa0efil caTTadaé
ATeed a6y 0TaT, UTA caTaooe ToeTasdeiad 1064 Ta
T84&%, 0 ®e00® &+1T10, 4T 04 =eo0y Tail aaiT a&y
A8TOTACAATTY, A& TAAT'E 1'8, 6048, UT ' V&, yé& ie
40441 T xe0e ' TOT UT, * TOT ETAT 40441 adace.

AT 0834a aaaoe 0T aéeaiiTarT AATAT °

AT 0aé Tai éaxé fiayod Tenariy. AT

(Conclusion from p. 24)
Vasyl Dovgan

Theological Academy. After my first year there, both
my brother and | were selected to study in the USA,
however, our family circumstances would not allow for
both of us to go. And so my brother Hryhoriy said: “If
you want to, I'll stay, and you go and broaden your
knowledge”.

That is how | happened to end up here. | hope
that God will help me to acquire the experience necessary
to preach the Word of God, to teach children and to
perfect the grown ups. Because it is said in the Scriptures:
“ Knock, and it will be opened, ask and you shall receive”

And so, at the present time | am here, in the
United States, | am studying the English language and
gathering experience to become the intermediary
between God and the people, to be the light in the
darkness, to teach the Word of God and preach it to
those who are lost, who are discouraged and fall under
the burden of their life’s cross. But in order to do so,
one has to possess strength, spiritual strength.

| am trying and doing everything possible to
ensure God’s help, so that | would not collapse under
the burden of my own cross, but acquired the spiritual
strength for conquering and cognizing life, deeds and
teachings of the saints and keeping God’s
commandments in order to secure a place in the life
eternal. Since this earthly life is only given to us, so that
we may sort things out and decide how we shall live
and whom we shall care for. Because the Scriptures tell
us to care for our neighbor, to help him and to love all
our neighbors. Amen!
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Sts. Peter and Paul Annual Church Picnic

Over 150 parish mem-
bers, family and friends of
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish
in Youngstown, OH gath-
ered on a sunny, warm
autumn Sunday to enjoy
faith, fellowship and fun
together.

Fr. John Harvey, pas-
tor, “kicked off” the festivi-
ties by conducting a beauti-
ful Divine Liturgy. The
Liturgy was followed by a
“potluck” dinner which in-
cluded a spectacular array
of foods, including the three
delectable meats cooked
on an open spit by the
Men’s Meat Smoker Soci-
ety of Sts. Peter & Paul.

The One-Man-Band
entertained the masses
with ethnic polkas, modern,
retro and children’s party
music. Laughter filled the
air as children and young
adults participated in festi-
val games such as corn
holes, football throw, bowl-
ing, beanbag toss, duck
game, and an egg obstacle
course race - numerous

prizes were awarded to all!
In addition, make your own
foam cross projects, bingo
marker art and face paint-
ing were some of the crafts
available. Colorful fall
mum centerpieces were
the door prizes, which were
won by eight lucky picnic
goers. Also, we gladly
welcomed our new pastor,
The Very Rev. John W.
Harvey and his family with
a meet-and-greet introduc-
tion, a beautifully deco-
rated cake and party bal-
loons.

this one where the lucky winner is showing off her duck.

out of foam that they could then take home.

The Men'’s
Meat Smoker
Society of the
parish dili-
gently tended
the open spit
during the
picnic.

Children were invited to make and decorate an Orthodox cross
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First Annual Parish Thanksgiving Dinner Celebration

On November 18 Sts. Peter
and Paul Church in Youngstown,
OH held its first ever Parish
Thanksgiving Dinner with over 100
4 people enjoying the food, fun, and
| fellowship.

They gathered together to
thank God for their parish family
and for the many blessings He has
bestowed on them.

This dinner was organized and
provided for by the church board.
Volunteers were up at the crack of
dawn cooking turkeys and prepar-
ing traditional Thanksgiving food.

This joyous occasion also
| provided a home cooked dinner for
the parish’s shut-ins. It was
delightful to see shut-ins who are
unable to attend church regularly.
Because this event was so success-
ful, the parish plans to make it a
yearly tradition.

V. Rev. Fr. John Harvey is the
pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul.
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2008
College/Y oung
Adult
Mission Trip to

Ukraine

Sponsored by the Ukrainian Orthod

Church of the USA and Children of

Chornobyl Relief and Development Fund

ﬂﬁ

This ministry aids children in special needs orphanage
Znamyanka and Puhachiv, Ukraine and provide you

adults with an opprdunity to deepen their faith. The date

to serve Christ and His Church are

May 28 - June 15, 2008.
Application deadline January 1, 2008.

Trip cost- $1950

of Youth & Young Adult Ministry at
412-488-9664 or
uocyouth@aol.com
or the Office of Christian Charij
Imahlay@yahoo.com
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The UOL Fund to Furnish the Chapel
at All Saints Camp

Furnishings Still Available for Sponsorship

The 18" Regular Sobor of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. was a great time to begin the final phase
of fund-raising for the Chapel at All Saints Camp. The list of necessary furnishings for the chapel was presented to
the Sobor body and many gracious and generous parishes and individuals either made outright donations or pledged
sponsorship of some of the items on the list.

Still available for sponsorship are the following items:

Item #02B Altar COVEringS .....cccocovvvvrrrennn. $600 Multiple Donors are Requested for a Year’s Supply
Vestment Fabric, trimmed & buttoned, with of:
overlaying fringed cloth.
ltem #051B INCENSE ....oevvvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeiin, $70
|tem #O4B Tetrapod Covering ________________________ $450 Item #0528 Charcoal Bl’iquettes ..................... $45
Vestment FabriC, trimmed & buttoned' Over|aying Item #0538 Cand|eS (1000) ............................. $190
fringed cloth. .
Please contact Pani Matka Mary Anne

Item #06B Table of Oblation Covering ........... $350
Vestment Fabric, trimmed & buttoned

Item #08B Sacristy Table Covering ................ $350
Vestment Fabric, trimmed & buttoned

Item #010B Lectern by altar for books ........... $325
Poplar, 45° angle top, 42" at the bottom of slanted

top

Item #012B Icon Stand ........cccccevevveeniieennennnn, $325
Poplar, 45° angle top, 36" at the bottom of slanted

top

Items #017B, #018B, #019B ...........ccceernneen. $350 each
3 sets of Altar Boys’ Robes

Item #020B, #021B, #022B, #023B, #024B, #025B
6 Wooden Altar Boy Candle Holders......... $90 each

Item #026B Candle Stand for wooden candles ....$75

ltems #028B & #029B 2 Processional Banners ......
price to be determined

Item #030B 7-Candle Stand for Altar
........................ price to be determined

Items #037B, 038B, #039B, #040B, #041B, #042B

6 Upholstered Benches ........................ $325 each
Item #043B Nativity lcon over the Table of Oblation
....................... $850
Item #044B Liturgical Service Books.............. $600

Item #050B Chandelier (5 foot diameter)
........................ price to be determined

Nakonachny at (440) 885-1509 or via e-mail at
nackos3201@aol.com to confirm availability of any
specific item.

Sincerest thanks are extended to the most recent
individuals and organizations for their pledges, general
fund donations, and sponsorship of furnishings. May God
bless you all!!

Pittsburgh Deanery
St. Demetrius Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Carteret, NJ
- Chapel Change
St. John’s Senior UOL, Johnson City, NY
St. Vladimir's Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Ambridge, PA
St. Vladimir's Senior UOL, Ambridge, PA
Junior National Executive Board of the UOL
Diocesan Church School Camp - Chapel Change
Victor & Maria Bucharew
The Burgan Family
Mr. George Fedoriw
Rev. & Pani Matka John Haluszcak
Hans M. Harasimchuk
Richard Jendras
Very Rev. Nestor Kowal
Mrs. Cynthia Arson Lenczuk
Luba B. Lewytzkyj
Rev. Taras Naumenko
Mr. Joseph J. Novicky
Ted & Helen Pershyn
Tony & Anne Rizzo
alya Slinko-Shevchuk
Cassandra Wenz
John & Mary
Woroniak
Jane K. Yavarow
Rev. Z. Zharsky
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Holy Baptism...

As of 12/4/2007

Chmeliwskyj, Maxym Dymitri baptized and
chrismated on November 25, 2007, in Holy Trinity
Church, Goshen, IN child of Mark Chmeliwskyj and
Kimberli Schmidtke. Sponsors: Michael McConnell and

Llissa Krull. Celebrated by Fr. Andrii Pokotylo.

Conrad, Olena Cecilia baptized and chrismated on October
21, 2007, in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Utica, NY child of Robert
T. Conrad and Alexia Herbowy. Sponsors: John Herbowy and
Susan George. Celebrated by Fr. lvan Semko.

Conrad, Theodore Nicholas baptized and chrismated on
October 21, 2007, in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Utica, NY child
of Robert T. Conrad and Alexia Herbowy. Sponsors: Patrick
Cooley and Lesia Roback. Celebrated by Fr. lvan Semko.
Conrad, Gretchen Estelle baptized and chrismated on October
21, 2007, in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Utica, NY child of Robert
T. Conrad and Alexia Herbowy. Sponsors: Bohdan Herbowy
and Janet Sampson. Celebrated by Fr. Ivan Semko.

Davis, Nickolas Andrew baptized and chrismated on
November 25, 2007, in Holy Ghost Church, Slickville, PA child
of Robert Davis and Lone Ferretti. Sponsors: Jason Davis and
Jennifer Dneaster. Celebrated by Fr. Robert Popichak.

Krull, Emerson Alexandra LillyBelle baptized and chrismated
on November 25, 2007, in Holy Trinity Church, Goshen, IN child
of Shawn Krull and Lissaw Chmeliwskyj. Sponsors: Mark
Chmeliwskyj and Olivia (Olga) Hite. Celebrated by Fr. Andrii
Pokotylo.

Singh, Gregory baptized and chrismated on October 27, 2007,
in Sts. Peter & Paul Chapel Church, Kerhonkson, NY child of
Inder Singh Inderpreet Singh and Nadia Dac. Sponsors: Mark
Korytko and la Dac Korytko. Celebrated by Fr, Yuryi Bazylevsky.

0?0 00 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000RIoEIPIIRIFeOOEOsTSs

The krainian Orthodox League

Boung Adults Committee
Winter Weekend Getaway
Pocono Mountains, Pennsylvania
January 11-13, 2007

Come and Catch up With Old Friends and Make New Ones
Ski
Snowboard
Snowtube,
Shop
or just sit by the fire

$20.00 registration covers breakfast and dinner!
The first 15 registrants will get free housing!

Questions?

Michael Nakonachny, mjnako@bryantstratton.edu
Melanie Nakonachny, MelanieNak@aol.com

J_o_o_@,{oo-ooooo.-.o.o---..-.--ooo---ooooco-o.-.ooooo-ooooo-oooo:

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000009000000000000000000000000
)
0000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000080090000000000

Snihurowycz-Blum, Eugenia Ulana chrismated on August
4, 2007 in Sts. Peter & Paul Chapel Church, Kerhonkson, NY
child of Taras Yuri Snihurowyca and Daria Olha Nyzankiwsfa.
Sponsors: and . Celebrated by Fr. Yuryi Bazylevsky.

Tkachuk, Elena Elizabeta baptized and chrismated on October
13, 2007, in St. Andrew Cathedral Church, Silver Spring, MD
child of Yuriy Tkachuk and Rachael Cook. Sponsors: Brian Cook
and Maryna Tkachuk. Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Steliac.
Yaremchuk, Evan John baptized and chrismated on November
24,2007, in St. Michael & St. George Church, Minneapolis, MN
child of lvan Mikhail Yaremchuk and Sana Olyan. Sponsors:
Alexey Alexander Grinyaev and Anastasia llinichna Grinberg.
Celebrated by Fr. Evhen Kumka.

Asleep
in the Lord...

As of 12/4/2007

Backes, Melanie M. (Mazur) of Southington, CT, on November
16, 2007, at age of 58, funeral November 20, 2007, officiating
clergy Fr. Stephen Masliuk of St. Mary Parish, New Britain, CT.
Cotch, Tekla Bomba of Troy, NY, on November 18, 2007, at
age of 89, funeral November 26, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
Paul Szewczuk of St. Nicholas Parish, Troy, NY.

Haponuk, Fred J. of Stoneham, MA, on November 5, 2007, at
age of 86, funeral November 8, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
Roman Tarnavsky of St. Andrew Parish, Boston, MA.
Kishton, Katherine A. of Kent, OH, on November 16, 2007,
at age of 59, funeral November 29, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
John Harvey of Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Youngstown, OH.
Koss, Peter P. of Great Lakes, MD, on November 6, 2007, at
age of 86, funeral November 14, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
Frank Estocin of St. Vladimir Parish, Philadelphia, PA.
Lazeration, Peter of Marion Center, PA, on November 7, 2007,
at age of 82, funeral November 11, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
George Hnatko of St. John Parish, Dixonville, PA.

Marusha, Helen Kay of Dixonville, PA, on November 4, 2007,
at age of 53, funeral November 7, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
George Hnatko of St. John Parish, Dixonville, PA.
Miroschenko, Valentina of Fallbrook, CA, on November 1,
2007, at age of 77, funeral November 10, 2007, officiating
clergy Fr. Vasyl Shtelen of St. Andrew Parish, Los Angeles, CA.
Moody, Philip O. of Mattapan, MA, on October 25, 2007, at
age of 94, funeral October 29, 2007, officiating clergy Fr. Roman
Tarnavsky of St. Andrew Parish, Boston, MA.

Pelensky, Walter J of Philadelphia, PA, on November 4, 2007,
at age of 84, funeral November 16, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
Frank Estocin of St. Vladimir Parish, Philadelphia, PA.

Petro Sr., Thomas of Emmaus, PA, on November 20, 2007, at
age of 90, funeral November 24, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
Myron Oryhon of Protection of the Holy Theotokos Parish,
Allentown, PA.

Senedak, Peter of Vienna, OH, on November 14, 2007, at age
of 81, funeral November 19, 2007, officiating clergy Fr. John
Harvey of Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Youngstown, OH.
Temchack, Ann of Houtzdale, PA, on November 7, 2007, at
age of 86, funeral November 10, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
Paul Bigelow of St. Vladimir Parish, Smithmill, PA.
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Please remember in your prayers...
1017 T cdadaoe 6 Aawéd TTée0aao..
JANUARY-NIx<ATU
28th 1942 -  PROTOPRIEST ISIDORE KOSTIUK
27th 1955 PROTOPRIEST JOSEPH BODNAR
6th 1958  FR. STEFAN VULCHYN
oth 1968 PROTOPRESBYTER JOHN SAWCHUK
oth 1968 PROTOPRIEST LEV WESOLOWSKY
26th 1974-  PRTOPRESBYTER ALEXANDER DOWHAL
oth 1984-  PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA UHORCZAK
28th 1990 - PROTOPRESBYTER JURIJ HULEY
17th 1996 - PROTOPRIEST TYT MELNYCHUK N
13th 1996 - REV. GREGORY WOLKOWYNSKY Ai+Ta Tai’'you!
19th 1999-  PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA HODYNSKY Memory Eternal!
10th 2002- PROTOPRESBYTER PETRO BUDNYJ

(Conclusion from p. 21)

lvan
Kostyshyn

time did not work, and my elderly
grandmother. It wasn’t easy. But the Merciful
God sees the difficulties of every human
being and does not allow him to collapse
under the weight of his cross. And so, with
God’s help, | have studied at the Theological
Academy of Ivano Frankivsk and was chosen
to study at the St. Sophia Seminary in South
Bound Brook, NJ, USA.

As | mentioned before, during the
studies in Ukraine it hasn’t been easy, but
somehow there were always good people
around ready to help. | am deeply grateful
to Mrs. Lyuba Levytsky for her financial aid,
and I'll always remember her in my prayers.
It was she who helped us students who had
to pay tuition, which although not too high,
still reflected negatively on the finances of
our parents.

At the present | am a student at St.
Sophia Seminary. | am profoundly grateful
to Archbishop Antony and the Seminary
faculty for having taken me on as a student.

| thank you all from the bottom of
my heart.

_Jesus remenmber me,
whewn You enter into Your Kingdom.

ANNUAL SENIOR- JUNIOR

UOL LENTEN
RETREAT

APRIL 11-13, 2008

RETREAT WILL FOCUS ON THE
SERVICES OF HOLY WEEK

SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP ANTONY
St. Francis Retreat Hovse
Bethleherns, PA

Weekend rate includes retreat, lodging and meals -
$95 for UOL Members and $105 for non-UOL members ($60 for Young
Adult and Junior UOL members who apply for a subsidy).
Late registration additional $15
Day rate (Saturday only) - $40 (late registration additional $10)

For more information contact: Oleh or Natalie Bilynsky at
nsufler@aol.com call - 610-892-7315
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Parish

Holy Virgin Church
Arnold, PA

Our Cover...

By HPK.

My life began four years before my present
existence. It was a humble beginning... just a small flame
within the hearts of my people, fanned by the hand of
God and the desire of our Ukrainian forefathers to
establish a church. | called upon the Very Rev. Leon
Kushnir and on October 4, 1925 the first Divine Liturgy

Served by Fr. Paisius McGrath

| am indeed grateful to all our spiritual leaders

was served in a temporary church on Leishman and 'who so nobly served the Divine Liturgy and our people

Rankin Street.

within my walls. Through all my good and bad times |

By the autumn of 1928 a growing need for a remain The Holy Virgin Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

new church became apparent. It was decided to purchase
property at 1701 Kenneth Avenue in Arnold, the site of
our present church. The foundation was laid on November
1928 and by Christian love the lower section of the church
was complete. Our present edifice was completed during
the latter part of November 1929 and was recorded in
the name “The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Holy
Virgin”. What a great and glorious day for me as now |
was able to render unto the creator my reason for being
- to glorify God. Our beautiful stained glass windows
were installed and blessed by His Excellency the Most
Rev. Archbishop Mstyslav, June 7, 1953.

Through the years | have seen many received
into a new life with Christ through Baptism and
Chrismation. Many happy couples have worn the crowns
of Christ through the mystery of Holy Matrimony. And
sadly, so many of our faithful left this earthly abode
and entered the kingdom of God through the singing of
“memory eternal” as they bid farewell to my sacred
walls.

My walls resound with the absorption of so many
prayers, Lord have mercies and the blessing of incense. |
see many on their knees offering their reverence to God
and their loved ones. In one mind and one heart my
people sing in thanksgiving to almighty God, for His mercy,
that loving Him and one another we might confess the
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.

Although my pews are no longer filled, | know
those in my presence love me and need me for a place
they can unite with God. Through their grace and love
for each other, | will continue to be a place where Heaven
and Earth meet.

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR
UOW PRESS FUND
CONTRIBUTION?

xE AE AR CET/EEEE
NATPE T1EADOAD
fA TDANTAEE OTIA

2§1’y/Name

Aadanas Address

AN

TTedd0aa/Donation

AyeoeiT ca Aag6 174001 0!
Thank You
for Your Continuing Support!

uow
PO Box 495
South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

% Year LVIII Vol. 2, January, 2008

Ukrainian Orthodox Word

35



UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

-

New Year Malanka
19 January, 2008
St. Demetrius Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral
Carteret, NJ

M etropolitan Council M eeting
7-9 February, 2008
Metropolia Center
South Bound Brook, NJ

ThreeHoly Hierarchs Seminary Chapel Feast Day
12 February, 2008
St. Sophia Theological Seminary
South Bound Brook, NJ

17th Annual Y-town Jr. UOL Lock-In
17-18 February, 2008
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish - Youngstown, OH
Contact Diane Senedak at dkssenny @aol.com

Clergy Lenten Conference
30 March - 2 April, 2008
Antiochian Village
Ligonier, PA

CollegeMission Trip to Ukrainian Or phanages
28 May - 15 June, 2008
Sponsored by the Consistory Offices of Youth and

Young Adult Ministry and Christian Charity - ”%@

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Get involved in the life of your Church!
The successs of all Church sponsored events depends upon your participation!

90th Parish Anniversary Church School Camp
8 June, 2008 21 June - 5 July, 2008
Holy Ascension Parish | All Saints Camp - Ages 9-13
Maplewood, NJ Emlenton, PA

All SaintsCamp Chapel Blessing
21-22 June, 2008
All Saints Camp
Emlenton, PA

Teenage Conference
6-19 July, 2008
All Saints Camp - Ages 13-18
Emlenton, PA

Jr/Sr Ukrainian Orthodox L eague Conventions
July 30 - August 3, 2008
Hosted by St. John the Baptist UOL Chapters
Johnson City, NY

Mommy/Daddy and Me Camp
4-8 August, 2008
All Saints Camp - Ages 4-8 + (Parents)
Emlenton, PA

High School Mission Trip to Toronto
10-17 August, 2008
Sponsored by the Consistory Offices of Youth
and Young Adult Ministry
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